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Centennial Celebration. 

 

__________ 

 

The Jefferson County Centennial Celebration was held in Watertown June 19-24, 1905. 

 

Every town in the county took part in the celebration and there were people from twenty-eight 

different states. 

 

The preliminary work leading up to the celebration was begun three years before, when Editor W. 

D. McKinstry, of the Watertown Times, published an editorial, calling attention to the fact that 

the act creating the county was passed March 28. 1805, and strongly advocating the celebration 

of the centennial anniversary. The press of the county joined him in asking for a recognition of the 

event, and on December 4, 1903, the Roard of Supervisors appointed the following committee to 

formulate plans and carry out the work: 

Mr. John C. Knowlton, chairman, representing manufacturers. 

Col. W. B. Camp, of Sackets Harbor, and Mr. George B. Massey, city, representing Jefferson 

County Historical Society. 

Mr. W. D. McKinstry, city, representing Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. Jere. Coughlin, city, representing the Press; 

Mr. A. R. Flower, New York, representing Philanthrophy. 

Gen. Bradley Winslow, city, representing Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mrs. John D. Ellis, Antwerp, representing Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Mr. George A. Fuller, Philadelphia, representing County Grange. 

Each supervisor was made chairman of his town committee. 

The Executive Committee met and made W. D. McKinstry, vice- president, George R. Tassey, 

treasurer, and Jere. Coughlin, secretary. 

The work of formulating plans and getting the whole county at work was soon begun, and ere 

long the invitations asking former residents to come home and join in an Old Home Week were 

being  
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sent through the mails to all parts of the world. This was followed by the organization of town 

committees, who began the search for historic relics, the selection of historians and the spreading 

of the literature furnished by the secretary. Three weeks prior to the Celebration the Executive 

Committee announced the following program: 

 

Monday, June l9, 1905 

Sunnrise--Ringing bells and blowling whistles ten minutes. 

10:30--Opening Exercises in the State Armory. 

Prayer--Rev. Osgood E. Herrick. 

Opening Remarks-John C. Knowlton (Hen. W. D. McKinstry), President of the Centennial 

Committee. 

The County's Welcome--Fred W. Mayhew, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. 

The City's Welcome--Hon. Charles D. Bingham, Mayor of Watertown. 

Vocal Music--Madam Alice Waltz Eames and class. 

Why We Celebrate--Col. W. R. Camp, President of the Jefferson County Historical Society. 

 

Monday Afternoon --3:00 P.M. --At the Flower Library. 

Town Histories: 

Adams -- S. T. Thompson. 

Antwerp -- W. S. Augsbury. 

Alexandria -- Nathaniel W. Freeman. 

Brownville-- Dr. F. W. Massey. 

Cape Vincent-- Mrs. W. A. Casler. 

 

Monday Evening -- 8:00 P.M. -- At the State Armory 

"Jefferson County Prior to 1797" -- Robert Lansing. 

"Religion in the County" -- Charles E. Cole. 

"Our County at Albany" -- Hon. Charles R. Skinner. 

 

Tuesday, June 20, 1905 

9:00 A.M.--Industrial Parade. 

10:00 A.M.--At the Flower Library: 

"Heroes of the County"--Maj. J. H. Durham. 

Town Histories: 

Champion--Mrs. G. D. Hewitt. 

Clayton--Frank D. Rogers. 

Ellisburg--Miss Marietta Holley. 
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Henderson--Capt. E. Tyler 

Hounsfield--Wilbur MacKee. 

Tuesday Afternoon 3:00 P.M.--At the Flower Library 

"Jefferson County Agricultural Society"--Wines R. Skeels 

Town Histories: 

LeRay--J. J. Kinney. 

Lyme--Miss Harriet L. Knapp, Charles K. Knapp. 

Lorraine--Luther S. Pitkin. 

Orleans--G. H. Marshall. 

Philadelphia--J. F. LaRue. 

Pamelia--Miss Ella Fulton. 

Tuesday Evening--8:00 P.M.--State Armory: 

"Chloroform and Percussion Powder"--Ossian Guthrie, 

Grandson of the Discoverer. 

"Our County in the West"--Byron D. Adsit. 

"Our County in New York"--Hon. John W. VanWormer. 

8:00 P.M.--Washington Hall.--35th N.Y. Camp Fire. 

Parade and drill on Public Square--Co. C. First Regiment. 

Wednesday, June 21--10:00 A.M.--City Opera House 

Vocal Solo--Madam Alice Waltz Eames. 

Centennial Address--Hon. Enos M. Barton, of Chicago. 

County Fair Opens at Fair Grounds. 

Wednesday Afternoon --3:00 P.M.--At the Flower Library 

"Education in the County"--Gary M. Jones. 

Town Histories: 

Rodman--Homer J. Heath. 

Rutland--E. O. Andrus. 

Theresa--Joseph Fayel. 

Watertown--John Sheldon. 

Wilna--F. S. Merrill. 

Worth--H. V. Jenks. 

Races at County Fair. 

Wednesday Evening--8:00 P.M.--At State Armory: 

"Bar of the County"--Hon. Henry Purcell. 

"Early French Settlers"--Mrs. E. S. Willard. 

"Pioneers of the County"--Hon. Isaac L. Hunt. 
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Thursday, June 22 --7:00 A.M. --Continuation of County Fair 

10:00 A.M. --State Armory. 

"Agriculture of the County"--George A. Fuller. 

"Geology of the County"--Jesse M. Williams. 

Thursday Afternoon 3:00 P.M. --At State Armory. 

Old Settlers' Experience Meeting--Conducted by Dr. Osgood 

E. Herrick. 

Penet Square--Irvin W. Near. 

Afternoon Excursion to the old battleground at Sackets Harbor. 

Afternoon Reception by D. A. R. at Flower Library. 

Veterans Parade. 

Races at County Fair. 

Ives Seminary Students--Reception. 

Thursday Evening--8:00 P.M. At State Armory. 

"Jefferson County in War"--Gen. Bradley Winslow. 

"Land Titles of Jefferson County"---Edward N. Smith. 

"Forestry of the County"--Hon. D. C. Middleton. 

High School Alumni Banquet at High School Building. 

Banquet of Ives Seminary Students. 

8 P.M.--Washington Hall--10th N. Y. H. A. Camp Fire 

 

Friday, June 23--8:00 A. M.--High School Excursion to the 

Thousand Islands. 

10:00 A.M. Automobile Parade. 

Friday Afternoon--2:00 P. M. --Parade of Fine Horses and 

Carriages. 

Friday Evening--8:00 P.M. --At State Armory. 

"Manufacturing of the County" --Samuel F. Bragg. 

"Commerce of the County"--Hon. W. D. McKinstry. 

"Watertown City"--D.W. Cahill. 

 

Saturday, June 24--9 A.M. Train to Chaumont--Yacht 

Club entertained the people with aquatic sports--Basket 

Picnic--Fire Works.  
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OPENING EXERCISES. 

 

The Celebration opened at the State Armory at 10:30, Monday June 19. 

At sunrise the ringing of bells and blowing of whistles informed the people that the Centennial 

had arrived, and at nine o'clock the Armory was opened to the public. It was a beautiful sight. The 

ceiling beams were prettily decorated with American flags, as were also the balconies. The middle 

of each beam was covered with a flag hung in a semicircle while on either side of it was a long, 

narrow flag forming a wing to the gracefully gathered body. The effect of this to one entering the 

hall was that of a solid mass of flags running back the full length of the ceiling. Down either side 

were arranged the booths, first one of curved oriental type and then a pyramid pattern, trimmed 

alternately with light green and white and red and white bunting. The booths were filled with 

relics from the vari- ous towns, from the city, and from the Granges of the county. At the extreme 

lower end were the booths of the Daughters of the American Revolution. There were three of 

these, a central one in white of Colonial architecture and supported by four pillars of the Doric 

type. The booths on either side were very pretty and were trimmed in white like the center one. 

In the gable of the middle booth was a wheel of black, lined with gold, upon which were the 

words also in gold, "Daughters of the American Revolution." The contents of these consisted of a 

large number of the relies belonging to the society, all of which were over 100 years old, and 

many of them were as interesting as they were curious, taking the spectator back to the home 

furnishings of a century ago as typified in the residences of the settlers of this county, which has 

been the home of so many famous men, and which has been the scene of many stirring events in 

the history of the state and country. 

The designing and arranging of the booths and decorations was carried out according to plans of 

Architect D. D. Kieff, who superintended the whole interior decoration. 

The call to order was given by ringing an old bell, which was once owned by Jason Fairbanks and 

used by him in calling his men to work. 

The program then opened with a selection, "'The Star Spangled Banner," by the 4th Battalion 

band. 

Rev. Dr. Osgood E. Herrick, U. S. A., retired, offered the opening prayer, after which Hen. W. D. 

McKinstry delivered the opening address, in which he said:  
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OPENING ADDRESS 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Sons and Daughters of Jefferson County, Upon me devolves a pleasant 

duty, although I find myself in a somewhat embarrassing position and arrogating to myself the 

right and honor that should belong to a native of this county and one whose name is among the 

honored pioneers. When the Centennial committee was organized, John C. Knowlton was made 

president for the very purpose of doing these honors and connecting with the Centennial 

anniversary the name of a family honored in this county from the earliest days. I was made vice-

president simply to do the silent work of a president, but not to appear in public performances. 

Mr. Knowlton having planned a foreign trip, although his love for his home county was great, 

could not resist the allurement of months in Italy by the beautiful shores of the Mediterranean, 

or give them up for one week only of the joys of renewed associations. We cannot blame him. We 

would all do the same thing ourselves if we could, but it puts his deputy in a somewhat 

embarrasing position of standing for a county with which his name is not connected except 

during the last 18 years, and who has no part in its splendid traditions. So much for explanation of 

how the present speaker happens to be in this position of having the honor to preside at the 

opening of the county centennial. 

At the annual meeting of the board of supervisors in 1903, upon a statement from Col. W. B. 

Camp, George B. Massey and others of the Jefferson County Historical society, a special 

committee was appointed to consider the matter of celebrating the centennial anniversary of the 

county, and upon the report of that committee, of which Supervisor Pawling was chairman, the 

board pledged its efforts and support to the proposed plan, now realized. 

Let me relate just a few points of the county history to tie together what is going to follow in 

these six days of centennial celebration. Jefferson and Lewis were set off from Oneida by an act 

of the legislature passed March 28, 1805. Thomas Jefferson had been elected president for the 

second term and Morgan Lewis had been elected as the fourth governor of the state, and so the 

two counties took the names of Jefferson and Lewis. A controversy immediately arose as to the 

location of the county seat. Jacob Brown endeavored to have it located at Brownville, and having 

failed in that offered a site in the present town of Pamelia. Henry Coffeen was strong with the 

commissioners and secured its location in Watertown. The first meeting of the board of 

supervisors was held in the school house on the site of the Universalist church Oct. 1, 1805, and 

was made  
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up of the largest men in the county. They were Noadiah Hubbard of Champion; Cliff French, 

Rutland; Corlis Hinds, Watertown; John W. Collins, Brownville; Nicholas Salisbury, Adams; Thomas 

White, Harrison; Lyman Ellis, Ellisburg; Asa Brown, Malta, eight towns being organized in the 

county. This much for the creation of the county. It may be interesting to note what was going on 

in the world during the time that this little empire in the greater Empire State was having its 

beginnings. In 1800 Napoleon set out on his conquest of Europe. In the fall of 1800 Jefferson was 

elected president in the peril of a tie vote with Burr. In 1800 Goethe and Schiller made the world 

ring with song 'The peace of Luneville, which changed the map of Europe, the Irish union with 

Great Britain, made on terms that are only now being carried out, the Czar Paul of Russia 

strangled and Russia saved for a better fate now coming, were all events in 1800. In 1803 came 

the purchase of Louisiana territory where 11 states and one territory now strengthen the union. 

Chief Justice Marshall reorganized American law. The Barbary pirates were subdued. Alexander 

Hamilton fell a martyr to the jealousy of Burr. In 1805 Jefferson was inaugurated president with 

George Clinton as vice president. Europe combined to crush Napoleon. Nelson died at Trafalgar 

and destroyed the sea power of France and Spain. In 1806 Joseph Bonaparte was made king of 

Naples and Sicily. Great Britain commenced to seize American seamen. Lewis and Clarke added an 

empire in the northwest. In 1808 Joseph Bonaparte left Madrid. In 1812 this country was the 

scene of war. In 1814 Napoleon retired to Elba, leaving it the next year soon to meet his doom at 

Waterloo. To this new world prosperity had already come after the war of the revolution and 

here are some of the results. From an area of 827,844 square miles in 1800 it has grown to 

3,622,933 square miles, exclusive of the later possessions. From a population of 5,308,483 in 

1800 it has reached 82,000,000 in 1905. From 13 struggling colonies in 1800 to 45 prosperous 

states and eight promising territories. The total money circulation in 1800 was $26,500,000 and it 

is now $2,367,692,169. Farms and farm property worth $3,967,000,000 in 1805 are now worth 

$22,500,000,000. From a yearly output of $1,019,000,000 worth of factory products in 1805 we 

have now $14,500,000,000. From 23 miles of railroad in operation in 1830 we now have 221,000 

miles in 1904. An increase from 903 post offices in 1800 to over 75,000 in 1905 shows the growth 

in communication. From a nation whose flag was unknown outside of its own domain to a nation 

whose flag is known and honored the world over is one of the records of the time since  
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the first pioneer came into Jefferson County. I have used these rather dry statistics simply to 

show by what right we celebrate a hundred years. It is a glorious century for the world and this 

county shares in the glory and celebrates the part it has taken in all this splendid development in 

the centennial exercises of this week. 

The individual stands out grandly in all this work. The individual pioneer toiling through the forest 

to make a home brought an empire with him. Associated with others he made the town and the 

towns made the county, and back at this source in the individual comes the growth and power of 

the nation. This county was well born. It had the best blood of New England. It brought into it the 

bluest blood of France. Its immigration since then has all been of the best and the sturdiest types 

of the races they represent. Being well born it has always lived rightly and well. It has been a 

religious community, a moral community, a community cleaner in politics than any other county 

in this state, a county whose citizens are politically independent and insist on a high standard of 

official conduct. It can neither be bought nor intimidated, but the old spirit brought over by the 

pioneer, of love of God and the institutions of American republic survive in a greater degree than 

any where else I know of. It has sent out great sons all over the world whose achievements will be 

noted in the different addresses made this week. Its influence everywhere has been for good and 

never for evil. 

We welcome this week back to the old home those who have done so much to honor the name 

of this grand old county through east, south and west. We are honored by their presence in 

coming back to us. We extend to them a hearty welcome. We shall show the returning former 

resident during this week something of what Jefferson county has been doing while you have 

been away. We shall try to represent the growth of the farming, of manufacturers and of trade. 

We shall try to tie the present with the past and demonstrate to you that those of us who have 

stayed at home and kept the house have kept it well, and that the old county has not lagged on 

the path of progress, but still as of old leads the way. 

As we talk together of the trials, struggles and the virtues of the pioneers, we may feel we are 

standing on the threshold of a new era, that in another century deeds done today will be spoken 

of as those of earliest times. We feel proud in honoring those who made the grand old county 

what it is, and we may feel that same spirit that inspires them and congratulate ourselves that 

we, too, are pioneers. 
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Fred W. Mayhew, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, spoke as follows: 

 

The honorable distinction given me as the head of your board of supervisors involves a duty of 

weight and delicacy. 

At such a meeting as this, where are gathered the descendants of those who felled the forest and 

made our county a habitable place for civilized man, my burden of duty is to extend to you the 

greetings of a county that has started on the second century of its existence. 

There is no need for me to praise or analyze the character or fame of those who organized the 

county whose centennial we celebrate. This will be done by abler minds in eloquent verse and 

prose. Among our present duties and pleasures, there are none of a public kind more important 

that to recall the past, and, with clear eye and lust judgment, to see this county as it was, the 

people as they were 100 years ago; and from the past to trace the county onward until we meet 

on common ground, as here today. 

We ought to bring out into prominent reliefτnothing extenuating and nothing boastingτthe 

times and principles which distinguish our forefathers, as well as the leading persons, friend and 

foe, who took part in the struggle to make this county what it is today. 

The exhibition, which this building encloses today brings the mind back to the days when this land 

was the property and here were the homes of Indians. Somehow I have an impression that we 

have more and a better knowledge of those sons of the forest than had our forefathers. We 

believe that the Indians had sonic qualities for which the world gives them little or no credit. Their 

women in keeping secrets and being close-mouthed, excel all the other women of the world. 

Rubens nor Titian could hardly equal them in the skill of coloring their robes, belts of wampum, or 

birch boxes in red, blue or yellow. They used quills of porcupines as their pencils, and selected for 

their colors the leaves and blossoms of plants, the forest sumac and the juice of berries. They 

were skilled in strategy also, as when they placed the lighted torches upon the tips of their arrows 

and shot them into the stockades and blockhouses of their enemies. In disguises and ambush, in 

subtlety and persistence, in hiding in the bush, in the hollow logs, in clumps of trees, behind the 

rock and  
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beneath the grass, they were equally expert, whether in hunting men or bears, wolves or 

raccoons. We can all remember the performance of Indian agents and contractors, but we too 

often forget, wholly apart from the wrongs of these classes, that the extinguishment of Indian 

titles means the loss of the long loved, long possessed home and hunting grounds of a family and 

tribe whose ancestors occupied the same lands, fished in the same streams, and were buried in 

the same soil, and with the final happy land in view. Of course we bought and paid for this land of 

Jefferson excepting Penet Square-but I would be willing to pay something extra again if I could 

have the names of the Indians who owned it at the bottom of the title deed. 

In looking over the relics now on exhibition you will see all that is left of the tribes who once 

owned these lands; and following along in line comes the traces of the white man in his march to 

a higher civilization. The collection is both interesting and instructive and I bid you welcome to 

see it, to study it, and to draw lessons from it that will lead to further happiness and prosperity. 

We do not on this occasion merely honor our dead ancestors-we teach and elevate the living. We 

lift up higher standards of duty when we present to the minds of the people examples of self-

sacrifice. Our celebration is not merely a holiday affair which recalls for a day events which will 

fade out of our minds or will be recalled occasionally with waning interest as the story of what 

took place is told, and all their bearings upon our county are unfolded, the ground on which we 

meet will grow sacred in our minds. Indifference to history and to the features of our county 

which have shaped it is the offspring of ignorance. 

Our celebration calls out addresses which will make appeals to higher sentiments, which will give 

to the hills and valleys of the county a sacredness in the eyes of residents and strangers which 

they have not had in the dim light of imperfect histories and tradition. And after looking over the 

exhibition in this building, you will better appreciate the addresses of the able ladies and 

gentlemen who have been selected for this important part of the program. 

 
 

 

WATERTOWN'S WELCOME 

 

The welcome of the city was given by Mayor Charles D. Bingham, who said: 

Fellow Townsmen of Days Gone By: Upon this long anticipated and joyous occasion, the home 

coming of our wanderers, it is my  
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happy privilege as the representative of the citizens of Watertown, and in their behalf to extend 

to you the welcome of the Garland City, to tender to you her motherly greetings, to offer you her 

hospitality in fullest measure. 

From far and near you have journeyed to participate and aid in our pleasures, to meet the friends 

of long ago and to revive long sleeping memories. And while you joyously meet again the 

associates of your youth, your joy will be chastened and hallowed with sorrow as you recall the 

names of many whom you once knew and loved, but who still live only enshrined in loving 

recollection that your sojourn, with us may be full of enjoyment, that you may return to your 

homes in health and safety, and that you may carry with you only the kindliest sentiments toward 

the Watertown of today is our earnest wish. 

 

The following number on the program was a vocal selection, by Madam Alice Waltz Eames and 

her class of about 12 young ladies. 'Oh, Praise Ye, the Fathers," from Gounod. It was very 

beautifully rendered and called for an encore, to which the "Soldiers Chorus" from "Faust" was 

pleasingly rendered. 

 
 

WHY WE CELEBRATE 

 

Col. Walter B. Camp of Sackets Harbor, President of the Jefferson County Historical Association, 

said: 

To enumerate all the reasons "Why We Celebrate" and in this short welcome hour of our home 

gathering-it would be an impossibility. 

Only the birth of the child called Jefferson, his rapid growth to sterling manhood, can be noted; 

who was full of honors, neither crippled or in the russet even, opulent and big-hearted, has called 

in his children who have wandered over the Great Father's territory- to come to the parental 

roof, where a welcome awaits their return. All things are now ready for the feast. 

Since the eventful day that Oneida presented us an heir to the possessions lying up against 

Oswego to the south and Lewis toward the rising sun, St. Lawrence northeasterly at whose 

southern bounds we meet, facing the great river with its Thousand Islands, events of 

transcendent importance have broken those peaceful and pastoral relations of our early days. 

Of course a christening time came. Waters of Ontario, the affluent Black river and the majestic St. 

Lawrence were mingled in the baptismal font.  
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Our forbears banished Greek, Roman and mythological names, preferring justly one to the 

manner-born, illustrious, wholly American, the father of our declaration of human rights, our 

Jefferson. Though at that time the forest fringed the great waters, there were settlements in 

favoring localities. New England thrift met all discouragements with rebuff. 

The man with the ax and plow let in the sunshine to fertile fields. His labors were grandly 

supplemented by the heroines of their primitive homes, who spun the fleece, wove the cloth and 

fashioned wholesome garments for their sturdy sons and daughters. 

Laws were made to be religiously respected and obeyed. The school house and church were near 

together. Hand in hand the 22 members of Jefferson's household rapidly advanced to position of 

first importance. The patriotism and sacrifices of their revolutionary fathers were potent factors 

of their existence manifested in a marked degree when Gen. Brown's alarm gun called them in 

1812 to repel our old enemy from invading our soil. Before nightfall 3,000 reported for duty at 

Sackets Harbor. 

Again when the nation's life was in jeopardy, and there was a call from the chief of our republic 

for volunteers, 6,000 noble-bodied sons of Jefferson enrolled at Madison Barracks alone, 

springing by one impulse, like the Scots to Roderick's bugle call. 

No wonder there is a ready response to the call for the home gathering the first since the exodus 

to the west, notably in 1840 to 1850, when more than our natural increase sought the inviting 

west, where they built and fashioned homes like those they left. Now they finally return, 

impressed to look upon the scenes of their childhood and to notice the changes about the old 

hearthstones, and recall their precious memories. We cannot account (as we said at the first) for 

what alone impels this pilgrimage to the homeland, neither can we give the reason why swallows 

homeward fly; why the old oaken bucket still retains the pleasure of its cooling draught, why the 

remembrance of Sarah's voice at the singing school made the sleigh ride home so much more 

enjoyable. Ah! the remembrance of those bells to Sarah and you. 

Too sadly in many respects we have to recall a loss of our once prosperous commerce, with its 

fleet of sail and steamships upon our waters, the change in our agricultural home life conditions; 

yet we can point with pride to our mechanical and industrial pursuits that absorb the power of 

the affluent Black river to which we have referred.  
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Each town holds with reverent regard names that have distinctive and honorable records. Their 

descendants are here today! Wave jointly your clan flag ye Jeffersonians and rejoice at the feast! 

Philanthropists have gone on from the parent stock; their deeds are known and read of all men; 

Christian edifices memorize their veneration and devotion to family ties. 

Public benefactions no less spring from this blest and fruitful source, none more manifest than 

the memorial in marble that marks the devotion of a bountiful giver, the sweet influence of which 

action, will extend as the days go by to grateful people. 

So we open the doors and lift high the gates to the sons and daughters of Jefferson; yet can any 

one say they have one greater happiness than the moment of which Holmes recalls, 

"0! What are the trophies we cherish to win  

To the first little shiner we caught with a pin?" 

 

CENTENNIAL POEM. 

 

Following is the Centennial poem, read by Edward N. Smith, and written for the Jefferson County 

N.Y. Centennial, by Helen Hisdale Rich, Saint Joseph, Mo. 

 

Fling forth our Excelsior banner,  

   Bring out the knife and fork, 

For the boys and girls of Jefferson  

   Are again in old New York. 

St. Lawrence, king of rivers,  

   Blends with Niagara's roar 

To meet you all and greet you all,  

   Brave pioneers of yore 

Can we silence loyal nature 

   As we clasp the feeble hands 

That have toiled for us and blessed When we sought the stranger's lands 

   If an empty sleeve is splashing 

The salt water in our eyes. 

   If the daisies white are drifting  

Where a hero comrade lies, 

   If the snow crowned loved you laid to rest  

In this native land of flowers- 
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Are with us here today, they came  

Another way than ours. 

   And the lessons brave they gave us, 

Freemen's work and noble aims, 

   How they kindled aspirations!  

How they sanctify their claims. 

   See how June, the month of roses 

Flings her colors to the breeze 

   In a carnival of blossoms 

And a grand review of trees! 

   We come from plain and mountain, 

Korea's war swept seas, 

   From Philippines and Honolulu-- 

Our Indies, isles of ease. 

   From Zulu land to Thibet's shrines, 

From Babylon to Guam- 

   From Buddha's rites to Afric's mines-  

Its Jefferson we're from! 

   And the Mecca of our being  

Is the county of our birth 

   Our state supreme, historic; 

Empire of all the earth! 

   How the music of its old names  

Stirs the heart and fires the brain 

   Ticonderoga, Schuyler, 

Perry, Erie, Lundy's Lane; 

   "Fighting Joe" at Lookout soaring 

Above the clouds to fame. 

   Our boys for man! restoring 

Unblemished freedom's name! 

   Antoinette, our song-bird, charming 

Queen and Europe, "don't you know?" 

   And Holley's "Betsey's farming" 

Making glad "this vale of woe." 

   There are others held in honor,  

Scholars, leaders in finance; 

   Philanthropists and statesmen; 

Men and 'women of romance; 

   Pulpit orators and pressmen; 

Grant at Sackets learned to swim! 

   And Togo I imagine 

Learned to keep his head from him. 

 



JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  

 

Page 17 

 

Sturdy yeomen! Sons of labor! 

   Proud of character and toil; 

Paying tribute, fealty, service, 

   Only to the state and soil. 

Strenuous and law-abiding; 

   Roosevelten in their views, 

Square in deal with one another! 

   Trusted in the marts and pews, 

Wise in horse flesh, voting, praying, 

   Those old-fashioned Sunday folks 

And neither one or other 

   Ever passed for clever jokes. 

It is not true that we recede 

   From excellence with time; 

The world outgrows its selfishness. 

   Great causes are sublime! 

And altruism grows apace 

   The higher walks are trod: 

And human nature strives to trace 

   Relationship to God, 

Old errors die, new truthes advance, 

   Men scorn ignoble things; 

The sham of titled pageantry; 

   These toys of doomed kings, 

"Sixteen to one" our silver locks if facts alone are told, 

   But our hearts like Uncle's currency 

Are mostly "standard gold." 

   And oh! this Watertown is fair; 

It brings the tears of joy 

   "To know its peerless beauty, growth, 

Was home to us a boy. 

   Some party lines are not so taut 

The president is sane 

   And meets the other fellows now, 

Ignoring loss and gain, 

   And these days of evil service 

That you label mighty slow 

   Well, your politician's welcome 

To the games they didn't know. 

   Old federals and democrats, 

Manhattan's "Simon pure." 

   our modern grafters doff your hats- 
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Will your fairy tales endure? 

Now we'll toast the girls forever 

   That we didn't leave behind, 

Just as young as ever 

   With the little ties that bind. 

We are here and our fair record 

   Let our children strive to beat. 

We have found the ways of honesty 

   And industry are sweet, 

That in this great republic 

   Self-respecting effort, brain, 

Make the real lords and ladies- 

   Idle heads and hands are vain. 

Strike hands, old friends, the Father's love 

   Is round us true to text, 

If we have truly lived we must 

   "Continue in our next.". 

In parting sing the old songs- 

   The dear love songs, by rule- 

We sang in days of courting 

   At the Corner's singing school, 

We have proved our country's manhood 

   Is the' loyal brain and brawn; 

And we go not to the sunset- 

   But greet immortal dawn! 

Hail the flag; Forever floating 

   O'er the field of heaven's blue, 

All that's great and good promoting, 

   Earthly evils to subdue. 

Up from freedom's signal station 

   The white lilies of the Lord, 

With the stars of every nation 

   Are now blending in accord. 

Father, guide our leader's councils- 

   That the woeful war may cease! 

For the world is slowly swinging 

   To its poise of perfect peace. 

When we reach the blest encampments 

   (Where they never strike the tent) 

Let no man presume to question 

   Of the way our county went. 
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CENTENNIAL ADDRESS. 

 

By Hon. Enos M. Barton of Chicago. 

 

Mr. President: Sons and Daughters of Jefferson County; Ladies and 

Gentlemen: 

 

It is a peculiarity of the natives of the state of New York that their pride relates also to the county 

in which they were born. This has often been observed and remarked upon, and is illustrated by 

the fact that whenever the question is asked of a New Yorker, "Where were you born?" his 

answer is almost certain to be, "I was born in Oneida County, New York," or "I was born in 

Herkimer County, New York," or, "In Jefferson County, New York," as the case may be; whereas 

natives of others of our states would reply, "I was born in Vermont," or "Ohio," or, "Virginia." 

Perhaps we who were born in New York are so conscious of the greatness of the state that we 

feel that it is too indefinite to say, "I was born in New York"-we might as well answer, "I was born 

in the world." Undoubtedly the geographical division of our state into counties was very much 

impressed upon the minds of the scholars of our primary schools and this impression follows us 

through out our lives. Not even those who were born and have lived their lives in Illinois or Ohio 

or others of our great states seem to have more than a vague idea of the location of the counties 

in those states, except perhaps the single county where they have lived. But to natives of New 

York the mention of any county in the state suggests a definite geographical entity. 

We, on our part, are surprised when strangers to our state geography receive the mention of our 

counties with a far away look which shows that the name means nothing to them, being merely a 

suggestion without character or location in their minds. When we reply to a supposed question, "I 

was born in Jefferson County," and see the blank look of the questioner, we try to give 

definiteness to the conception by adding, "Black River runs through the county." This, however, is 

seen to be insufficient and we add, Watertown is the county seat." Still we have not answered 

and we say almost apologetically, "Sackets Harbor is in Jefferson County." The eyes of the 

questioner begin to show light and we follow with the statement which carried definiteness to 

everyone, "The St. Lawrence River begins along Jefferson County and the Thousand Islands are in 

the county." To particularize further is not necessary for the fame of the Thousand Islands is 

world wide.  



JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  

 

Page 20 

 

The Saint Lawrence River at its magnificent beginning; the best natural harbor on our northern 

lakes; mysterious and fascinating Black River, rushing tumultuously over its rocky bed; our green, 

wooded hills and our cultivated valleys; how perennial and restful their charm and how deep and 

tender the sentiment with which we regard them! These natural features attract tourists from far 

and near. Tourists become cottagers and here find homes for their seasons of recreation. 

But what thrills our hearts the sentiment which brings us here today, does not rest solely or even 

mainly upon the natural features of the landscape. It centers in the men and women who have 

lived among our hills, who have cleared the forests and have cultivated the fields, and have here 

brought up families, and many whose names we read upon the stones in the burying-grounds--

our friends and our parents and grandparents and great-grandparents. We cannot in our minds 

disassociate the natural scenery from the people who have lived here. It has become an element 

in their character. Jefferson County to us includes both the land and the people who have made it 

their home. Our inheritance in all that went to make up the character of this homugenious people 

is our proudest possession. Three or four generations are represented in this inheritance. Let us, 

during the present hour, consider some of the prominent features of their struggle for existence, 

their efforts to educate their children, their patriotism, religion and mutual kindness. 

It sometimes seems to me that the settlers among our hills must have looked upon the primeval 

forest which obstructed and shaded the ground upon which they must raise their crops, the 

magnificent native maples and beeches, and hickories and pines, and hemlocks, with a feeling of 

mingled hate and dread. Each sturdy trunk meant so many sturdy strokes with the ax. With what 

satisfaction did they apply the kindling and start the fire to burn the great pile of logs and get it 

out of the way! The Southerners' lazy method of clearing a forest which consists of girding the 

trees and letting the trunks with their leafless branches stand upright until they fall of 

themselves, did not appeal to the settlers of Jefferson County. The trees were cut down and 

burned. A few vere used to make houses, the first houses being almost invariable of logs, the 

cedar and black ash were split for fence rails, the pines and hemlocks were sawed for lumber and 

firewood was no trifling matter, but thousands-yes, it must have been millions-of trees in our 

county were cut into logs and piled and burned simply to get them out of the way. Then when the 

ground was cleared of the trunks and branches, the farmers  
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must plow around the stumps and wait for them to disappear, and plant and hoe, reap with a 

sickle, mowe with a scythe, rake with a hand-rake; thus living on the fruit of their own hard toil 

with very little exchange of products. The women must spin and weave the linen and the woolen 

cloth for the family clothing. For among people who killed their own meat, ground their own 

cereals, boiled their own sugar, wove their own cloth, churned their own butter, sawed their own 

lumber, tanned their own leather, dipped their own candles, and made their own shoes, there 

was little to buy and little need of a circulating medium. There were no trusts and nomonopolies. 

The same ingenius and enterprising man who in these times would organize a trust, limited his 

efforts in those days to such simple and elementary methods as taking a boy from the poor-house 

to work until he was twenty-one, or to selling a farm on easy terms to a man who could not make 

the payments, and then foreclosing the mortgage. The rich were not very rich and the poor were 

not very poor. A family was as well off as though it were rich when it raised food enough to eat, 

made clothes enough to wear, cut wood enough to keep warm in the winter, and found money 

enough to pay taxes, and buy school books for the children. 

The early settlers had not been driven from their former homes by persecution, either religious or 

political. There were, in the main, enterprising descendants of the New England Puritans, 

themselves members of large families whose minds had never absorbed the hypothesis of race 

suicide. They were looking for cheap land upon which they could support themselves and their 

children. 

Religious and educational advantages were few. From their Puritan ancestry, however, they 

derived a feeling of the importance of religion. The indifference which results from practical or 

theoretical agnosticism did not permeate the community. They were particularly susceptible to 

the waves of religious fervor which were called revivals and which successively swept over this 

part of the country and made the standard of religious interest before the middle of the 

nineteenth century a very high one. 

From a religious point of view, mankind was divided into two classes: saints and sinners. All who 

were not saints were sinners. All sinners were picturesquely represented as on the road to hell. 

Religion offered the possibility of the good going to Heaven. It was a vital matter for all classes. 

The infidel was always ready to ridicule the theological dogmas of the orthodox. The profane man 

would be more loudly profane in the presence of the deacon of the church. The religious man 

might he thrifty in world-  
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ly affairs, but he was as sure of going to Heaven. The infidel, the universalist and the profane 

swearer boisterously or sullenly took their chances. Theological discussions were frequent and 

acrimonious. The doctrine of election, falling from grace, and the Trinity were subjects of 

household talk. The more practical questions of baptism, close communion, should Sunday or 

Saturday be the day of rest, should women speak in meeting, might a minister's wife wear curls, 

could a young woman who danced or a young man who played cards go to Heaven, was it proper 

for an infidel to sing in the choir; these questions received still more frequent and persistent 

attention. A certain minister brought his bride into the county. She wore her hair in curls. There 

was endless discussion, and the weight of opinion was aganst the practice for a minister's wife. 

The "keeping" of the Sabbath was almost universal. No secular work was done and no games 

were openly played. Regard for the sacredness of the day was so apparent that children 

frequently imagined that nature provided a sacred atmosphere on Sunday, different from that of 

other days and discernible by the senses. 

Although religious questions were always prominent the interest became acute when revivals 

occurred. A revival moved the entire community. There might be those who opposed and even 

those who ridiculed it. Not infrequently those who went to the meetings to scoff remained to 

pray. Sudden and complete changes in character and modes of life of prominent men often 

resulted. The conversion of Charles G. Finney, which occured at Adams in 1831, was like thunder 

out of a clear sky, there being no religious interest at the time. It was followed by a revival the like 

of which has seldom occurred in Christendom. Finney, who was a young lawyer at the time, 

abandoned his calling and became one of the greatest preachers of the country, and after some 

years of evangelical work became president of Oberlin College in Ohio. Following Finney in the 

county were other preachers of considerable reputation as revivalists, among whom the most 

prominent were Jedediah Burchard and Jacob Knapp. Burchard had a most dramatic manner and 

produced very profound effects upon his audiences. At one of his meetings he called upon the 

congregation to kneel in praer. He looked over the congregation and saw that all had complied, 

except one elderly man, very straight and slim and tall, who sat upright in his seat. "Get down, 

Sir," said Burchchard in his deep commanding voice, "You look like a stackpole of Hell." There was 

instantaneous compliance, and Burchard continued the meeting. 

I attended a revival meeing at which it was announced that Elder  
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Bishop would be present. We were interested to see and hear him. He knelt impressively on the 

platform by the side of the pulpit. The first words of his prayer uttered in a deep, full voice, were, 

"Oh God! We thank thee that we are out of Hell." 

This was the keynote of the religious utterance of the time. In a prayer meeting composed mainly 

of original settlers of the county, a prominent man arose and said with deep feeling, "If I am in 

the way of anyone's getting to Heaven, I hope I shall be removed by death". His brother 

exclaimed fervently, "Amen! God grant it." 

In one of the villages of the county, the minister of the Presbyterian church was John Ingersoll, 

whose son, Robert Ingersoll, passed his boyhood in the atmosphere I have described, and later 

became the celebrated Agnostic. When Robert Ingersoll grew to manhood and was famous for his 

sententious phrases, he stated the irreligious view, opposed to that which prevailed in his 

boyhood, in the motto, "One world at a time." This would have shocked the religous element in 

which he passed his hoyhood more than it did later that in which he lived as a man. For in the 

earlier period, the future world was of very present and sacred interest. Even the most orthodox 

would not now recoil from the sentiment that if you take care of this world in the highest and 

best sense, the next world will take care of itself. 

I recall the beginning of one of those Jefferson County revivals. A neighborhood prayer meeting 

was held on Sunday evenings in the Giddings school house on the plank road between Adams and 

Pierrepont Maner. One evening in the fall of the year, the neighbors gathered without any 

premonition of any special interest. The school house was not over forty rods from where I was 

living and we could see the lighted windows. One member of our family was there. Half-past nine 

came and she did not return. Ten o'clock the meeting still held. Half past ten; and finally it was 

eleven o'clock before it closed. It was so strange a proceeding that although I was a small boy I 

was allowed to sit up and await the explanation, which was given as follows: "The meeting had 

taken the usual course and was about to he dismissed at the usual time when Marietta Holley 

arose and asked prayers, and we remained and had another season of prayer for her." She was 

the first one converted and there followed a great revival in the neighborhood contintung 

through the following winter, during which the minister from Adams and severa1 laymen had 

"the power" and the results were lasting. Marietta Holley was a slender girl with a pale serious 

face. She has since become famous over the pen name of "Josiah Allen's Wife," but she  
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doubtless has not forgotten the "season of prayer" for herself which inaugurated one of the 

religious revivals of Jefferson County. 

Some of the neighborhoods were slow to yield to religious influence. Characteristic names were 

given to such neighborhoods, as "Hell's Four Corners", "No God," and "Sodom." The latter name 

was applied to a neighborhood near Antwerp which was visited by Mr. Finney after his conversion 

and which under his powerful preaching was completely transformed in character and 

reputation, nearly all the inhabitants becoming church members. Finney and his successors, from 

about 1830 to 1850, while the community was becoming socially and politically homogeneous, 

made it, at the same time, eminently religious. 

Education had a very large place among the interests which occupied the minds of Jefferson 

County people in the last century. We are now so accustomed to educational possibilities with 

large and elaborate plants, that we are in danger of forgetting what may be accomplished with 

only a bench, a slate and pencil, a book and a teacher. Opportunity has been added to 

opportunity until the children are surfeited. It was not so in the schools of Jefferson County 

during the last cenfury. There are three requisites to any educational result. They are the teacher 

to guide the work of the pupil, fellow pupils to create an atmosphere of effort, and an appetite 

for learning on the part of the pupil. The greatest of these is the appetite for learning. 

The boys and girls were fortunate who had for teachers such men as Charles O. Case, John P. 

Douglas, Horace Otis, Orson P. Hadcock and Roswell P. Flower and others, the best minds in the 

county. Case, Douglas, Hadcock and Flower taught school as a temporary means of earning 

money until they could find a permanent occupation, but Otis was a professional teacher. Many 

were the boys and girls whom he inspired with a love of learning and whom he encouraged to 

study at home. A farm hand, thirty years of age and married, before he became a student, he 

must have made his flrst progress in winter evenings and after his day's severe labor. Although 

mathematics was nearest his heart and was his recreation he made every subject interesting, 

even to younger scholars. But as a teacher of teachers he was best known and appreciated. In his 

select school held in the fall, the young aspirants for district school certificates came to him from 

all over the county. Hadcock and Eames came from Rutland, and Fassett from Rodman, and 

Dunlap and Rich from Watertown, and others from Hounsfield and Adams. Otis held colleges in 

low esteem and his influence was against them,  
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but the most of these teachers inspired their brighter pupils with the purpose to go to the 

academy and finally to college. The students made their collegiate preparation under difficulties. 

They boarded themselves while at school, and they earned their tuition and their living. Many of 

them found it impossible to reach college, but even those who went no further than the district 

school, by making the most of their opportunities acquired the habits of study and investigation 

which lead to a broader culture, and there is a broad culture to be found in reading, spelling, 

arithmetic, the study of grammar, geography, astronomy, and our form of government; all of 

which were well taught in our district schools. 

To read aloud in English with correct emphasis, pronunciation and inflection requires an 

intelligent and cultivated mind. There is a subtle elegance of enunciation and inflection which 

results from extensive training, and which shows appreciation of literary quality and gives style to 

reading. Our district school cultivated the art of reading aloud and their work was supplemented 

by home training. Allied to the art of reading was that of public speaking, for which early training 

was considered essential, and the training in reading and recitation in school was supplemented 

by debates which were held in the winter evenings. 

There were many conditions then which favored the development of the art of public speaking 

which our own time has outgrown. We are now accustomed to absorb ideas through the eye 

from the printed page. Compare for a moment the present output of printing paper with that of 

even fifty years ago. Then printing paper was made from rags. Now the paper rags of a year 

would scarcely supply print paper for a day. We cut down forests in fact to make the wood pulp 

for our papers. Books, papers and periodicals are a thousand to one compared with even fifty 

years ago. Much printing means, much reading and this saturation of the mind with reading has 

produced a changed psychological habit. The mind has lost some its facility in absorbing ideas 

through the ear, while it has gained facility through the eye. Lawyers still go through the form of 

addressing court or jury, but it is the printed brief and the printed record which they depend 

upon to win their cases. Political orators go through the form of addressing audiences, but it is 

the newspaper article that makes votes. They talk against time in the senate, but how many, 

many years is it since there has been a great debate! A lack of interested hearers implies a lack of 

speakers, and I suppose we may take it for granted that public speaking as an art will never again 

be what it was in the time of Daniel Webster and Wendell  
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Phillips. If the natural talent existed there would be lacking the stimulus of appreciation to train it 

to its highest development. In the period of which we speak, the influence of the greatest 

platform speakers reacted upon the entire educational system and it affected the instruction in 

the district schools in the art of reading and speaking. This influence was an inspiration to the 

country boys in the debating schools and in their reading aloud at home. 

Spelling, if not a lost art, is, at any rate, an art in process of being lost. The worst of it is that not to 

be able to spell is coming to be a boast. The up-to-date teachers of the present day say, "You 

would not have children learn spelling for the sake of spelling?" They would have spelling learned 

incidentally. The district scholar used to learn spelling for the sake of spelling. Not to be able to 

spell kept the scholar at the foot of the class; it spelled ignoramus. A man who could not spell 

could not hope for any clerical position or to get on in any profession. He might do for a day 

laborer. Spelling schools were a form of evening's entertainment in which the boys and girls were 

often proud to find that their parents could hold their own, even though they have long been out 

of training. 

Penmanship is another art in process of being lost. The type writer almost completely does away 

with the commercial value of a good handwriting, and without ambition and practice good 

writing is impossible to acquire. The other morning two letters were handed across the breakfast 

table from an expectant housemaid, perfectly legibile. The other-there was no doubt about that; 

"I can't read it," said the mistress of the house, "and I don't recognize the signature but it's 

evidently the writing of an educated person." It was difficult for a farmer's boy whose fingers 

were stiffened with hard manual labor to acquire a high degree of skill in penmanship, but 

nevertheless writing was taught and practiced with good results. For it was recognized that a man 

possessed of a good handwriting could command a desirable position in a store or an office and 

so could escape the life of toil which would otherwise be his lot. 

Arithmetic was the strong, solid all prevading labor and triumph of the district school of the 

period. No pretense could cover a teacher's incompetency to do correctly the problems and to 

perform rapidly the operations of arithmetic. But no amount of teacher's work could make up for 

lack of effort on the part of the pupil. To become a master of figures, one must acquire the 

multiplication table, have it at the tongue's end and must know the tables of weights and 

measures and must have facility in the analysis of the various problems. These arithmetical 

gymnastics took their highest form in what was  
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called Mental Arithmetic, when slate and pencil were laid aside. Complicated questions were 

given out by the teacher, orally repeated by the pupil as a training in memory, and then analysed 

and worked out, the pupil ending with the "therefore if, etc." The intellectual facility and accuracy 

which resulted from training under these methods cannot be overestimated. 

There were other subjects which were taught and studied in the district schools of the last 

century; geography, grammar, astronomy, natural philosophy, or as we should call it now, 

physics. With good teachers and eager pupils, these subjects became intensely interesting. Bright 

scholars were not held back and compelled to acquire lazy habits by having to keep with the 

average ones of their own age. 

Corporal punishment was resorted to as a means of discipline in the schools as in the homes. 

Sometimes, although not often, a reversal took place and the teacher received and the scholar 

gave the punishment. The teacher's usefulness was then at an end, as it was also when he 

inflicted cruel punishment such as praying with the scholars before whipping them or telling the 

scholars that the whipping gave him more pain than it did them. 

Such teachers as I have mentioned encouraged their bright boys to prepare for a profession, with 

a college training if possible, but for a profession in any event. A farmer's life was assumed to be a 

life of toil and drudgery to be escaped from if possible and the only possibility of escape from 

hard manual labor was through learning. Very many of those who did not succeed in getting away 

from the farm, acquired such mental culture as enabled them to create about them an 

atmosphere of intellectual interests and pursuits. They became appreciative of literature and 

capable of taking strenuous part in the political and religious discussions of the period. 

Do I picture too brightly and favorably the district schools of the last century in Jefferson County? 

Have we not improved our system of education very greatly in the last fifty or one hundred 

years? Are not the graded schools of our villages and cities now far away better and more 

efficient than the country district schools of our fathers? They are. A necessity on account of the 

economy which results from the classiflcation, and they are good for the average scholar. For the 

dull scholar perhaps it makes little difference what the school system is. But they are subject to 

the drawback that if the brighter scholars keep with their classes it is held to he sufficient, and 

there is not the stimulus for very rapid advancement which is possible when each sets his own 

pace.  
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There was a provincial element in the education of the period in that the tendency to talk in a 

dialectic form was not overcome. This was shown more particularly in pronunciation. Educated 

people who used good syntax were given to provincial pronunciation, and they allowed 

themselves to fall into the dialectic forms of conversation although they wrote quite correctly and 

pronounced correctly when reading. The dialect used in the county has been very well 

represented in two well known novels. The scene of David Harum is laid in Courtland County, but 

we recognize that the dialect as well as the atmosphere are identical with those of Jefferson. 

Irving Racheller lays the scene of Eben Holden partly in St. Lawrence and partly in Jefferson 

County, the atmosphere being the same. Josiah Allen's Wife writes in the full consciousness of the 

local dialect. Although she does not follow the local dialect with exactness, the whole atmosphere 

and color of her writing are familiar to those who have lived in the locality. 

Although the number of books available for reading was not great during the last century, the few 

that were to be had were carefully handled and eagerly read. The good people looked askance at 

novels and generally upon light literature. Young's "Night Thoughts, Palley's "Natural Theology," 

and Rollin's "Ancient History" were the sort with which young people were encouraged to 

improve their minds. The Swiss Family Robinson although not recommended, was not actually 

forbidden and might be read on week days. In the middle of the century Uncle Tom's Cabin 

appeared in book form. I was living at the time with my grandmother who borrowed a copy in 

two volumes in paper covers, which came to the house on a Saturday. Grandmother began the 

story at once and of course, with the first volume, which enabled me to begin at the same time 

with the second. Sunday morning came. My grandmother stayed at home from church that day--I 

have never known why. She resumed her volume and on the strength of her example, I ventured 

to resume mine. But I was firmly directed to put my book down-no reason was given or asked. I 

laid my hook aside and saw the good and proud old lady absorbed in hers all the day long. 

Children were not expected to call in question the acts of their elders. There was no rule against 

their thinking. 

In some way or other, in spite of tacit disapproval, Cooper's "Spy" and "The Last of the Mohicans" 

would get discovered and read, and just as perfectly assimilated as though they were part of the 

school curriculum.  
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A boy of nine was looking over the volumes of the district school library to select a book and not 

being averse to books of a Sunday school flavor was attracted by the title "Jacob Faithful," and 

showing the book to the school teacher, asked if it was good. "Miserable!" replied the teacher 

fearing the moral effect of the novel, and the boy put it back on the shelf and thus lost for several 

years the opportunity to taste the humor of Captain Maryatt. 

Although books of lighter literature were few and their reading was not encouraged, the school 

readers and the selections for speaking which, of course, were read and recited over and over, 

made the people familiar with the best models of English of the more serious kind, and the 

diligent reading of the weekly newspapers kept the people informed of the events of the day. The 

fact that news was a week or two old did not prevent its being news or impair the interest of the 

people in all that was going on in the world. 

We have made great progress in the facilities for education, and we should guard against the 

tendency to cover with a glory of memory the conditions of the past, but applying every sober 

test to the comparison, I cannot resist the conclusion that our leaders of thought fifty to seventy-

five years ago were men who for solid information and thoughtful soundness of views, were the 

equal of any men of any time. Such men as Peter Snyder who was the pastor for many years of 

the Second Presbyterian church in Watertown as Judge Mullin, such lawyers as James F. Starbuck 

and Levi H. Brown, who had fair opportunities, made the best of them, while such men of 

business as Henry Keep and Roswell P. Flower, whose opportunities were more slender, made 

such good use of those which they had as to put them on an equality with men whose 

opportunities were much greater. 

Our fathers were scarcely less vitally interested in the current political questions than in those of 

a religious and educational character. They were Federalists, Democrats, Whigs, Free Traders, 

Protectionists, Anti-Masons, Hunkers, Abolitionists, Know-Nothings and Prohihitionists, and they 

were all these up to the highest power. There was probably never greater political excitement in 

any community than in Northern New York during the Anti-Mason period. Politics then invaded 

the churches and if men happened to be Masons and members of a church, they were suspended 

from church membership unless they would renounce and denounce Masonry. For many years 

after the excitement became less acute, there were good Christian men who believed that the 

principles and practices of Masonry were so abominable that they could not remain in fellowship  
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with churches which accepted Masons as members. The churches did finally accept Masons and 

the discontended ones refused all their lives on that account, to attend communion. 

In the days of the underground railroad, there were many stations where escaping negroes found 

hiding places before crossing the St. Lawrence to absolute safety. No records were kept of these 

men and women who passed in the night, but within the precincts of the county they were 

almost as safe as though they had reached Canada. 

When slavery became the paramount political question, substantially the entire population, 

became republican. There were enough exceptions to prove the rule, but it was hard work in the 

fifties for a young man to become a democrat. Roswell P. Flower did cast his first presidential 

vote for Buchanan, but there was, at that time, little enthusiasm in his democracy and it took a 

speech by Judge Amasa J. Parker to bring him to the point of voting the ticket. When Governor 

Flower became one of those prominently considered as a democratic candidate for president of 

the United States, the support of his home county was a source of the greatest satisfaction to 

him. 

During the war of 1812 our county, being on the Canadian border, naturally became a center of 

military activity. The land operations of that war consisted of border raids along the Canadian 

line, neither side holding permanently any of the enemy's country. The entire adult population 

was enrolled in the militia, and the affairs of Cran berry Creek, Sandy Creek, and Sackets Harbor 

were the basis for traditions of great interest to the descendants of the men who took part in 

those encounters. The most considerable of these contests was that of Sackets Harbor which was 

of enough consequence to be called a battle. On our side were a company of regulars and the 

militia from the farms. The British commander was killed and his men retreated to their ships and 

sailed away. My grandfather Barton and his wife and two oldest children were walking to church 

in the town of Lorraine on a Sunday morning in 1814 when they saw a man riding toward them 

on the State Road, swinging his hat, whom, as he came near, they recognized as Captain Allen. He 

shouted. "Turn out! Turn out! Even man that can lift a gun! The Royal George and three other 

armed vessels are in sight and are making their way into Sackets Harbor as fast as they can. Turn 

out!" And he rode on to give the call to others. My grandfather left his wife and children at the 

nearest house which was Christopher Houson's, and went for his musket, reaching the battlefield 

before the fighting began. He fired his musket but used to say that he never knew whether he hit 

anyone or not; he always hoped that he  
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did not. His old musket used to be in the garret of the house. The bore was large enough to take a 

man's thumb. I suppose it would carry two hundred yards with force enough to kill a man. 

The building of a ship of war was started by our government at Sackets Harbor, but it was left 

unfinished when peace was made at the close of 1814. One of the conditions of the peace was 

that our country should not maintain vessels of war upon the northern lakes. So the unfinished 

ship had a house built over it and remained for about fifty years one of the standard sights of the 

county. It became out of date, the timbers were worm eaten and finally it was taken to pieces 

and both the house and ship were destroyed. But during all the time it remained, pilgrimages 

were made to the ship house from considerable distances and it served to keep alive the 

recollection of the war. 

The people living south of the St. Lawrence could not understand how the Canadians could 

tamely submit to be a colony of Great Britain when they might become free and independent. In 

the years 1837 and 1838 sympathy with the Canadians led some hundreds of our people, among 

them some of the best men, to engage in a military expedition for the purpose of freeing Canada. 

They were defeated and some hundreds were captured. The officers were executed, others were 

sent into penal servitude, and a remnant were pardoned. This was called the Patriot War, and a 

more absurd and quixotic filibustering expedition probably never went forth from any country. 

The Canadians did not want to be liberated. 

Jefferson County profited by the lesson of 1838, and when after the Civil War some of our Irish 

fellow citizens endeavored to punish England for her misdeeds by attacking Canada, they made 

Vermont their base of operations, finding no appreciable sympathy for their cause along the 

upper St. Lawrence. 

While the people on both sides of the border are friendly and would be glad of an "open door" 

for commerce, they find the gateways of trade locked by high tariffs, each government 

endeavoring to outdo the other, adding restriction to restriction. In this way we defeated our own 

best interests by maintaining tariff wars only one degree less costly than wars of bloodshed. 

When the Civil War broke out, Jefferson County responded to the successive calls for volunteers 

and continued to do so until the end of the war; in some parts of the state, conscription was 

resorted to in 1863, and in 1864 it was almost general, but the citizens met in town meeting and 

voted bounties which obviated the necessity of a draft from this county.  
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The settlers of Jefferson County having a common origin and undergoing a common experience of 

toil and privation, were, for the most part, extremely democratic in their feeling. There was, 

however, a very interesting attempt to plant within our borders an element of high French 

nobility. 

Twenty years elapsed between the capture of Quebec by Wolfe and the acknowledgement by 

England of the independence of the United States. By the earlier event France finally lost her 

colony of Canada to England; by the latter England, while retaining Canada, finally lost her other 

American colonies, which had become allied to France. The colonization spirit among the French 

people, having lain dormant during the interval, was now aroused but diverted from the north 

shore of the St. Lawrence river to the south. Large tracts of land in Northern and Central New 

York including about half of Jefferson County were purchased and held by Frenchmen. 

During the troublous times of the French revolution attempts were made to secure from among 

the refugees of that distracted country settlers for their lands, but they were not successful. After 

the northern country had begun to fill up with pioneers from Vermont, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut, and after the fall of Napoleon and the return of the Bourbons to France, there was 

among the disappointed adherents of the fallen empire a very decided movement toward 

utilizing for settlement these lands which their French owners had held for several years. This 

movement brought as intending settlers a group of very distinguished Frenchman, including 

Napoleon's brother, Joseph, the Ex-King of Spain, Marshal Grouchy, whose non-arrival with his 

army at Water loo had clinched the victory of Wellington and Bluecher, Caulaincourt duc de 

Vicenza, the devoted school friend and cabinet minister of Napoleon, and some others. The 

environment did not prove to be permanently attractive and nearly all of them returned within a 

few years to France. 

The Count Le Ray de Chaumont was at this period the principal owner of the large tracts which I 

have described. He has been an adherent of Napoleon and a friend of La Fayette, of Franklin and 

of Monroe. He was a man of liberal views and of courage and enterprise. He conceived and 

carried out the bold project of establishing the home and living the life of a French nobleman in 

the forest between the Black River and the St. Lawrence. He built a chateau such as he would 

build in his native country, importing much of the material, including Italian marble for its 

decoration. He laid out his grounds in formal gardens, and brought his family and retainers,  
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surveyors and governors and governesses for his children upper and lower servants and kept up 

the social customs of a French nobleman among the frontiersmen of Jefferson County. He used to 

drive about in a coach drawn by four houses with outriders over the very rough roads of a new 

country. 

LeRay sold his lands in small parcels to encourage settlement and was liberal in giving away sites 

for churches, mills, and for other public utilities. He encouraged stockbreeding, importing cattle, 

sheep and horses. As early as 1818 he was president of the Jefferson County agricultural society, 

whose fair we today attend. 

The expense attendant upon his style of living must have been enormous, and besides this he was 

magnificently easy with his creditors, these causes combining to bring him to insolvency although 

he still owned some hundreds 0f thousands of acres of land. In his old age he was obliged to 

reduce his expenditures to ten thousand dollars a year and this proved such a hardship that he 

went back to France where he died about 1840 at the ripe age of eighty years. 

The residence of the Count de Chaumont was in its time the best in the state of New York and 

though the precursor by nearly a hundred years of that line of magnificent summer palaces which 

are being built upon the islands in the St. Lawrence river, his chateau would, if it were standing in 

their midst today, rival them in beauty and magnificence. 

The French colony, after the departure of Count Le Ray, soon lost its foreign and its aristocratic 

character, LeRay's son and successor became a thrifty man of business, collecting his debts 

rigorously and living economically. The chateau passed into the hands of strangers. There remain 

to remind us of the brilliant coterie of settlers, French names for a dozen of our towns and 

villages and hundreds among the most valuable of our citizens who are descended from the 

retainers of the Count Le Ray. 

Jefferson County contributed one first class invention and one great discovery to the progress of 

the nineteenth century and they were both given to the world by one man, a physician and 

chemist who resided at Sackets Harbor. I refer, of course, to Dr. Samuel Guthrie. 

In the great wars carried on during the eighteenth and the first quarter of the nineteenth century, 

the flint lock was the standard device for firing the charge of powder. The wars of Napoleon and 

of Wellington were fought with flints and with muskets which carried  
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about two hundred yards. General Jackson's victory at New Orleans was achieved with American 

flint lock rifles against standard flint lock British muskets. 

The first step in advance from the flint to a percussion gunlock was the invention of the 

percussion pills, and the punchlock for firing them. This invention was made about 1826. The 

punchlock and the pellets which accompanied it were soon superseded by the percussion 

cartridge, the final evolution being the present breech loading magazine rifle. But there was no 

step in this evolution more far reaching and important than the percussison firing. This was so 

much more reliable than what had previously been possible that punch-lock came to be used as 

an adjective and applied to persons. The phrase was, "so-and-so is punch-lock", meaning he is to 

be depended upon. 

Dr. Guthrie's discovery, which he made in 1831, was that of chloroform. There were other 

distinguished claimants, but the scientific world concedes priority to him. He not only produced 

the new chemical combination and described the process for making it, but he also pointed out 

its remarkable effects upon the nervous system and he lived to the time when the full benefits 

which were to be realized from anaesthesia in surgery were recognized and were beginning to be 

applied. 

I cannot learn that Dr. Guthriemade any money from the percussion lock. He certainly made none 

from cholorform. In fact, he received injuries from his experimentation which permanently 

impaired his health. But he contributed to the world one of the greatest inventions for the 

destruction of life and one of the most important and valuable discoveries for its preservation 

which were made during the century the most prolific in material progress. 

Religion, education and politics were the great and absorbing interests of our ancestors in the last 

century but they seasoned their great interest with lighter and more personal matters. Neigborly 

kindness and hospitality were universal, and were a matter of course. Differences in religion, in 

politics, and even personal enmity were for gotten when sickness or misfortune overtook a 

neighbor. The spirit of mutual helpfulness showed itself when all the neighbors would turn out on 

occasions to raise the frame of a building. This was called a raising bee and they made all sorts of 

bees to help a poor neighbor or a widow; husking bees, apple bees, wood bees, and among the 

women were quilting bees and sewing bees which became functions, to which formal invitations 

were issued and where the Sunday best clothes were worn. A neighborly service was at the 

bottom  
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of these social gatherings, to our grandparents in this county had not acquired the enjoyment of 

leisure. In cases of serious illness it was the invariable practice for the neighbors to volunteer as 

"watchers." There was no such thing as the training of nurses, except as by long practice in 

volunteer nursing the degree of skill was acquired which made the amateur almost equal to the 

present professional. 

The principle was so universally accepted that "if a man will not work, neither shall he eat" that 

there were no tramps or able-bodied beggars at large. 

There was a spirit of brotherhood and mutual trust. The house in which I was born had three 

outside doors. Not one of them had fasteners. There was absolutely nothing to prevent anyone 

from walking in at any door or crawling in at any window. This house was in this respect the 

counterpart of the other houses of the period. I suppose it was built about the year 1825 or '30. 

The fact that a building could be entered at will did not result in neighbors taking advantage of 

the opportunity thus afforded. They were even more particular not to enter without knocking 

than people are under the present more highly developed system. They differed, they discussed, 

they made hard bargains, they enforced their rights, the sons and daughters worked for their 

parents until they were of age, they had law suits, they quarreled about money, about line 

fences, about assessments, about the school, about the teacher, about the school house, about 

their trades, as well as about religion and politics. They were generous to the poor and 

unfortunate; they were religious; they were patriotic; they sought culture and education; they 

were upright and below the crust which be-tokens of hard life; they were kindly. 

We, their descendants, have gathered in their memory in the Centennial year of the organization 

of the county. We recall the characteristic features of their lives and the atmosphere in which 

they lived and strove. We visit the cemeteries where they are buried, the fields which they 

cleared and laboriously cultivated, and houses which they built, the orchards which they planted 

and tended and trimmed; the shade trees which they set out as saplings. We drink from the wells 

which they dug; we visit the streams in which they fished, and which they bridged. 

There are more memorial stones in the cemeteries which we remember, but we find the old 

names still. The roads are not so long as they used to be. The hills are not so high. The houses 

have fallen down or have been removed. The full grown trees  
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which we loved have disappeared and the saplings, which we remember are immense trees. The 

streams are smaller, and the trout are gone. In celebrating the Centennial of the county, we 

remind our selves of the simple virtues and the loyal hearts of those who founded the county and 

of those who followed them. There is a great world where automobiles and harvesting machines, 

and telegraphs and telephones and electric lights and subways and sky-scraper buildings, and 

trusts and daily newspapers and Chicago dressed beef are features. Our grandparents saw the 

beginning of some of these and rejoiced in the promised benefit to posterity. It is a great price to 

pay for these benefits if they are attained at the cost of that simplicity of life and appreciation of 

fundamental principles which prevailed before Faraday made his discoveries or before 

McCormick and Howe made their inventions. 

There is nothing better for us than to emulate the virtues which have characterized the people of 

Jefferson County during the hundred years which have passed. And we can leave no better legacy 

to our children than a record of such simple, faithful living and service as our parents and 

grandparents whose graves are here have left to us, their children.  

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY PRIOR TO 1797. 

By ROBERT LANSING. 

The strip of land, which lies between the eastern waters of the Mediterranean Sea and the River 

Jordan, has been for nineteen centories sacred to Christendom as the home of the Chosen People 

and the birthplace of the Christ. Yet had it never been distinguished by these events of such 

moment to the world, it would still have aroused historically a profound interest. Across its 

rugged uplands and through its fertile valleys marched the master-empires of the earth. The 

armies of Assyria and Babylon, of Egypt and Persia, of Greece and Rome, of the Saracen, the 

Crusader and the Corsican passed along its highways and fought their battles at the foot of its 

mountains. It was the ever-debatable ground of the Orient, and the nation which controlled its 

deep-worn caravan routes between the Euphrates and the Nile was the ruler of the world. 

From an historical point of view the land of Palestine finds a counterpart on the continent of 

North America where there is an area over which have fought the warriors of contending nations 

up on whose succcess or defeat has depended the sovereignty of the  



JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  

 

Page 37 

 

western world. While Palestine hemmed in between the sea and the deserts offered but one 

passage for the armed hosts of the past, this new land of contest, lying south of the River St. 

Lawrence presented two routes by which the people holding the north or south could invade the 

territory of the other; the one, by Lake Champlain, Lake George and the tributaries of the 

Hudson; the other, by the upper St. Lawrence and the eastern waters of Ontario. Between these 

two great waterways lay, like an island, the desolate and broken highlands of the Couch-sach-ra-

ge, "the dismal wilderness," whose mountain-ridges and tumbling streams offered almost 

insurmountable difficulties to the movement of large bodies of men, and even prevented smaller 

bands from attempting its fastnesses. 

Thus the area, which is today called "The Adirondack Wilderness", divided this land of conflict 

into two distinct regions; and we are to devote our attention to the western of these, where 

Ontario's waters, flowing between the islands, which lie like stepping stones from its northern to 

its eastern shore, are gathered into the Great River of Canada. Across the eastern end of the lake, 

among the islands of the St. Lawrence, and through the surrounding forests have passed Algonkin 

and Iroquois warriors; Hurons and Abenakis; the French grenadier and the Scotch Highlander; 

Hessian chasseurs, American rangers, and the marauders of Johnson and Brant; the raw 

militiaman of the young republic and the veteran guardsman of Britain. 

It was a land of scalping parties, of ambuscades and of sleepless vigils, a neutral ground for parley 

where "bearers of belts" met and kindled their council-fire, a place where a lonely scout silently 

paddled his canoe beneath the over hanging boughs. How many tales of war and death and 

savage life the waves of Ontario and the moss-clothed rocks of the St. Lawrence could tell-tales, 

which have never found their way into history but were forgotten long before the axe and the 

plow had won a home for the white man in these forests. 

Chorography 

The region, now occupied by Jefferson County, is separated by Black River into two ratural 
divisions. That to the south rising in ridges from the lake and the river valley forms the watershed 
between the Mohawk and Ontario. It has been termed "The Lesser Wilderness" in 
contradistinction to the "Great Wilderness" of the Adirondack region. The section to the north of 
Black River is an undulating plain with innumberable small lakes and marshy  
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tracts, which in former days abdounded with beaver and otter. It was, even to a comparatively 

recent period, a favorite hunting ground for the Iroquois, although before it was visited by white 

men the beaver had been almost exterminated. 

Prehistoric Remains 1 

Along the lower terraces of the uplands, through the Black River valley, and at several places 
north of the river, paiticularly in the vicinity of Perch Lake, have been found the evidences of 
prehistoric occupation. They consist of emhankments, more or less extensive in size and regular 
in form, which appear to have been in some cases defensive works and in others the foundations 
of huts such as were commonly constructed by the American aborigines. Within and about these 
enclosures have been dug up at different times large numbers of flint flakes, stone implements, 
pieces of pottery, charred grain, and in a few instances human bones. 
Time will not permit to describe in detail these remains or to discuss their origin, which have been 
for over a century fertile subjects of study and speculation. The pioneer observer, who recorded 
his investigations, was the Rev. John Taylor, a New England missionary, who in 1802 journeyed 
through the "Black River Country" from Ellisburgh to Champion.2 His journal has a peculiar 
interest being illustrated with diagrams of the earthworks which he visited in the territory now 
occupied by the towns of Ellisburgh, Adams, Rodman and Watertown. 
As Mr. Taylor had the opportunity to make his examinations before the forests had been felled 
and the ground leveled by cultivation his record is of exceptional value, but the same cannot be 
said of his comments upon the origin of the mounds and of his speculations as to their builders, in 
which the Lost Tribes of Israel are not forgotten. 
American archeologists of more recent years deny the theories of their predecessors regarding 
the Mound Builders of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys. The belief in a prehistoric race superior to 
the Indians whom the white men found in the American forests has fallen before a more scientific 
examination of the evidence. Instead of a mysterious people related in culture, if not in blood, to 
the Aztecs and Zunis, the constructors of the famous mounds are now said to have been a nation 
of men known as the Alleghans, who came from the northeast to the headwaters of the Ohio, 
presumably forced to emigrate by more warlike tribes. Further investigation has identified this 
people, whose name is perpetuated in the great range of the Alleghanies, with the Cherokee 
Nation resident during historic  
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times in Tennessee; and etymologists have shown that the Cherokee language has a close affinity 

to the Iroquois-Huron languages.3 

It is reasonable to assume, therefore, that a civilization with similar characteristics, though not 

necessarily of equal development, would be found in these related nations. If the Alleghans or the 

Cherokees were the builders of the extensive earthworks of the Ohio valley, the presumption is 

that their kindred, the Iroquois or Hurons, constructed the mounds in the vicinity of the eastern 

end of Ontario, provided that either of these nations occupied this region in former times. 

Such a conclusion, it is true, robs the student of an attractive field for speculation. The remote 

past becomes comparatively modern. The vanished race of Mound Builders which once lived in 

our school histories, gives place to the rude savages who ranged these forest, when Europeans 

first set foot on this continent. Today this seems the most probable solution of the origin of the 

remains in this section, and, since absolute proof appears to he unattainable, probability is as 

near as we can come to the truth. 

The Iroquois. 

The aborigines who claimed sovereignty over this region prior and subsequent to the historic 
period were the Iroquois4, a warlike people, whose villages extended from the Hudson River 
along the Mohawk Valley and the lakes of central New York to the neighborhood of Niagara. 
Though composed of five independent nations, each speaking a distinct dialect, the Iroquois were 
united in a confederacy variously termed the "Hodenosaunee" (People of the Long House), "the 
Iroquois Confederacy," and "the League of the Five Nations."5 
Beginning at the Hudson and proceeding westward the confederated nations occupied the land in 
the following order, the Mohawks, the Oneidas, the Onondaga the Cayugas, and the Senecas. Of 
these the Mohawks, were the most formidable and influential and the Senecas, the most 
numerous, while the Onondagas from their central position and from the fact that the great 
council fire of the Confederacy was kindled in their territory rivalled the Mohawks in influence, as 
they did the Senecas in numbers. 
The character of the Iroquois and particularly that of the Mohawk, was peculiarly abhorrent and 
repulsive according to modern standards. Fierce, cruel and brutal, his nature was devoid of the 
finer sentiments of love and mercy. He seemed to lack natural affection  
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and to be controlled by his passions. Even his fidelity was rather that of the brute than of the 

man. Devoted to the chase he hunted men as he did animals, for the sole gratification of his 

ferocious instincts, finding his chief delight in massacre and in the torture of his captives. In 

person foul, in life degraded, it is only in his poetic imagination and in his eloquence at the 

council-fire that the Iroquois warrior rose above the beast. 6 Add to the ferocity of his disposition, 

his tenacity of purpose, his sagacity in war and council, his powers to endure hunger, cold and 

privation, and his fortitude under torture add these qualities, and he becomes, as he was, the 

most powerful and most dreaded of the Indian race. 

Though their fighting force appears to have never exceeded twenty-five hundred warriors, the 

confederates annihilated nation after nation destroying with relentless fury thousands and tens 

of thousands of men, women and children, until from the St. Lawrence to the Potomac and the 

Tennessee, and from Nova Scotia to the Mississippi. They were masters supreme. A more 

remarkable record of conquest can scarecly be found in the pages of the world's history, and well 

are they entitled to the name which has been given them, "the Romans of the West."7 

Although opinions may differ as to the personal characteristics of these savages and as to the 

motives which influenced their lives-for even they find apologists-there can be but one as to the 

important part which the Confederacy played in the struggle between England and France for the 

sovereignity of North America. In the early part of the 17th century the French explorer 

Champlain accompanied a band of Algonkins to the lake which bears his name. There they met 

and defeated, chiefly through the effectiveness of the fire arms of the white men, a party of 

Mohawks. This act in conjunction with the later alliance of the French with the Hurons, Algonkins 

and other heriditary foe of the Iroquois aroused in them a bitter hostility to the Canadian settlers, 

which for a century and a half yielded neither to the diplomacy nor arms of France. Stretching like 

a slender chain between the rival colonies of the two great European powers the Five Nations 

formed an impassible barrier to French advance southward, and a sure bulwark to the Dutch and 

English settlements. Never swerving in its friendship to England, or rather in its hatred of France, 

the Confediracy held in check the enemy until the Anglo-Saxon, gathering force and vigor behind 

this savage rampart, took the offensive and compelled France to relinquish her dominion over 

Canada. The services rendered to England by the Iroquios are inestimable. Without their  
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undying hatred for the French the whole course of American history might have been changed.8 

It was this league of indomitable warriors, and the Oneidas and Onondagas in particular, who 

held in insecure tenure, as a portion of their hunting grounds, the territory which now forms 

Jefferson County; and, though after the arrival of the Europeans on the St. Lawrence and the 

Hudson these Indians never permanently occupied it, they had here a few fishing villages and 

winter camps for hunting. 

Indian Trails and Canoe Routes. 

This region, however, was chiefly a land of passage for the Iroquois in their excursions to the 
beaver-lands north of Lake Ontario, to which they claimed title, and for their war-parties against 
the French on the St. Lawrence and the western Indians coming to the Montreal fur-market by 
way of the Ottawa River. 
The canoe route from the Onondaga Nation to Canada passing down the Oswego River skirted 
the eastern shore of Ontario to Stony Creek in the present town of Henderson; a mile up this 
stream there was a short "carry" to the head of Henderson Harbor; here the route divided; the 
one to the Ottawa following the lake islands, Stony, the Galloups and the Ducks, to the northern 
shore, and thence by the Cadaraqui River, on which Kingston now stands, and by the Rideau to 
the Ottawa; the St. Lawrence route passed from Henderson into Chaumont Bay, where the 
voyager could cross to the river by the "Long" or "Short Carrying Place" on Point Penninsula, or 
paddIe up Chaumont River to the head of navigation, from which a portage of six miles brought 
him to French Creek at Clayton.9 
From the Oneida country two routes passed through this section. The first, and most generaly 
travelled, began with a long "carry" from Oneida Lake to the Salmon River at some distance from 
its mouth and thence to Ontario where it followed the Onondaga route.10 The second was from 
the Mohawk up West Canada Creek, thence through the forest to the headwaters of the Black 
River, down which the Oneida paddled to the neighborhood of the present site of the village of 
Great Bend, where he took a trail which soon brought him to the Indian River; here again, 
launching his canoe he followed the winding stream to Black Lake, from which he reached the St. 
Lawrence by the Oswegatchie River.11 
It has been necessary in these remarks concerning the Iroquois and their routes through this 
region to consider some things, which come  
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chronologically later, but the intimate connection of this people with our subject both 

prehistorically and historically, has compelled this digression. 

Iroquois Myth and Tradition. 

The Indians of North America possessed strong imaginative powers, which found 

expression in the poetic imagery of their orators and the folk-lore of their medicine-men. 

In two of the tales, which were often repeated in the "long-houses" of the Confederacy, 

this region prominently figures. One is purely mythical; the other, traditional. 

The myth is one of several concerning the origin of the Iroquois race.
12

 Upon the banks of 

one of the small streams flowing northward into the south branch of Sandy Creek, where 

the rocks are piled in confused heaps and where once stood a grove of giant pines, there is 

issued from a subterranean world by a way torn open by the thunder blast of "Ha-wen-ne-

yu," the Great Spirit, a red-skinned man and woman. Following down the little rivulet to 

the larger stream the pair rejoicing in their new-found world of light, built their hut where 

the salmon crowded the rapids in floodtime, where the beaver abounded, and where the 

woods were filled with moose and elk. Here in the forest gloom of this hunter's paradise 

the first Iroquois reared their children and founded a race of future conquerors. Such was 

the legend recounted to many a band of Iroquois mourners, who gathered in the hut of the 

deceased after the funeral rites had been performed. 

The tradition which has to do with this section is one concerning the migration of the 

ancestors of the Five Nations from the neighborhood of Montreal to their later home in 

central New York.
13 

When the Iroquois were but one nation and few in number, so the tale 

runs, they lived along the northern shore of the St. Lawrence below its rapids engaged in 

the peaceful pursuit of agriculture. 
14

 Here they were conquered by a savage tribe from the 

upper Ottawa, who lived solely by the chase and who often during severe winters were 

forced to sustain life by eating the buds and young bark of trees, from which cirtumstance 

the Iroqunis termed them "Adirondacks" which means "tree-eaters."
15

  

The brutal tyranny of their conquerors at last compelled the un-warlike Iroquois to open 

rebellion. Unsuccessful in their endeavor the vanquished fled up the St. Lawrence to 

escape the wrath of their masters. This flight was not one of a night nor of weeks but 

doubtless occupied years, the ffugitives repeatedly facing their foe and gaining war skill by 

constant battle. Along the St. Lawrence and through the woodlands of Ontario's eastern 

shore the nation slowly retired contending  
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stubbornly for the new villages which they constructed, until flnally, hopeless of peace, they 

turned inland, and crossing the ridges of the Lesser Wilderness or following up the Oswego River 

they founded a new home far away from the land of the Adirondacks.16 

It is but natural, as the legend unfolds and the long struggle for existence and freedom passes up 

the St. Lawrence to the shores of the lake that the mind should turn instinctively to the 

earthworks scattered through this county. 

Was it here that the ancestors of the great Confederacy made their last stand before crossing the 

highlands into the valleys of the Mohawk and Onondaga? Was it here that the first Iroquois 

developed their wolf-like characteristics which made their posterity the scourge of eastern North 

America? An affirmative answer is mere conjecture based upon a tradition retold by generations, 

and yet it presents a possible explanation of the grass-grown trenches and ramparts, which invite 

the thought and consideration of the curious and the scholarly. 

Samuel de Champlain.17  

The historic period of this region begins with the adventurous expedition of Champlain, in 

the early years of the 17th century, to the western waters of the St. Lawrence system. 

There are four figures pre-eminent in the history of New France-Jacques Cartier, the 

discoverer of the St. Lawrence; Samuel de Champlain, the explorer of the Great Lakes; 

Rene Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, who gave the West to France; and Louis de 

Buade, Comte de Frontenac, the greatest of the royal governors. Of these four the last three 

landed on these shores. 

Samuel de Champlain, the son of a Biscayan mariner, was in 1603 commissioned by 

Henry of Navarre to explore the regions discovered by Cartier. Possessed of a powerful 

frame, indomitable energy and absolute fearlessness, this French sailor, already 

experienced in the hazards of the western ocean, was well fitted to undertake the mission. 

For twelve years he explored the eastern territory about the Gulf of St. Lawrence, but in 

July, 1615 he set out with two white companions and several Indians to visit the distant 

country of the Hurons lying about Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe. Having reached his 

destination by way of the Ottowa River Champlain joined a large war party, which was 

about to proceed against the Iroquois, and paddling down the River Trent reached Ontario 

at the entrance of the Bay of Quinte.
18

 

We can picture the bearded and sun-browned Frenchman in his steel cap and cuirass, his 

leathern garments stained and torn by the  
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forest, seated in the bow of his birch canoe as it glided out upon the waters of the lake. We can 

imagine his feelings of ardor and expectation as unknown shores rose from the waves of this 

great inland sea. Behind and about him moved a fleet of canoes containing scores of swarthy 

warriors, whose naked bodies swaying to the sweep of the paddles shone with vermillion war-

paint, while the eagle plumes of their war-caps bent to the lake breeze. 

The exact course of this flotillia has been the subject of dispute, but whether they crossed to the 

eastern shore by the islands called the Ducks or about the head of Long Island (also named Grand 

Island), the band undoubtedly camped for a night at the foot of Galloup or Stony Island. So it was 

upon one of these that a white man first set foot on the soil of what is today Jefferson County. 

Ten years from now will be the tricentennial of that event. Would it not be appropriate if a 

monument could then be unveiled upon one of these is lands in commemoration of the sturdy 

explorer who was the first to dare the unknown waters of Ontario? 

From the place of the first encampment two routes for the expedition have been suggested by 

the authorities, the one into Henderson Harbor and thence by land to Salmon River, the other by 

water along the cliffs of Stony Point and the sandy shores south to the same river. From an 

examination of Champlain's map of 1632 and judging from the known caution of the Indians in 

avoiding the rocky promitory of Stony Point it would seem as if each of these suggested routes 

was in part wrorg It should be remembered that, while the topography ot the region was 

unknown to the French explorer, it was undoubtedly familiar to many of the warriors who 

accompanied him. These would naturally have followed, and doubtless did, the usual Indian route 

to the head of Henderson Bay, crossed overland to Stony Creek and crept along the Ellisburgh 

shore to Salmon River. Here concealing their canoes in the forest, the Hurons, confident in the 

invincable character of their white allies, took the Oneida trail south. 

The exact date when Champlain first beheld the waters and shores of eastern Ontario cannot be 

certainly determined, but it was some time between the first and tenth day of October, 1615. 

Before the 25th of the month he was again in his canoe speeding northward toward the Story 

Creek Portage. The attempt upon the Iroquois stronhold had failed and his undisciplined army of 

savages pursued by their foe had fled to the lakeshore. Champlafn himself sorely wounded by 

arrows was borne through the forest on the back of a warrior, complaining bitterly at his lot but 

thankful to find the canoes unmolested by the enemy. With precipitate haste the beaten Hurons  
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crossed the lake to the northern shore, where they remained several weeks before proceeding 

homeward. 

The Frenchmen had expected to return to Quebec by way of the St. Lawrence, but being unable 

to obtain canoemen they were forced to return to the Huron country for the winter. The 

following spring they reached the French settlements by way of the Otawa. 

First Voyagers Among Thousand Islands. 

Champlain did not explore the upper St. Lawrence, although some writers have so stated.19 The 

honor of being the first white man to look upon the wondrous scenery of the Thousand Islands 

belongs to Pere Poncet, one of the early Jesuit missionaries, who was a prisoner among the 

Mohawks. In 1653 he succeeded in making his way to Ontario, and his Indian companions 

constructing a canoe near the outlet of the lake (probably in Henderson Harbor) paddled him 

down the St. Lawrence to Montreal. 

The impressions made upon the black-robed missionary by the island scenery were far different 

from what we should have anticipated. The dark foliage of the hemlock and cedar, the black rocks 

overgrown with moss and tangled vines seem to have produced a mental gloom akin to dread, 

rather than the admiration and pleasure usually excited by the wondrous beauties of the St. 

Lawrence. To the austere priest the beautiful was within, a purity of thought, a hope of eternity; 

all that was without was tainted with sin; all nature was an instrument in the hands of the 

Adversary to win men from their allegiance to God.20 

A year after Father Poncet returned to Montreal Simon le Moyne, another member of the Order 

of Jesus, renowned for his discovery of the Onondaga salt springs, passed up the St. Lawrence in a 

canoe, and coasting along the eastern shore of Ontario entered the Oswego River.21 

The decade which followed was the blackest period in the history of New France. The Iroquois, 

now skilled in the use of firearms they obtained from the Dutch traders of Fort Orange, swarmed 

into the Canadian forests and skulked about the little settlements on the St. Lawrence. The 

Ontario route to the Ottawa was travelled by numerous war-parties, and scores of Iroquois 

canoes passed down from the lake to the neighborhood of Montreal in search of scalps and 

plunder. It was during the latter part of this decade, in 1661, that the courageous priest LeMoyne 

again visited the Thousand Islands and Ontario on his way to the Onondagas, daring a route that 

was everywhere infested by the Mohawk war-bands.  
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Two years later (1663) the valley of St. Lawrence was visited by an earthquake, of which the 

historian Charlevoix gives a most vivid description.22 Beginning in February with tremendous 

upheavals which overthrew mountains and changed the beds of rivers causinging the greatest 

terror among the colonists, already harassed and disheartened by the depredations of the 

savages, the seismic disturbances continued until August becoming less and less frequent. 

Unfortunately there was no scientific observation or report of the result of the earthquake, so it is 

impossible to say what topographical changes took place, or to what degree it affected this 

region. 

Courcelles and LaSalle. 

When the fortunes of Canada had reached their lowest ebb Daniel de Remi, Seigneur de 
Courcelles, arrived as governor with the Marquis de Tracy as royal intendant. The governor's 
energetic policy of retaliation upon the Mohawks brought rest to the wearied colony. 
Negotiations for peace were renewed and the route to the Onondaga country was again 
frequented by white men. 
It was about this time that Cavalier, better known to the world as La Salle arrived at Montreal. He 
was a young man not thirty years old, when, tempted by the tales told by Seneca traders of a 
great river flowing westward from the lands south of Ontario, he organized a small party to visit 
the unknown stream hoping that it would be found to empty into the Great South Sea. In seven 
canoes La Salle and his companions paddled up the St. Lawrence, and passing by the usual Indian 
route through this region he followed the lake shore to Irondequot Bay. Here we must leave the 
daring young explorer, though he will be found later in this neighborhood. 
Canada now entered upon a period of rapid growth and development, as the direct result of the 
administration of her able intendant, Jean Baptiste Talon. He had at once recognized the strategic 
importance of the water at the eastern end of Ontario, and in 1670 strongly advocated the 
establishment in that region of a military post garrisoned with a hundred men and furnished with 
a galley which could be used to intercept the Iroquois war-parties passing between Henderson 
Bay and the Cadaraqui River or the St. Lawrence. Soon after recording this suggestion and 
apparently upon further information he advised the construction of two posts, the one on the 
north side, and other on the south side of the lake at its outlet.23 Unfortunately for the future 
peace of New France this latter plan was either disapproved or ignored. 
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Governor Courcelles, perceiving, however, the necessity of protect ing the Ottawa River from 

Iroquois depredations and making it a safe highway for the transportation of furs from the west, 

determined to personally inspect the region about the outlet of Ontario which seemed to be the 

key to the situation. He therefore set out from Montreal on June 3, 1671, with fifty-six 

companions. In order to impress the Indians with French ability he managed with much difficulty 

to drag up the rapids of the St. Lawrence a flat-bottomed galley of two or three tons burthen. On 

the 12th of June he entered Ontario. 

Here he found encamped in the bays of the eastern shore engaged in fishing and hunting a 

number of Iroquois, who had been apprised of his coming by the Jesuit Simon le Moyne, whom 

the Governor had dispatched in advance to proclaim his pacific intentions. Some where on the 

shores of Chaumont, Henderson or Black River Bay. Courcelles met the hunters, expressed to 

them his desire for their friendship and trade, and gave them letters for the missionaries laboring 

in their villages. Satisfied with the wonder caused by his galley and with the friendliness of the 

savages the Governor returned to Montreal convinced more than ever of the necessity of 

garrisoning the outlet of Lake Ontario. 

The chronicler of the expedition, while making much of the difficulties encountered in ascending 

the rapids of the St. Lawrence describes another annoyance with which those who today journey 

through the northern forests in June and July are unpleasantly familiar. It was the mosquito or 

black fly; and of it the writer gave this vivid description: "It is a fly, similar to the French gnat, so 

tormenting that a vast number of them are constantly around you, seeking an opportuuity to 

light on the face or parts of the body protected merely by a slight covering easily pierced by their 

sting, and are no sooner down than they suck blood, in place of which they deposit a species of 

poison, that excites a strange itching with a small tumor which lasts three or four days."24 One can 

imagine Seigneur de Courcelles, famous for his elegance of manner and superbness of dress, his 

face distorted with the venomous bites of the insects, slapping, scratching and cursing with all the 

vehemance hut none of the grace for which the courtiers of "Le Grand Monarch" were ever 

renowned. 

Arrival of the Comte de Frontenac. 

The year after this expedition its leader was forced to retire from the governorship on 

account of ill health. He was succeeded by the Comte de Frontenac. The new governor 

was a man of exceptional  
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ability and strength of character, though with extravagant tastes which he did not hesitate to 

gratify with money often obtained by very questionable means. He furthermore aroused the 

antipathy of the clergy by his high-handed methods, and it was chiefly through their efforts that 

he was finally recalled. 

Frontenac immediately perceived the necessity of controlling the eastern end of Lake Ontario, 

and in 1673, the year after his arrival, he determined to inspect the region.25 Having sent forward 

La Salle to the Onondagas to invite them to a council on the north side of the Lake, he started up 

the St. Lawrence and reached Ontario before the Indian deputies arrived. While awaiting their 

coming the Governor personally explored the eastern shore visiting the bays and islands of this 

section. 

On the arrival of the Indians a great council, occupying several days, took place at Cadaraqui; and 

there Frontenac remained some time entertaining the Iroquois and extending his examination of 

the southern shore, until his men had completed a log fort, which with characteristic modesty he 

named "Frontenac" as he subsequently did the lake which it was intended to guard. 

La Salle and Fort Frontenac. 

La Salle, whose ability and enterprise appealed to the energetic governor, was shortly after 

the return of the expedition to Montreal given the command of the new post. Loving 

adventure and restles by disposition the young commandant often visited the islands and 

shores on this side of the lake, which he reported to abound with elk, deer, bear, otter and 

the grey moose. In his correspondence may also be found accurate descriptions of the wild 

fruits indigenous to the soil.
26

 

In 1675 La Salle was granted a patent of nobility; and, upon condition that he construct a 

stone fort and garrison it, he was given seignorial authority over Fort Frontenac and the 

islands opposite it, together with the fishing rights over Ontario and its rivers.
27

 The lake 

abounded in white fish, lake trout and other food fish and the streams swarmed with 

salmon and brook trout. Even in the early part of the last century enormous catches of 

salmon were made in the Ellishurgh creeks. It was over these waters that Sieur de la Salle 

held the exclusive, but then useless privilege of taking fish; and the grant also included the 

equally valueless monopoly of hunting on the lake shores. 

The Comte de Frontenac was accustomed to make an annual visit to the fort on the 

Cadaraqui, often extending his journey to the eastern  
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shore of the lake, where he seems to have had in view the possibility of establishing another post, 

as the Intendant Talon had advocated.28 

Hennepin.29 

It was at this time that Louis Hennepin, a Reccolet friar (who subsequently published a hook of his 
travels containing the first picture of Niagara Falls and other interesting illustrations) was 
stationed at Fort Frontenac to labor among the Indians encamped on the Cadaraqui and the Bay 
of Quinte. In the winter of 1677 accompanied by a soldier of the garrison he crossed the frozen 
lake on snow shoes to this region and thence made his way through the forest to Onondaga. He 
visited the Oneida and Mohawk villages, from which turning northward the two companions 
crossed the watershed between the Mohawk and Black Rivers, and following down the latter to 
Ontario finally arrived safely at Fort Frontenac. 
Though the Chevalier de Ia Salle carried on an extensive trade with the Indians at Cadaraqui he 
failed to make the venture a financial success and in 1682 the Marquis de la Barre, who had 
succeeded Frontenac as govenor, seized the seigniory during La Salle's absence in the Mississippi 
country on the ground that it was forfeited because the fort had not been maintained. 

La Barre's Expedition to La Famine.30 

Meanwhile the Iroquois, grown arrogant by their successes against the Indian allies of the French 
in the west, treated the garrison of Frontenac with increasing insolence, intercepted the canoes 
bringing furs from the upper lakes, and even plundered the bark with which the French navigated 
Ontario.31 The disorders continued to increase in spite of the embassy of Charles le Moyne, the 
most famous Indian fighter in Canada, who in 1683 passed through this region to the Seneca 
country returning to Montreal with deputies from that nation.32 Impelled by renewed outrages of 
the Iroquois, particularly against the Illinois, La Barre, a feeble and timid old man, decided finally 
to conduct a punitive expedition against the Senecas, who were the chief offenders. Collecting an 
army of eight hundred whites and two hundred Indians he proceeded to Fort Frontenac arriving 
there August 9, 1684. 
Immediately on his arrival the governor dispatched the Jesuit Jacques de Lamberville to his elder 
brother Jean, who was resident among the Onondagas with the request that the latter use their 
influence with that nation to persuade the Senecas to an amicable settlement  
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of the differences between them and the French. At the same time he sent forward Sieur 

D'Orvilliers with two brigades and a party of Indian scouts to La Famine, which, La Barre reported 

was "a post favorable for fishing and hunting." A week later having received word that the 

Onondagas intended to send delegates to council with him, the governor embarked in his 

batteaux and canoes for La Famine. 

The location of La Famine has been a subject of much controversy and discussion. After carefully 

weighing the evidence it seems probable that the place of meeting between La Barre and the 

Onondagas was at he mouth of Sandy Creek in Ellisburgh. No other spot seems to so fully coincide 

with the conditions described.33 

The force which M. de La Barre led across Ontario to the marshy shores of this locality must have 

presented a strange appearance to one familiar with the usual order and discipline of a military 

expedition. Of over one thousand men but one hundred and thirty were regular troops. The 

remainder consisted of peasant militiamen, adventurers, coureurs de bois, Hurons, Ottawas, and 

Algonkins, with a number of Iroquois, who having been converted by the Jesuits had removed to 

Canada settling near Montreal and on the Bay of Quinte. 

Of this little army the least amenable to discipline and the most picturesque were the coureurs de 

bois, unique products of the wilderness who had abandoned civilization for the freedom-or rather 

the license-of the forest.34 A writer of the time says, that many of them had become veritable 

barbarians wearing the clout, leggins and head-dress of the Indians, their black beards and hair 

hanging over their naked breasts and shoulders, which exposure had bronzed to the color of their 

savage companions. They even employed for adornment vermillion war-paint and brass earrings; 

scalped their enemies; tortured their captives; indulged in the war-dance; uttered the war-whoop 

and were the prey of superstition like the Indians whom they imitated. 

These strange adopted sons of the wilderness play an interesting part in the border wars of 

Canada, now aiding and now resisting the French authorities, ambushing English and Dutch fur-

traders in the west smuggling beaver-skins from the Ottawa to Fort Orange, or guiding a devoted 

priest through the forests. Governor Denonville said of them, that they were "tall and well-made, 

robust and active, and accustomed to live on little;" but that they were "guilty of an infinitude of 

disorders," and that "the most frightful crimes" were perpetuated by "the young warriors and the 

French who resort  
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to the woods." Uneducated, impatient of restraint, brutish in life cruel and passionate, the 

coureurs de bois were a most uncertain factor in military operations.35 

Starting from Fort Frontenac the galleys and canoes of La Barre, after battling with a strong head 

wind and high sea, reached Galloup or Stony Island, where they passed the night, and arrived at 

La Famine in the evening of the next day. There the Governor found the vanguard under 

D'Orvilliers suffering with many cases of am intermittant fever, which was probably the same as 

the malarial "lake fever" to which, the Rev. Mr. Taylor says, the early settlers of Ellisburgh were 

subject while cutting hay in the marshes. To add to the discomfort and depression of the army, 

dampness spoiled large quantities of the bread which had been baked at Frontenac, and a 

scarcity of provisions was imminent.36 

When the Iroquois deputies arrived on September 3rd, they found La Barre, who had then been 

two weeks at La Famine with his fever-stricken and half-starved followers, ready to make peace 

on almost any terms. The council was brief and, through the influence of a Seneca chieftain who 

was present but took no part in the discussions, France, by the treaty which was signed on the 

4th, ignominiously abandoned her western allies, becoming practically neutral in the war of 

extermination which the Senecas were waging against the Illinois. Immediately on the conclusion 

of the council the French set out for Fort Fronternac, abandoning many of their canoes and some 

of their batteaux because there were not enough men free from disease to man them. 

The Je Jean de Lamberville who from the first had advocated peace rather than punishment, 

hailed La Barre as "the Liberator of his Country"37 but Lewis XIV was not equally pleased. He 

informed the Intendant de Meules that he was much dissatisfied with the outcome of the 

expedition and was "seriously displeased" at the abandoment of the Illinois, the allies of France. 

At the same time the king wrote to La Barre relieving him from the governorship, politely adding 

"your years do not permit you to support the fatigues inseperable from the duties of your 

office."38 So ended La Barre's American career. He was succeeded by the Marquis Denonville. 

Denonville's Expedition.39 

The new governor found affairs along the St. Lawrence in a very satisfactory state, but in 

the west it was far different. The Senecas with many of the Mohawks were vigorously 

prosecuting the war in the Illinois country burning villages, laying waste the fields, and  
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murdering thousands. In order to divert the Senecas from their prey and to force their war-

parties to return from the west, Denonville determined to invade their territory. 

About the time that this expedition was to set out from Montreal, D'Orvilliers, the commandant 

at Fort Frontenac, seized by the governor's order, forty Iroquois encamped near the fort engaged 

in trade and sent them bound to Montreal. This was done for fear that these savages, though 

friendly to the French, might warn their kinsmen of the impending invasion.40 It was an ill-judged 

act which bore bitter fruit.  

Denonville, accompanied by the Chevalier de Vaudreuil, arrived at Fort Fronterac on July 1st, 

1687, with seventeen hundred troops; and on the 4th the expedition in one hundred and forty 

batteaux and a large number of canoes set out for the Iroquois country "by way of La Famine." On 

the same day they very opportunely reached the "Island named des Galots", for a tempest swept 

over the lake shortly after their arrival. All that night and the following day the storm continued, 

and it was not until noon of the 6th that the batteaux could again be launched and the journey 

renewed. Before evening Denonville's boats had been drawn out on the sandy beaches near La 

Famine, where it would appear from later documents he established a temporary post to guard 

the line of communication.41 In returning from the expedition the Governor crossed the lake near 

Niagra and followed the northern shore to Frontenac, thus circumnavigating the lake and not a 

second time visiting this region. 

It is of interest to note that the converted Iroquois who accompanied Denonville were led by 

Kryn, "Le Grand Anie" (the Great Mohawk), as he was called by the French42 who two years later 

directed the savages in the attack upon Schenectady and became notorious as a marauder along 

the New England border.43 

The Strategy of Kondiaronk.44 

Another event, which occurred at this time and in this section, aroused the Onondagas and 

Oneidas even more than the unprovoked seizure of their warriors near Front Frontenac. 

Kondiaronk, better known as "Le Rat,"
45

 a chieftain of the Dinondadies living at 

Michillimacinac, was suspected by the French of secret dealings with the Iroquois. The 

rumor reached the ears of the chief, and in order to convince his white friends of his 

fidelity and to secure their friendship he organized a war-party and set out for the Iroquois 

country by way of Fort Frontenac. Arriving at the post Kondiaronk found that, as a result 

of Denonville's expedition, the Oneidas and Onondagas  
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were disposed toward peace, and that their envoys were expected to pass Frontenac within a few 

days on their way to Montreal. The commandant urged the Dinondadies, therefore, to return 

home lest their presence might cause the Iroquois to be suspicious of the intentions of the 

French. 

Kondiaronk seemingly complied with the request and led his war- party out of the fort. But it was 

not his purpose to allow the peace negotiations to continue, if he could prevent them, fearing 

that friend ship between the French and Iroquois would be injurious to the interests of his nation. 

Crossing the lake by a circuitous route the chieftain concealed his warriors near the portage 

between Stony Creek and Henderson Harbor.46 Two days later the unsuspectirg envoys with forty 

companions arrived and were suddenly attacked by Kondiaronk and his men. The surprise was 

complete, all of the Iroquois being killed or captured. 

The chieftain now exhibited a shrewdness, for which he was famous. He gave his captives to 

understand that he had ambushed them by direction of the French authorities; and they in turn 

told him of their mission and the promised safe-guard of the Governor. Upon hearing that the 

party which he had attacked were envoys, Kondiaronk evinced the greatest astonishment and, as 

Dr. Colden says, pretended "to grow Mad and Furious" declaring that he would "be Revenged of 

him (the Governor) for making a Tool of him to commit such horrid Treachery." Bewailing the fact 

that he had attacked the sacred persons of ambassadors through ignorance of their office, the 

wily chieftain as evidence of his sincerity set free his prisoners and furnished them with arms and 

ammnunition. Completely deceived the Iroquois assured him of the gratitude of their people and 

turned back to their country. 

Kondiaronk immediately recrossed the lake to Front Frontenac, presented himself before the 

commandant and exclaimed, "I have killed the peace." Without vouchsafing further explanation 

to the astonished officer he rejoined his warriors and was soon on his way to Michillimacinac. The 

results were all that the crafty savage could have desired, from one end of the Confederacy to the 

other sounded the war- songs and steamed the war-kettles, while the war-posts bristled with 

hatchets as their owners, daubed with the paint of battle, vowed vengance against the 

treacherous Frenchmen. 

While hundreds of the infuriated Iroquois sought the lower St. Lawrence by the way of Lake 

Champlain killing and capturing scores upon scores of the settlers about Montreal, others equally 

enraged turned to the stone fort upon the Cadaraqui. Charlevoix  
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says that Lake Ontario, "was covered with the enemy's canoes." Party after party from the 

Onondaga, Cayuga and Seneca cantons paddled along the lagoons of Ellisburgh, crossed the 

portage at Stony Creek and passed northward through Henderson Bay toward Frontenac. The fort 

was invested. A few Of the garrison fell into the hands of the savages and as wretched captives 

passed through this region on their way to an agonizing death in the fires of the Iroquois villages. 

At last the defenders, few in number and hopeless of relief, destroyed their supplies, threw their 

cannon into the bay, scuttled their vessels, and blowing up the walls of the fort made good their 

escape to Montreal.47 

The abandonment of the Cadaraqui station and also the fort at Niagara was a serious blow to the 

prestige of the French arms. Ths Iroquois controlled Lake Ontario, and the route at the eastern 

end of the lake, which led to the Ottawa, was open to their warriors. Band after band sought that 

highway to the west plundering and murdering the traders as they passed down the river with 

their bales of furs for the Canadian market. For a time the trade was paralyzed, and the chief 

source of revenue for New France was cut off. 

Frontenac's Expedition Against the Onondogas.48 

In this extremity the Court of Versailles, forgetting the short-comings of the Comte de Frontenac 

and remembering only his energy and ability, sent him out again as governor of the colony. 

Althouuh the Iroquois had boastfully declared that the fort on the Cadaraqui should never be 

rebuilt, the sturdy governor sent a strong force to the place in 1695 and soon the white flag of 

France again floated above the stone bastions of Fort Frontenac.49 

To still further impress the Onondas--the nation he deemed most dangerous to French interest in 

the west--Frontenac determined to invade their territory and chastise them for their active 

hostility to France. Early in July, 1696, taking command in person he departed from Montreal with 

two thousand men including a large number of Indian allies. In advance of the vanguard went fifty 

coureurs de bois and Abenakis under the commnand of Mantet, notorious as the officer who 

directed the sack of Schenectady in 1690.50 On July 18th the army arrived at Fort Frontenac. Eight 

days later they departed in batteaux and canoes and arrived at Grenadier Island where they 

encamped, Mantet and his scouts keeping well in advance of the main body. The day following 

the expedition made its camp on the Ellisburgh sands and on the 28th entered the Oswego River.  

 

 

 

pg73.html#forty_seven
pg73.html#forty_eight
pg73.html#forty_nine
pg74.html#fifty


JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  

 

Page 55 

 

Three weeks later the courageous old nobleman, far past his "three score years and ten", feeble 

in body but indomitable in will, issued with his transports from the mouth of the Oswego. He had 

succeeded in humbling the haughty Onondagas, and had forced the Oneidas to sue for peace. In 

spite of a severe gale the fleet started on its homeward journey covering ten leagues the first day. 

The chronicler of the expedition says: "The navigation is quite dangerous for canoes and 

batteaux; the waves extraordinarily high and the land very difficult, there being numerous shoals 

in some places, and in others head lands against which the billows dash to a stupendous height." 

Here is evidently the impression made by a coasting voyage along the Ellisburgh shore and the 

cliffs of Stony Point. That night the army encamped "in a river," so the memoir states, though it 

was probably in Henderson or Chaumont Bay, and the next day arrived at Fort Frontenac. 

From its rebuilding in 1695 until its capture by the English in 1758 the fort on the Cadaraqui was 

uninterruptedly maintained by the French. To those experienced with the conditions existing the 

control of Lake Ontario became an important factor in the rivalry between England and France for 

the possesion of North America. Canadian officials were continually urging their home 

government to establish a military post on the south side of the lake, which with Fort Frontenac 

and Fort Niagara would insure French control. The New York authorities were equally 

importunate in their demands for funds with which to erect a fort on the lake shore. Viewed from 

overseas things looked much less important than they did in the provinces, and neither the 

French nor English govern appreciated the soundness of the advice. As a result the state of affairs 

remained practically unchanged for a quarter of a century although France continued to extend 

and strengthen her chain of forts in the west. 

Oswego51 

Governor Burns of the Province of New York finally succeeded in 1726 in securing funds 

to erect a fort at the mouth of the Oswego River, where two years before a block house for 

trading purposes had been built. The following spring the work was commenced and soon 

completed though not without protest and menace on the part of the govern of New 

France. 

The French governor, the Marquis de Beauharnois, made formal protest to Governor 

Burnet, and at the same time sent the Chevalier Begon to Oswego.
52

 Before reaching Fort 

Frontenac the Chevalier sent runners to the Onondagas and Oneidas requesting an 

interview.  
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In response envoys from the two nations met him on the "Ile aux Galots," where the council-fire 

was kindled, the pipe of peace smoked, and several days were passed in feasting and speech-

making. Before leaving the island the Iroquois promised that they would insist upon the 

immediate withdrawal of the English from their lands--a promise which they never fulfilled and 

probably never intended to. Elated with the result of this interview Begon proceeded to Oswego 

and formally demanded the demolition of the fort. The demand was ignored by the English 

commander, and the Chevalier returned to Montreal having accomplished nothing by his mission. 

The succeeding thirty years are uneventful in the history of this region. Both governments 

continued to strengthen their respective outposts and to watch with jealous eye the operations 

of the other. France constructed two or three small vessels at Fort Frontenac, and immediately 

England did the same at Oswego. These vessels built by the rivals seem to have been modelled on 

lines very similar to the flat-bottomed, sloop-rigged scows, which today navigate Ontario, except 

that they were furnished with banks of oars and carried an armament of small cannon. 53 

De Lery's Expedition.54 

The renewal of hostilities in 1755 after seven years of uncertain peace had been 

anticipated. Governor Vaudreuil hastened reinforcements to Niagara and Frontenac and 

planned an immediate attack upon Oswego, which was however delayed on account of the 

lack of artillery. The energy of the French governor, the intrigues of Joncaire, the famous 

coureur de bois, with the Senecas, and the effect of the defeat of General Braddock upon 

the Indians placed the English outpost at Oswego in grave peril. 

In March, 1756, De Lery, a Canadian lieutenant of colonial troops, led an expedition on 

snow-shoes from La Presentation (now Ogdensburg) against Fort Bull near the present site 

of Rome. De Lery passed through the eastern section of this county and, appearing 

suddenly before the English fort with two hundred and fifty Canadians and a hundred 

Indians, compelled its surrender. Having destroyed the stores which he found, the French 

commander hastened northward taking with him thirty prisoners. Among these was a 

trader, Robert Eastburn, who wrote an account of his experiences as a captive. Instead of 

returning by the same route by which he had come De Lery on reaching Black River 

appears to have followed its western and southern banks to Ontario. Here he was fortunate 

in finding near  
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the shore some batteaux from Fort Frontenac, which ferried him with his men and prisoners 

across the mouth of the river, whence he marched to the St. Lawrence and along its banks to La 

Presentation. 

The French Camp on Six-Town Point.55 

Doubtless the batteaux which were so opportunely in the neighborhood of Black River 

Bay, were engaged In the transportation of troop and supplies from Fort Frontenac to Six-

Town Point where, in accordance with Vaudreuil's plan against Oswego, a fortified camp 

was to be constructed. As soon as the ice in the lake had broken up sufficiently for 

navigation (which seems to have been that year exceptionally early), Captain de Villiers, 

one of the most famous partisan leaders of Canada, was sent with eight hundred Canadians 

and Indians to establish a post "at the head of Nioure Bay," as the waters of Henderson and 

Black River Bays were called. This camp was intended as a base for scouting parties 

toward Oswego and the Mohawk.
56

 

Within a few years the outlines of an entrenchment could be easily traced on that portion 

of the point known now as "Warner's Island". The work was a square with bastions at each 

corner, and extended between fifty and sixty feet on a side and was probably constructed 

of logs set uptight in the ground. Situated on the inner side of the point this stockaded 

camp possessed exceptions; advantages for watching the channel between the mainland 

and Stony Island and the harbor from which ran the portage to Stony Creek. It is 

appropriately named in the documents "Camp de l'Observation." 

Dr. Hough in his history of Jefferson County also mentions another post established by the 

same officer at the mouth of Sandy Creek, but it must have been of a very temporary 

character, since it does not figure to any extent in the numerous papers referring to the 

period. 

From the camp on Six-Town Point Villiers despatched scouts to watch the English at 

Oswego, the garrison of which had been considerably reinforced, and his Abenakis and 

Ottawas brought in many scalps and prisoners.
57

 In the early part of June (1755) an 

English sloop attended by eight galleys landed a party on the "Ile aux Galots" who 

intended to remain some days on a reconnaissance. It happened that a band of Villiers' 

Indians saw the landing, and they hastened to the camp to notify their commander. Under 

cover of darkness a force was sent in canoes to surprise the enemy. The enterprise was 

successful; fifteen of the English were killed or captured and among the latter the 

commander of the scouting party. The remainder managed to reach their vessels and made 

their escape to Oswego.  
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First Naval Battle on the Great Lakes.58 

Between Fort Frontenac and Camp de l'Observation the French vessels were constantly 

passing with men and supplies, carrying despatches, and incidentally guarding the 

approaches to the two posts. "On the 25th June," writes Governor Vaudreuil, "as our two 

Corsairs, were cruising between the "Islands of Couis (the Ducks) and the Galots, one of 

them being near the Bay of Nioure got intelligence of a schooner returning to Chauagen 

(Oswego)." The two French vessels pursued the stranger but she managed to elude them. 

The following day the two "corsairs" having spent the night in Henderson Bay were 

returning to Fort Frontenac, when three English sails were sighted approaching from the 

Ducks. The French immediately attacked them, and after putting two of the enemy's 

vessels to flight captured a twenty-ton sloop with six sailors and eight soldiers. This is 

noteworthy as the first naval battle which took place upon the Great Lakes. It was fought 

in the neighborhood of Galloup Island and close to the present boundary line between 

Canada and Jefferson County. 

Montcalm's Expedition Against Oswego.59 

Meanwhile the Marquis de Montcalm had arrived in Canada to take command of the 

military operations. He found the preparations for the attack upon Oswego almost 

completed; and, perceiving the strategic importance of the post, he determined to direct the 

expedition in person. On July 2 he arrived at Fort Frontenac, where three regiments of 

regulars,
60

 numbering thirteen hundred men, together with seventeen hundred Canadians 

and Indians had already been assembled. 

An officer of the Regiment of La Sarre gives some interesting details of the expedition. On 

the day of Montcalm's arrival this regiment embarked, encamped that night on Galloup 

Island, and on the following day arrived at Camp de l'Observation, where they constructed 

a number of ovens and commenced baking bread for the army. On August 5th the main 

body left Fort Frontenac and proceeded to Galloup Island where they were compelled to 

remain two days on account of rough weather. On the 8th they arrived at the camp in 

Nioure Bay. 

At dawn on the 9th the march began from the head of Henderson Harbor, Canadian and 

Indian scouts scouring the woods in advance, while the veteran grenadiers of La Sarre led 

the van. Across the portage to Stony Creek and along the sands of Ellishurgh toiled the 

French army. All that day and the succeeding night the march continued.  
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The batteaux laden with artillery, ammunition, and provisions, having rounded Stony Point, 

followed the troops. On the 12th Oswego was beseiged and two days later capitulated. 

Having razed the fortifications "from cellar to rafter," and, having captured six sloops and a large 

quantity of munitions, Montcalm returned to Nioure Bay with sixteen or seventeen hundred 

prisoners. Among these was Colonel Peter Schuyler, nephew of the famous Indian commissioner 

Peter Schuyler, called by the Iroquois "Quider Schuyder," whose influence had preserved to 

England the friendship of the Confederacy during the latter part of the 17th century. At Camp de 

l'Observation Montcalm left the Regiment of La Sarre to supervise the transportation of the 

stores collected there, he himself with the rest of the arm proceeding directly to Fort Frontenac. 

It is probable that during the year 1757 a small detachment was stationed at the Nioure 

outpost,61 but the immediate danger on the western frontier having been removed by the 

destruction of Oswego, the regular troops were recalled to take part in the campaign about 

Crown Point. It would appear that by the close of the year Camp de l'Observation had been 

abandoned on account of the numerical weakness of the Frontenac garrison. It was never again 

reoccupied. 

Bradstreet's Expedition Against Frontenac.62 

In 1758 the English again took the offensive and General Bradstreet with an army of four 

thousand men proceeded to Oswego and marched thence along the lakeshore to Henderson 

Bay, where on August 26th he was discovered by Indian scouts from Fort Frontenac. On 

the next day twenty-six hundred English appeared before the fort, which surrendered 

without resistance since its garrison consisted of but fifty-three men. Having burned the 

buildings and scuttled five of the seven vessels in the port retaining only two twenty-ton 

brigs, Bradstreet retired to Henderson Bay before he was intercepted by the French troops 

already en route up the St. Lawrence. 

Accompanying General Bradstreet in this expedition were Colonel Phillip Schuyler and 

Captain Horatio Gates, the one to be honored by Posterity for his magnanimous patriotism 

at the battle of Saratoga, the other to be condemned for his jealous intrigues against 

Schuyler and Washingion. A lieutenant in the expedition was George Clinton, who became 

New York's governor and a vice-president of the United States. 

The army remained some days on the shores of Henderson Bay, but finding the French 

troops had turned back on learning of the fall of Fort Frontenac they retired to Fort Bull 

carrying with them the  
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artillery which they had captured, many of the cannon being brass pieces, which had been taken 

from Braddock at the time of his disasterous defeat, and had later been used by Montcalm in his 

attack upon Oswego. 

French Scouting Camps. 

The general successes of the English arms forced the French to contract their western line 

of defense along the St. Lawrence. La Presentation and a redoubt, Fort Levis, at the head 

of the Galop Rapids became the guardians of the upper river, although scouting parties 

were to he found in Lake Ontario. There was in August, 1759, a small entrenched camp on 

Galloup Island, and other temporary camps appear to have been situated on Grenadier 

Island and on the mainland near the present site of Cape Vincent.
63

 From these outposts 

the coureurs de bois and the Indians kept in close touch with the English operations on the 

upper Mohawk and further west. 

Lord Amherst's Expedition.64 

But the great conflict for North America was nearly ended. Quebec fell on September 17, 

1759, and Governor Vaudreuil fled to Montreal, where he bravely maintained the hopeless 

struggle for another year. Finally on September 7, 1760, three armies invested the town, 

and the Governor was forced to make a general capitulation of Canada. The largest of the 

three English armies was under the command of General Lord Amherst, and came down 

the St. Lawrence from Oswego. 

During the summer troops had continued to arrive at Oswego preparatory to the final scene 

in the great drama. On the arrival of Lord Amherst and his staff Colonel Sir Frederick 

Haldimand was sent forward to the outlet of Ontario with a small detachment to drive in 

the enemy's outposts, but he found that the French had withdrawn to the neighborhood of 

La Presentation. The army shortly arrived in a large fleet of transports, and proceeded 

down the St. Lawrence to fight the last battle of the war at Fort Levis. 

It is interesting to note the officers of this expedition that passed through the waters of this 

region, the names of whom have become familiar to every American through the parts 

played by them in the War for Independence. Among them were General Thomas Gage 

and Lieutenant Israel Putnam, fifteen years later to be rival commanders in the opening 

scenes of the Revolution. Holding commissions were Horatio Gates and Charles Lee, the 

two soldiers of fortune who had come to America with General Braddock. Espousing the 

cause of the colonists in the apparent hope of personal gain the two comrades  
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attained high military rank in the Continental Army, but closed their careers, the one as an 

unscrupulous intriguer against his great commander, the other as a trator to his adopted country. 

In charge of the seven hundred Iroquois, who accompanied Amherst's army was Sir William 

Johnson, the famous Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and with him were his nephew and son-in-

law Guy Johnson and Colonel John Butler, the notorious Tory leaders of the New York frontier. 

The Fort on Carleton Island. 

With the English conquest of Canada the importance of this region as a borderland ceased 

for a time, and it is not until 1774 that it is again mentioned. In that year Sir Frederick 

Haldimand, the commander of the British forces in America, in connection with a general 

scheme of military occupation of the Great Lakes, caused a fort or stockaded camp, to be 

erected on Buck or Deer Island, now called Carleton Island. It seems probable that Gereral 

Haldimand's knowledge of the locality acquired as the commander of the advance guard of 

Amherst's army had much to do with the selection of the spot for the fortification. 

The outbreak of the American Revolution in the year following the construction of the post 

on Carleton Island again made this region the frontier between warring peoples, but it did 

not occupy the same relative importance to the events of that period that it had to those of 

the English and French wars. In the latter struggle the southern shores of Ontario had been 

almost continually in the possession of England or her savage allies; but in the Revolution 

the American line of defense lay along the Mohawk and Susquehanna, Ontario being 

entirely controlled by the English posts at Niagara, Oswego, Frontenac and Carleton 

Island. 

With the commencement of hostilities Colonel Guy Johnson, who upon the death of Sir 

Wiliam had succeeded to the office of Indian Commissioner fled from Guy Park on the 

Mohawk to Oswego accompained by the infamous Butlers, father and son, and the 

Mohawk chieftain Thayendanegea known commonly by his English name of Joseph Brant. 

At Oswego Johnson assembled a great council of fifteen hundred Indians and, exercising 

the power of the Johnson name, he persuaded the large majority to cast their lot with 

England, only the Oneidas and a portion of the Tuscaroras of the Iroquois Confederacy 

preferring the friendship of the rebelling colonists.
65

 

The council occurred in May, 1775. Two months later the Tory leaders with a chosen band 

of warriors and about two hundred  
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Loyalists passed through this region on their way to Montreal.66 In the following year Sir John 

Johnson, the son and heir of the old baronet, and Colonel Daniel Claus, another son-in-law of Sir 

William, abandoning their estates on the Mohawk, fled to Canada, where the former raised a 

Tory regiment known as the "Royal Greens." 

From the time that the British authorities had sanctioned the employment of savages to reduce 

the colonists to submission,67 the fort of Deer Island, which in 1777 or 1778 was renamed 

Carleton Island became a favorite resort for the bands of Tories and Indians, who harried the 

outlying settlements of the New York frontier perpetrating the most horrible atrocities upon their 

former neighbors and friends.68 

St. Leger's Expedition.69 

In conjunction with the advance of General Burgoyne by way of Lake George, and as a 

part of the British plan of campaign of 1777, Major Barry St. Leger was directed to 

proceed to Lake Ontario and from that point strike Fort Schuyler (more commonly referred 

to by its old name of Fort Stanwix), march down the Mohawk valley and attack General 

Schuyler's army in the flank or rear. In advance of St. Leger's army of seventeen hundred 

men Colonel Claus and Sir John Johnson with the "Johnson Greens" went up the St. 

Lawrence; and Colonel Claus, who had become Superintendent of the Canadian Indians 

fixed upon Carleton Island as the place of rendezvous for the savages who were to 

accompany the expedition. On July 8th St. Leger with his troops arrived and about the 

same time came Colonel John Butler from Oswego. 

St. Leger, having supplied the Indians with arms, ammunition and vermillion, and having 

offered, it is alleged, a liberal bounty for scalps,
70

 left Carleton Island and advanced to 

Henderson Bay where the troops disembarked and commenced the march down the coast. 

It had been the original intention to take the trail from Salmon River to Oneida Lake, but 

the British commander on reaching that river unwisely issued a quart of rum to each 

savage, "which," as Claus writes, "made them all beastly drunk, and in which case it is not 

in the power of man to quiet them." As a result the plan of march was changed, and the 

expedition continued along the coast to Oswego, where Brant had collected a large war-

party to co-operate with St. Leger. 

Fortunately for the cause of American independence the attempted flank movement ended 

in failure. The battle of Oriskany  
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turned the tide against the British arms and was the beginning of the disaster which culminated in 

the surrender of Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga. 

On the return of St. Leger's expediton from Oswego a severe storm was encountered near the 

entrance to the St. Lawrence; several transports were wrecked on the rocky shore of Point 

Peninsula, and others barely escaped by taking refuge in Chaumont Bay. 

The prisoners, a number of whom had been taken, were brought to Lake Ontario with the 

retreating army; and through the indifference or wanton cruelty of the British commander several 

were permitted to remain in the hands of the savages. In view of the losses sustained by the 

Indians at Oriskany and about Fort Schuyler this action of St. Leger was peculiarly atrocious. It is 

said, that a band of Ottawas crossing from Henderson to Quinte stopped at Galloup Island, and 

there tortured to death and devoured one of these wretched captives, his bones being 

discovered not long after by an American scouting party from Fort Schuyler. 

Fort Haldimand.71 

Soon after the defeat and capture of Burgoyne Sir Guy Carleton was at his own request 

retired as Governor of Canada, though remaining in the military service. He was 

succeeded by Major General Haldimand. The new governor was famliar with the strategic 

points in the defense of the upper St. Lawrence, and at once determined to make the 

stockaded camp on Carleton Island a permanent post to control the southern channel of the 

river. For this purpose he sent engineers to the island in 1778, and caused the construction 

of a fort, which was known as Fort Haldimand. 

At Carleton Island the British built a number of vessels for the navigation of Lake Ontario, 

and the post became a principal rendezvous for the scalping parties which harassed the 

New York frontier. The Indians flocked there from the south and west; and on the 

mainland opposite the island appears to have been their "Great Camp."
72

 There the savage 

kindled their council-fire and held their wild orgies, exchanged the bloody trophies of 

massacre for English gold, and boasted of their crimes. 

It was at Carleton Island before and after the construction of Fort Haldimand that Brant 

aroused the blood-thirst of the Mohawks and sent them forth, with the Tories of Colonel 

John Butler and his son, Walter the most infamous villain of the border, to ply the torch 

and hatchet in the valleys of central New York. It was there that Sir Guy Johnson delivered 

to the Indian chiefs presents  
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from the English king, and urged them on in their work of slaughter and pillage by the promise of 

future reward. 

The grey ruins of Fort Haldimand still stand as a gaunt monument to the black deeds which were 

hatched within its walls when the Johnsons and the Butlers sat there in council with Brant and his 

chieftains--a crumbling memorial of a nation's crime in subjecting a kindred people to the horrors 

of an Indian war, in which neither age nor sex protected from nameless cruelties. 

After the peace of 1783 the uncertainty of the northern boundaries left the fort in the possession 

of Great Britain. In 1796 surveyors of the Macomb Purchase found there a British corporal and 

three soldiers.73 Possession so continued, the Canadian authorities controlling both channels of 

the St. Lawrence, until the post was captured by the Americans at the opening of the War of 

1812.74 

Conclusion. 

The allotted period of local history closes here. Looking back over the years prior to the 

first settlement in the wilderness, where are now the farms and villages and cottage-lined 

bays and islands of Jefferson County, one cannot but be impressed with its interesting past. 

Its waters and shores have witnessed events which have controlled the destinies of this 

continent. Its soil has been trod by men famous in the annals of American history. 

In the long roll of distinguished names are those of Champlain Frontenac and La Salle; La 

Barre, Denonville and Mantet; Vaudreuil and Montcalm; the Jesuits, Le Moyne, 

Lamberville and Charlevoix; the great Iroquois chieftains, Kryn and Thayendanega; the 

British generals Bradstreet and Amherst, Gage and Haldimand; the soldiers of fortune, 

Horatio Gates and Charles Lee; the American patriots. Putnam and Schuyler and Clinton; 

Sir William Johnson. Sir Guy and Sir John; those scourges of the border, the Butlers and 

Claus; besides those of many others who were conspicuous in the stirring scenes enacted 

during the 17th and 18th centuries along the great river of Canada and the lake from which 

it flows. 

From the first tradition of the Iroquois this region has been the disputed land of nations; 

the Canaan of the West. Its wooded shores and rocky islets have echoed the yells of savage 

warriors; its dark forests have rung with the tramp of marching soldiery; across its waters 

have sounded the boom of cannon and the cries of combat. Not until the energies of the 

new-born republic had transformed the wilderness into broad pastures and waving grain-

fields did peace come to this land of conflict, and even then it was to once again hear the 

noise of battle.  
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Ninety years have passed since the last hostile shot sounded in this region. May it be the will of 

heaven that never again shall this border of ours become the theater of war, but that the future 

may hold in store for Jefferson County peace and prosperity to the end. 

APPENDIX 

EARLY MAPS AND GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES. 

It is natural to expect that the maps of newly-discovered regions should at the first he very 

imperfect, but that with increasing knowledge and more careful observations the mistakes 

should disappear. This did indeed happen in regard to the territory, now within the 

boundaries of Jefferson County, but the corrections were made much later and took much 

longer to secure general acceptance than might be supposed. Even during the last quarter 

of the 18th century the upper St. Lawrence and the eastern portion of Lake Ontario were 

incorrectly delineated on the maps. 

The trouble in this particular case seems to have been that the map-makers derived their 

data from the writings or sketch-maps of historical chroniclers and unscientific travellers 

who paid little attention to actual locations and were indifferent to or negligent of distance 

and direction. 

Furthermore, cartographers are usually, perhaps wisely so, extremely cautious in the 

adoption of information contradictory of existing maps. They assume that their 

predecessors had proper and sufficient data, and unless conclusively proven to be false 

they are unwilling to assume the responsibility of changing them as charted. From this 

attitude of map-makers toward maps already drawn, and from the further fact that maps 

are unaccompanied by the data consulted in their preparation, mistakes once made are 

copied and recopied, each copy forming cumulative proof on the supposition that the 

copyists had confirmed the truth by independent investigation. As a result cartography, 

particularly that of a hundred years ago, is peculiarly liable to perpetuate errors arising 

from incomplete knowledge, misinformation and conjecture. 

Trend of Ontario's Shore. 

This persistency of geographical error is demonstrated by an examination of the maps of 

this region published during the 17th and  
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18th centuries, which often make uncertain the location of places named by contemporaneous 

writers and in the official documents. 

The most noticeable fault in the earlier maps is the trend of the eastern shore of Lake Ontario, 

which is extended northeast and south west, instead of north and south as it should be. The 

result is that there is no defined outlet to the lake but a gradual narrowing like a wedge, the 

southern and eastern shores being merged into one. This error which affects the points of the 

compass as given in documents is very marked in the maps of Champlain (1632), Galinee (1669), 

and Joliet (1674). It is less marked in a map made about 1683, preserved in the Archives of the 

Marine at Paris, and has entirely disappeared in the map of the Jesuit, Pierre Raffeix (1688), yet to 

show how persistent such an error may become and how later observers may through 

carelessness confirm it, it may be noted that Charlevoix, the Jesuit historian in 1721 stated that 

looking westward from the head of Galloup Island he could see the mouth of the Oswego River, 

while in fact from that island Oswego lies almost due south. 

Islands Near the Outlet of Ontario 

The next prominent fault is the location of the islands in Ontario near its outlet. (It is not 

strange that the islands in the St. Lawrence should, before an accurate survey had been 

made, be shown conventionally.) In the earlier maps the lake islands are scattered about 

with little regard to their number, extent and location. In the Champlain map (1632), 

however, two unnamed islands are shown in shape and situation corresponding to Galloup 

and Stony Islands with an accuracy which could only have been acquired from actual 

observation. 

On the Raffeix map (1688) for the first time appear "Iles des Gallots" in nearly their proper 

position, although the large estuary east of the islands, formed by Chaumont. Black River 

and Henderson Bays is contracted into the mouth of a narrow river. 

Some fifty years after the Raffeix Map there was issued a French map (1744) which is in 

the Paris Marine Archives. This shows "I. aux Galots" quite accurately placed, but the "I. 

aux Chevreuils" (Grenadier Island) and the "I. aux Reynards" appear hetween the Ducks 

and Galloup Island, and the former between Grenadier Island and Fort Frontenac. 

A few years later (1758) the London Magazine published a map of Fort Frontenac "with 

adjacent countries" to illustrate the military operations in that region. Upon it "Deer 

Island" (Ile aux Chevreuils) and "Foxes Island" (Ile aux Reynards) are located due  
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west of the southern point of the "Bay of Niaoure" (the estuary formed by Chaumont, Black River 

and Henderson Bays), which would be Six-Town Point. To the southeast of these islands and very 

close to the mouth of Stony Creek are three islands named on the map "I. aux Galots." Stony 

Point, called "Traverse Point", appears also at the mouth of this creek. The confusion of locations 

and the errors are so great as to forbid explanation, but they demonstrate the ignorance of the 

English concerning the geography of the region. 

Another English map, which may be considered authoritative, was one of the Province of New 

York made by the cartographer Sauthier (1777) under the direction of the last provincial 

governor, and published in London in 1779. On it the "Couis" (Ducks), "Chevreuils", "Renards" and 

"Galots" are laid down with approximate accuracy as to location, although the last islands are 

composed of a group of seven and are very extraordinary in shape. Six-Town Point and also Stony 

Point are shown, the latter being marked "Pt. de la Traverse, now Portland Point." 

The peculiar contours of some of the islands may not be so erroneous as they appear in 

comparing them with the modern maps. The gravelly formation of many of the islands and the 

shores makes them susceptible to rapid change. As an instance of this fact, residents of the town 

of Henderson, who have been alive in the last forty years, remembered Campbell's Point Shoal in 

Henderson Bay as an island of several acres, although now submerged below the surface of the 

lake. Undoubtedly other shoals were islands a century ago, and during that time the shore lines 

have materially changed. 

Meaning of the Name "Galloup." 

There has been at different times discussion of the meaning of the name which is now 

spelled "Galloup" or "Galloo", though no satisfactory conclusion seems to have been 

reached, and it is not now proposed to solve the problem but only to submit the facts which 

have bearing upon the subject. In the first place it is to be noted that this name is the only 

one in this section which has retained its French sound, if not its French spelling. It seems 

a significant fact that the English translated the names of the other islands given them by 

the French but this has remained for two centuries practically the same. There may be any 

one of three reasons why this was so: (1) the name may have had the same sound in 

English and French and had the same meaning; (2) the word may have had no counterpart 

in English; and (3) the English may never have known  
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the meaning and so had to adopt it without change or else rename the island. Any one of these 

reasons may be the true one but the first would seem the most probable if supported by other 

evidence. 

In the Raffeix map (1688) the name is spelled "Gallots" and in all the others referred to, in which 

the island or islands are named, it is spelled "Galots." (The preposition compounded with the 

article is "des" or "aux" showing the word is in the plural number). Now neither of these words 

belong to the French language as found in the French dictionaries. They must, therefore, be a 

corruption of an Indian word, which from their sound seems very improbable, or else a 

misspelled French word. If the latter is the correct explanation, there seem to be three words, 

any one of which might offer it self as a source of the name. These are (1) galets (pebbles), (2) the 

adjective galeux (scrufy), and ( galiotes, also spelled galliotes (small galleys used in the 

Mediterranean Sea and having one mast and seats for sixteen or twenty oarsmen). While the first 

word suggested has some strong points in its favor, namely, the pebbly character of the shores of 

the island and the fact that the word is masculine, the persistency of the ending "ots" is strongly 

against it. The second word being an adjective and not a noun, and being very different in spelling 

seems the least probable of the three. The third word, on the other hand, has the strongest claim 

for consideration in spite of its feminine gender, which ignorance, carelessness, or an obsolete 

masculine fortm may explain away. 

In the first place in writing the word "galiotes" mistake or lack of knowledge might have dropped 

the letter "i" or changed it to the letter "l". The "c" may have been dropped through error as to 

the gender or may not have existed if there was an early masculine form. In the second place the 

French used for navigation on the lake flat-bottomed barges or scows fitted with a single mast 

and banks of oars, similar to the small Mediterranean galleys, and the "Ile aux Gallots" was one of 

the principal places of refuge and refreshment for these vessels in crossing from Fort Frontenac 

to the southern shore. And in the third place the English name for craft of this sort is galiots or 

galliots, practically the same word appearing on the French maps, which would account for the 

continuance of the name on the English maps. 

"Deer Island" of the English Maps. 

The name of another island, which is often mentioned in the documents relating to this 

region, is the Ile aux Chevreuils (Island of the Roebucks), now called Grenadier Island. 

The name, which may be translated as it is in the London Magazine Map (1758),  
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"Deer Island", or in order to preserve the gender "Buck Island", has been often applied to 

Carleton Island. From this fact the fort on the latter island has been by some supposed to be of 

French origin, through confusing it with a temporary scouting camp which the French for a time 

maintained on the "Ile aux Chevreuils." On the Sauthier official Map (1779) Carleton Island is put 

down as the "Ile a la Biche" (the Island of the Roe), which also may be translated "Deer Island" as 

it was by the English officers stationed there in 1777-1778, though not "Bucks Island" or "Buck 

Island" as was subsequently done in complete disregard of the original gender. It is apparent that 

the natural consequences of such loose translations would result in confusion and contradictions 

as to the location of the original Deer Island or Buck Island. 

Omission of Black River from the Maps. 

Turning again to the cartographical errors a mistake, which at once catches the eye, is the 

general omission of Black River from the maps, even the Sauthier Map (1779) has no 

suggestion of it. Only in the Champlain Map (1632), in which the distances are so 

uncertain as to make very difficult the identification of streams, and in the Raffeix Map 

(1688), in which no bay is shown at the mouth, the river entering abruptly into the lake, is 

the existence of this prominent natural feature of this region recognized. 

This omission is explainable from the fact that the inland region was not on the route 

usually followed by white men through this territory. The configuration of the shoreline 

between Mexico Bay and the St. Lawrence, and the location of the islands along the coast 

were of far greater practical importance to the travellers and officials of the period when 

the maps were prepared than the marking of a river which was for thirty miles from its 

mouth unnavigable for canoes. 

Nioure Bay 

The arm of the lake, embracing Chaumont, Black River and Henderson Bays, was known 

as Nioure, Niouare, Niaouenre and Nivernois Bay, and for a considerable time after the 

settlement of this county as Hungry or Hungary Bay. This body of water does not appear 

on the maps until the 18th century, and its shape like its name changes with each 

cartographer. At the first it is a broad estuary extending directly inland with a few islands 

scattered along its Southern shore, but in the Sauthier Map (1779) it has assumed 

something like its proper shape, so far as Henderson Bay is concerned, but Chaumont Bay 

is much too small, while Black River Bay is not shown at all.  
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In this map Six-Town Point is much too large and too prominent, being in fact of much greater area 

than Point Peninsula. Stony Creek, called "R. de l' Assomption", "Assumption Riv." and "R. a Mr. de 

Comte", is shown with much plainness, its upper course flowing near the head of Nioure Bay, between 

which and the river Sauthier marks the portage which was commonly travelled. 

The Region Inland 

On the Sauthier Map (1779), to the eastward of Niaouenre Bay lies a large unnamed lake near 

the present site of Watertown, and still further to the east are immense tracts of marsh-land 

dotted over with ponds. Across this latter region are printed the words "full of Beavers and 

Otters." While it is possible that a century and a half ago the swamp to the west of Watertown 

was a body of water of considerable extent, it seems to be more probable that the map-maker 

was depicting Perch Lake, and that the marshes and ponds were those of the Indian River, the 

favorite hunting grounds of the Iroquois. 

Map names of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. 

The names borne by Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River are shown in the following table:  

Date Map of Lake Ontario St. Lawrence River 

1624 Sir William Alexander 
 

The Great River of Canada 

1632 Champlain Lac St. Loius 
 1642 ---In French Archives Lac Ontario 
 1647 Robert Dudley 

 
R. Di Canada 

1656 Sanson Ontario ou Lac de St. Louis La Grande Riviere 

1658 Duvals Atlas Lac St. Louis D. de Canada 

1669 Galinee Ontario 
 1674 Joliet L. Ontario 
 1681 (?) Joliet L. Ontario 
 1683 (?) In French Archives Lac Ontario ou Frontenac 
 1683 Hennipin L. Frontenac Fl: de St. Lawrence 

1688 Raffeix Lac Ontario ou de St. Louis 
 1697 Hennipin L. Ontario ou Frontenac 
 1744 In French Archives Ontario Faluve St. Laurent 

1758 London Magazine Lake Ontario Iriquois or Catarakui River 

1779 Sauthier Oneario Lake River Cadarakuoi 
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The name "River of Canada" and also "River of the Iroquois" appear frequently in the English 

documents as a name for the St. Lawrence; and Cadwallader Colden in comparing the nomenclatures 

of the English and French gives for the French "Ontario lac" and for the English "Cadarackui Lake". 

It is apparent from the foregoing table, including fourteen maps in which Lake Ontario is named, that 

the name "Ontario" has persisted from the first in spite of the attempts of the French to change it to 

St. Louis and later to "Frontenac". 

On the other hand the name of "St Lawrence" for the river does not appear to have come into use 

until the latter part of the 17th century. Prior to that time the "River of Canada" and the "Gteat River 

of Canada" seem to have been the names employed. The English cartographers in the 18th century 

named the river "Cadarakoui" connecting it with the native name for Fort Frontenac and also termed 

it "The River of the Iroquois". The name "St. Lawrence" was from the first applied to the Gulf of St. 

Lawrence and later was extended to embrace the great river flowing into it. 
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applied to Stony Creek in Henderson. Black River as well as Salmon River has borne the name "Famine River," and on maps published 

about 1800, and even later, Henderson Bay appears as "Hungry Bay." These are cited only for the purpose of showing the common 

practice of transferring place-names, and not as a basis for a claim that they were properly used. Another use of the name of a 

particular locality was to extend it so as to embrace surrounding regions. An instance of this may he found in the case of Cadaraqui, 

originally the name of a river flowing into Ontario, then of a village on its banks, later of a considerable territory and also of the St. 

Lawrence River. 

There can be no doubt that Salmon River was the original "Riviere de la Famine." Charlevoix, who visited the region in 1721 and who 

wrote his history of New France some years later, states that the name was given because of La Barre's unfortunate experience; and 

he locates the place on a bay "four or five leagues from the mouth of the River toward Montreal" (III History of New France, Harpers 

ed., 1900, p.253). This may have been true of the place of conference between La Barre and the Onondaga, but was not true of the 

original La Famine, for on March 13, 1682, two years earlier than La Barre's expedition, Frontenac opposed meeting the Onondagas 

"near La Famine" (IX N. Y. Col. Docs., pp. 172 253). The proposal for that meeting was made by Jean de Lamberville, the Jesuit resident 

in the Onondaga villages, and the place proposed was not at La Famine but "near La Famine." This seems worthy of note, since the 

same priest two years later arranged the conference with La Barre. In view of the succeeding events it was natural to suppose that the 

name originated in the sufferings of La Barre's army, as was believed Charlevoix and others who have followed him as an authority. 

In view of the facts stated, the place of meeting not being at La Famine proper but nearer the St. Lawrence than Salmon River, the 

most probable bay seems to be that at the mouth of Sandy Creek in Ellisburgh. It was at this place in 1802 that Rev. John Taylor speaks 

of the remains of a batteau being uncovered in a marsh and of iron instruments of European manufacture being found. Though this 

may have been a coincidence, it is a fact that La Barre was forced to abandon some of his batteau at the place of conference. 

If this is the correct solution of the problem it becomes unnecessary to make La Famine of La Barre and of Charlovoix coincide with the 

older name as applied by Laimberville and others to Salmon River. See also in this connection Appendix, Early Maps and Geographical 

Names.  
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JEFFERSON COUNTY IN WAR. 

 

By GENERAL BRADLEY WINSLOW. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The theme assigned me by the Centennial Committee is "JEFFERSON COUNTY IN WAR." My 
understanding of this is that I will not be expected to more than outline what the people of 
Jefferson County have accomplished or attempted to accomplish in the time of war. Even in this 
view the subject is large and comprehensive, leaving out as perforce I must, many and valuable 
details; but shorn of these, the subject is too large to be properly treated within the limits 
imposed upon me for the making of this address. I may mention some of the more salient feats of 
arms performed by sons of Jefferson County, and give some particulars in regard to the different 
organizations in which they were enrolled in the wars in which they have been engaged. The 
particular incidents and personal sacrifices that individuals may have made must be left to the 
plodding historian, who it is hoped from the abundant materials at hand, and from the lips of 
living witnesses, survivors of the Civil War, will soon enter upon the great work and as speedily as 
possible accomplish it. Of course, there are no survivors of the War of 1812 to whom we may 
appeal for interesting narration and reminiscence. Hiram Cronk, living near Rome, Oneida County 
was the last survivor known who had a part on the American side in the War of 1812-15. 
In 1805 when the act of the Legislature created the county of Jefferson, there had been no war in 
which our people had a part, except that some of the settlers served in the war of the Revolution. 
Thirteen years had elapsed since the first pioneer had erected his cabin on the hills of Champion, 
in the person of Noadiah Hubbard. Those thirteen years had been uneventful in warlike deeds. 
Even the Indians did not appear to disturb the peaceful settlements or prevent the pioneers from 
following their various vocations. Certainly up to 1797 all the region of country comprised in 
Jefferson, and much of that adjoining in Oswego county and the counties sf St. Lawrence and 
Lewis was covered with primeval forest. To the south from here flowed the Salmon River, the two 
branches of Sandy Creek, and here, the turbulent Black River, and to the north the Indian and 
Oswegatchie Rivers. And all these heard no sound save their own dashings, to use the poetic 
imagery of Mr. Bryant. They followed onward to mingle their waters with those of Lake  
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Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. Very few, if any, Indians inhabited the region I have 

mentioned. It was a vast solitude. There was a grandeur about it, however, that must have deeply 

impressed all beholders. Imagine one of those early pioneers from an opening on Dry Hill or on 

one of the hills of Rutland, looking out on a clear day when the atmospheric conditions were 

perfect; what a magnificient scene must have been presented to his admiring gaze. Away to the 

East, away to the North, away to the West, where the waves of Ontario broke upon the strand in 

Ellisburg and Hounsfield were magnificient reaches of forest. On the North side of Black River, 

from the Long Falls -now Carthage- along the river for many miles, a noble pine forest was 

standing on what we now know as the Pine Plains, and then further to the North and the West a 

varied forest of pine, spruce, hemlock, maple, beech, basswood, elm and birch. A similar scene 

once met my view. In 1882 I visited the Fulton chain of lakes in John Brown's tract, and ascended 

the summit of Bald Mountain, and from a point of vantage looked over the surrounding forest. 

Away to the East were mountains, one of these I was told was Mount Marcy; the name of the 

other I do not now recall. How grand the view! It was a variegated forest landscape. There were 

great reaches of dark evergreens, interpersed with the lighter green of other varieties of trees; 

but it was forest, forest, and nothing but forest to the verge of the horizon in every direction. 

No white residents of the territory now embraced within the limits of our county prior to 1797, 

had any part in the English and French War nor in the War of the Revolution, because they were 

not. When we ask what part has Jefferson County had in war, we mean what part had its 

inhabitants in war. All the northern region bordering on the foot of Lake Ontario and on the south 

shore of the St. Lawrence from Oswego to Ogdensburg knew no resident white person. Oswego 

was a quiet military post as was Ogdensburg. These places were originally French missions, until 

their possession passed into the hand of the English at the close of the English and French War. 

For long years prior to the visit of the French Missionaries to the St. Lawrence region, it had been 

hunting ground for the Iroquois and Algonquin tribes of Indians, and was the scene of many 

bloody contests. Evidence of this is found in the many defensive works that have been found in 

different places within the county, which were constructed by Indians, though there is no 

authentic account of them, and they may have been constructed at a period long prior to the 

time of which I speak. There  
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may have been during the period of the French and English War, trails from the St. Lawrence to 

the Mohawk Valley; and a French expedition passed up the St. Lawrence, stopping at what is now 

known as Carleton Island and perhaps Grenadier Island. This expedition visited Sackets Harbor 

and Mexico Bay or the region we now know by these names. 

During the War of the Revolution the wilderness remained unbroken. Hostile incursions there 

may have been by British and Indians. The most warlike demonstration was that made by St. 

Leger with troops and Indian allies against Fort Stanwix, located where now is the City of Rome in 

Oneida County. This invasion was by way of Oswego, and the retreat of the same forces was by 

the route they came. 

The cause of the American Revolution was maintained by the people of New England, Eastern 

New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and the southern colonies. In 1783 the War of the 

Revolution closed, and the disbanded soldiers returned to peaceful pursuits. But the Black River 

country became known largely, I think, through the efforts of certain residents of Paris, France, to 

colonize the region of Castorland, but in the last year of the eighteenth and the opening of the 

nineteenth centuries there was a rapid influx of settlers, who largely occupied that portion of the 

county lying south of the Black River and a portion lying north of the river. From this time until 

the commencement of the War of 1812, the development and settlement of the county was very 

rapid, and among these early settlers were many who had served in the Revolutionary army and 

had helped to win independence from England. Here they made their homes, lived, reared 

families and died. Noble men! The especial work of marking their graves and keeping their 

memories green has been undertaken by the LeRay and other Chapters of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution. On a former occasion I made an effort to collect the names of these heroes 

and ascertain their respective places of sepulchre, but, feeling that my time is too limited, I must 

forbear mentioning them here. So far as our county became the home of revolutionary heroes, 

and their places of burial, it had a part in the War of the Revolution. 

Carlton Island in the revolutionary days, was a place of rendezvous for British soldiers, and their 

Indian allies. From thence, the army of St. Leger, a British officer, started on its expedition by way 

of Oswego, to capture Fort Stanwix. Carlton Island is now a part of the territory of Jefferson 

county. The force of St. Leger at Carlton Island is all that can be said as to the part that Jefferson  
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county had in the war of the American Revolution. Early in the 19th century, after an interval of 

about twenty years of peace, frequent mutterings were heard of hostilities toward England. The 

arrogant conduct of the Mother Country in committing trespasses up on our Merchant Marine; 

boarding our ships on the high seas; taking away seamen; alleging them to be British subjects, 

became intolerable. "Free trade and sailors rights" became a slogan that rapidly awoke the 

slumbering hatred of the masses or the people against their old time foe, Congress and the 

Federal Government protested in vain, and in 1807, passed an embargo law. This was most 

unwise legislation, for like a two-edged sword, it injured both parties. It smothered the otherwise 

patriotic ardor of the New England States, whose citizens were largely engaged in maritime 

pusuits. All along the northern frontier the people engaged in smuggling. Pot and pearl ashes 

were the important products of our people, and the sale of which was principally relied upon to 

enable the poor settlers to pay for their homesteads. To suppress it led to extraordinary efforts 

on the part of the Government, but finally on the 18th day of June, 1812, the Congress of the 

United States declared war against Great Britain. In the interim there had been in this county 

such a growth of population that there was a small organized militia. The force was numerous 

enough so that on the 19th of July, just one month and a day after war had been declared, large 

numbers of men hastened to Sackets Harbor to help repel an attack by a hostile British fleet. A 32 

pounder, the only gun of large caliber on the American side was placed upon a mound, and under 

the direction of Sailing Master Vaughn was the first gun fired at the enemy, and which was really 

the commencement of the war; and this 32 pounder, although firing but 24 pound balls, did such 

execution upon the enemy, that their entire fleet, discomfited, withdrew. The small sized balls 

were made effective for use by the ladies tearing up their carpets, and making patches, and it is 

said of Madam Vaughn, a patriotic woman, her carpets having been used, tore up her petticoats 

for the same purpose. And let me pause here to mention the fact that one of the men who served 

most efficiently as one of this gun's crew, was Julius Torry, a colored man, who, like his prototype, 

Crispus Attucks, who was the leader of the mob in Boston that faced the British soldiery on 

Boston Common in the days preceeding the Revolutionary War, and who was a victim of the 

murderous fire of the soldiery on that occasion, was loyal to his country. Julius, however, did not 

lose his life, but rendered brave and efficient service in the opening drama of the  
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second War of Independence. I assume the fact to be that Julius Torry was a resident of Jefferson 

County, and may have been a militia man. It is due to his memory to say that he illustrated, as did 

other colored men who fought under Perry at the battle of Lake Erie, thorough loyalty to the 

United States, and which the colored race in the United States has ever since maintained, and 

which had a more striking illustration in the Civil War and in the Spanish American War. 

In the War of 1812 and 15, Jefferson county was the principal theatre of war-like movements on 

the side of the United States. It was the principal rendezvous of the army, and also of the naval 

forces on Lake Ontario. The militia of the county in that war was greatly relied upon by the 

Government to render military service along our frontier, and that they rendered valuable 

servlces the history of the War of 1812 abundantly establishes. Men from Jefferson county were 

with Gen. Pike in his expedition which was undertaken on the 22nd of April, 1813, against Little 

York, now Toronto; on July 19th, 1812, the year previous, they had rallied in large force to repel 

an attack upon Sackets Harbor; they were conspicuous for gallantry and efficient service at the 

battle of Sandy Creek in 1814 in repelling the attack that was made by a British force, for the 

purpose of capturing military stores that were in transit from Oswego to Sackets Harbor on board 

of barges which had sought refuge in Sandy Creek; they were at French Creek to repel an attack 

of the enemy, and they were at Cranberry Creek when the enemy sought to retake some vessels 

that had been captured previously. On the occasion at Sandy Creek men from the towns of 

Adams and Ellisburgh, loaded on their shoulders the great cable designed for use on the frigate 

Superior that was being constructed and equipped at Sackets Harbor, and transported it in that 

manner a distance of more than twenty miles to Sackets Harbor. 

As the battle of Sackets Harbor was the most important that took place on our northern frontier, I 

may be pardoned occupying a little of your time in narration and discussion concerning it. It will 

he remembered that after the successful attack upon York, the American troops were 

transported from that point to the Niagara frontier with the exception of a small force that was 

returned to Sackets Harbor for its defense against a possible attack. The American fleet, under 

Commodore Chauncey, was engaged in the transport ation of the army when the British 

Commander at Kingston conceived the idea of taking advantage of the absence of the American 

fleet at the head of the lake to make an attack on Sackets Harbor.  

 

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  



 

Page 80 

 

and to retaliate for the injury inflicted at York, and, if possible, recapture the spoil that the 

Americans brought to Sackets Harbor from that place; so a naval force of the enemy consisting of 

six war vessels appeared on the 28th of May off Sackets Harbor. Intelligence of the fact was 

communicated to the Commanding Officer at Sackets Harbor by the schooner "Lady of the Lake," 

which had been a lookout vessel watching the movements of the enemy. On the day following, 

the 29th of May, the fleet approached within attacking distance of Sackets Harbor. 

Gen. Brown of the New York State militia was at that time at his farm in Brownville. The period of 

service of six month for which he had previously been in command along the frontier had expired 

and he returned to his farm, but on the 28th of May, when the presence of the enemy's fleet 

became known, a messenger was dispatched by the Commanding Officer, at Sackets Harbor to 

him at Brownville, and he hastened back to win for himself by his gallantry and sound judgment, 

on the following day, imperishable fame. He was one of the pioneer settlers, coming into the 

county in 1799. He had previously been a school-teacher in New York and had acquired a 

knowledge of surveying, which enabled him to become a practical surveyor in the new county to 

which he had emigrated and where he had established his residence. Gen. Brown had been 

commissioned Brigadier General in the militia by Governor Daniel D. Tompkins just previous to 

the breaking out of the war, and had command of the militia in the counties of Jefferson, Lewis 

and St. Lawrence. On receiving the tidings of the approach of the hostile fleet, Gen. Brown 

hastened to Sackets Harbor, and assumed command of the forces that were collected there. 

Alarm guns had been fired and messengers dispatched in various directions to arouse the militia 

and hasten their march to Sackets Harbor. With such alacrity had they rallied that, on the day 

previous to the battle, six hundred of them reached Sackets Harbor. They came from their homes 

and were, of course, undisciplined. There were about 300 regular troops at the Harbor, and 100 

additional arrived in time to participate in the battle commanded by Col. Aspinwall, who had 

come from Oswego by way of Sandy Creek. It was supposed that the enemy would seek to land 

from their ships on Horse Island, and the supposition proved to be correct. Of the 600 militia, 

which had collected at the Harbor, 400 of them under Col. Mills were posted behind a natural 

redoubt, made by the washing up by the waves of gravel, from four to five  

 

 

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  



 

Page 81 

 

feet high. Back and in the edge of the woods, the remainder of the militia were posted under Col. 

Gersham Tuttle. 

A calm prevailed to such an extent that the enemy were unable to approach with their fleet 

within striking distance of the town. It is said that the morning of the 29th dawned clear and 

calm; that there was not a breath of air that ruffled the placid surface of the lake; that there was 

a peculiar state of density in the atmosphere in which sounds could be heard at a great distance; 

and such was the peculiar condition of the atmosphere that the cannonading which followed was 

heard at a great distance-through Lewis County and into Oneida County, and that the musketry 

fire was distinctly heard upon the Rutland hills. 

The first firing was from a heavy gun mounted in Fort Tompkins, which was brought to bear upon 

the enemy as they landed from their boats. But they were not daunted. They marched across the 

island and confronted the militia on the shore. These at first delivered an effective fire which was 

returned, and then, from some not well explained cause, they broke and fled to the rear. The 

whistling bullets from the enemy seemed to inspire the militia with terror; and then I think alarm 

had been given that there was a force of the enemy which had been landed unobserved which 

was, in fact, a force of Indians in Henderson Bay who had come upon their flank. Col. Mills 

however did not flee, he maintained a well directed fire, aided by two small cannon loaded with 

grape shot. But this gallant officer fell early in the engagement, and thus added to the panic into 

which the militia had been thrown. 

Another one of our county's sons in the person of Capt. Samuel McNitt, who had been stationed 

with his company on the extreme left, maintained his ground until he found that he was likely to 

be surrounded and cut off when he fell back toward the village. His command formed a nucleus 

to which Gen. Brown succeeded in rallying a hundred of the militia. The regular troops under Col. 

Backus maintained their fight with bravery, falling back as the enemy advanced in good order. But 

the retreat of the militia had caused a rumor to reach Lieut. Chauncey of the navy that the battle 

was lost, and he, to prevent the capture of the naval stores in his possession many of which 

comprised spoil taken from the enemy at York, set fite to the stores, and a large portion of the 

same was consumed. 

The enemy, meantime, continued their advance and reached the clear ground near the village. 

They came on under the leadership of Capt. Gray of the Quartermaster's Department of the 

enemy;  
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a splendid soldier who led his command, and in front of them shouted for them to come on, and 

that the day had been won and for them to remember York; he suddenly fell and immediately 

expired. Had this gallant officer lived, it is more than probable that his command would have 

driven back the regulars, their leader--Col. Backus having fallen mortally wounded, and, with the 

small force of militia Gen. Brown had been able to rally, they would have had possession of 

Sackets Harbor, but the death of Capt. Gray brought the enemy to a halt, and immediately they 

began an orderly retreat and finally escaped by the route they had come over Horse Island to 

their boats. 

The British loss was 150 in killed and wounded, while our loss was about the same. Had they 

captured Sackets Harbor, there would have been an immense distruction of property. The ship 

"Pike" was then on the stocks in an unfinished condition; a prize schooner was also in the bay, 

and that was saved by the bravery of Lieutenant Tailman who boarded the vessel after it had 

taken fire and extinguished the flames; and his conduct was the more heroic from the fact that 

the schooner had a large quantity of gunpowder on board. 

I cannot dwell on many details of the battle that have become a matter of history, but must be 

content with the mere outline that I have given. There is one incident, or sequence of the battle, 

that had a peculiar interest to many people in the town of Watertown. There was three neighbors 

residing in the town, bearing the names of Abraham Graves, John Ayers and Jonathan Ingalls. The 

first named lived about two miles from the village of Watertown on the road towards Fields 

Settlement. John Ayers resided a mile and a quarter further on, and Jonathan Ingalls lived on a 

farm three-quarters of a mile distant from Mr. Ayers on another road. Abraham Graves had but 

recently been commissioned as Ensign in the militia. About four oclock the day previous to the 

battle, a dragoon came along the road from Sackets Harbor going towards Watertown, and 

summoned Mr. Graves who was hauling logs with a yoke of oxen, telling him of the coming 

enemy. Mr. Graves unyoked his oxen, repaired to his house, changed his clothing, bade his 

trembling wife goodbye and hastened away to take part in the impending conflict. Word had also 

been communicated to Mr. Ayers and Mr. Ingalls, and these two neighbors of Mr. Graves 

hastened away for the same purpose, but whether they accompanied him as they probably did is 

not definitely known; but all three on the evening of the 28th reached Sackets Harbor, and joined 

the  
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militia that were posted in front of the enemy. In some way, when the retreat began, they 

became separated from the mass of militia soldiers, and were captured by a hand of Indians that 

had been landed in Henderson Bay the day before and had approached the scene of battle. 

Upon the retreat of the enemy, they were taken by the hostile fleet to Kingston; from thence 

they were transported to Quebec and from Quebec they ultimately reached Halifax, prisoners of 

war. Their families and their associates had no tidings of them. On the day following the 

engagement, the two young sons of Mr. John Ayers visited Sackets Harbor in the hope of getting 

some tidings of their parent, but they were disappointed. They could get no trace of him, and it 

was not known until the prisoners reached Quebec what had been their fate; from there 

intelligence had come that they were prisoners of war. Reaching Halifax, Mr. Graves had in some 

way established the fact that he was a commissioned officer; he was separated from his 

companions aod given larger liberty. He was allowed to go about in certain limits on his parole. 

The others were confined on board the prison ship where it is supposed they died, as there was 

never any intelligence as to their fate received by their friends or families. Mr. Graves was 

continued a prisoner for about a year and was then taken on a cartel ship to Salem, Mass., where 

he was liberated in exchange for a British officer. 

Reaching there, he set out for his home in Northern New York. He came to Albany, and then by 

way of the Mohawk River to Utica, where he engaged a horse with a couple of men to accompany 

him to take the horse back. He came through to Field's Settlemnt and thence to his home, 

stopping about three-quarters of a mile from his home at the residence of Samuel Winslow. His 

good wife had had no word direct from him during all the period of his absence; whether he was 

dead or whether he would ever come back to her gave her unceasing distress and anguish of 

mind. It was thought after stopping at Mr. Winslow's that Mr. Winslow had better precede him, 

and in a gentle way acquaint Mrs. Graves with the fact that her husband still lived and would 

soon be home. Mr. Winslow called upon Mrs. Graves and, after the usual courtesies, had some 

conversation with her respecting some cattle that had gone astray, and then alluded to her 

absent husband. Something in his manner aroused the instincts of the lady and she looked at Mr. 

Winslow with an intense gaze, and said: "Mr. Samuel Winslow, you have seen my husband." Then 

Mr. Winslow stated the fact that Mr. Graves had returned, and a few minutes later that  
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gentleman put in an appearance at his home. What followed, of course, all can imagine better 

than any person in words can describe. In coming along the road, Mr. Graves passed the 

residence of Mrs. Ayers, but he did not have the fortitude to call upon her and tell her that he 

could give her no information concerning her husband, the probabilities being so strong that he 

had died and would never return. And so for years afterwards, Mrs. Ayers and Mrs. Ingalls in their 

widow hood lived on without knowledge of what had been the fate of their husbands. 

While there were many among the militia whose conduct in the engagement was brave and 

heroic, the larger portion became panic stricken and shamefully retreated. Ludicrous tales are 

told of the manner in which individuals behaved. One soldier, it is said became so scared that he 

set out for home on a run, and did not stop running until he reached the Rutland hills, then fell 

from exhaustion. But there were enough of the militia who behaved well to enable one to say, 

that at Sackets Harbor the conduct of many of them deserves praise. Gen. Brown, the farmer 

general as he has been called, was the master spirit--full of enthusiasm, and at the same time 

handling the troops in a most judicious manner. Captain McNitt proved himself a hero and 

Captain Elisha Camp was distinguished for coolness and bravery. I speak of these men be cause 

they were Jefferson County men. General Brown's fidelity and genuine ability secured him 

promotion, and he attained the rank of Major General, and Commander of the Military forces of 

his country, and ended his days at Washington, its Capital. 

In July of the same year of the battle at Sackets Harbor an engagement occurred at Cranberry 

Creek, which locality became a part of the town of Alexandria, when the town was organized in 

1821, in which men of Jefferson County participated. Two boats, the Neptune and Fox the former 

a private armed boat under Captain Samuel Dickson, and the later a privateer, given letters of 

mark by the Deputy Collector of Customs at Sackets Harbor were despatched from the Harbor to 

cruise in the St. Lawrence and to intercept some bateaux which would probably be coming up the 

river laden with stores for the use of the troops at Kingston. These schooners after touching at 

Cape Vincent and French Creek on the morning of the 17th, took a position at the mouth of 

Cranberry Creek. On the 18th they saw a number of British bateaux conveyed by a gun boat 

called the Spit Fire lying at Simonds landing preparing to sail to Kingston. They succeeded in 

capturing the gun boat and bateaux and taking them to Cranberry Creek and up that stream  
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as far as they could be got. The bateaux had 170 barrels of pork and 270 bags of pilot bread which 

were landed on the 20th in order to preserve them, and the request was made to the neighboring 

in habitants for assistance which brought out a few militia, who, however, did not remain but one 

day. On the 21st the enemy to the numher of 250 with 4 gun boats and one or two transports 

were discovered in the Creek. 

These were met by 30 men and attacked while landing, 20 more being stationed in different 

places to prevent their approach. The enemy made a spirited attack, but the channel having been 

closed by the falling of trees the Americans from their advantageous position finally beat off the 

British and secured the property that had been captured. It is probable, however, that the 

defenders were mostly of the crews of the Neptune and the Fox which had been dispatched from 

Sackets Harbor, and it is known that these forces were reinforced by volunteers from the 

neighboring inhabitants who displayed great bravery. 

During the summer of 1813, considerable activity was displayed by the fleet of Commodore 

Chauncey. In sailing up and down the lake and having one or two indecisive engagements with 

the enemy, it has been said with some sarcasm that Commodore Chauncey who commanded the 

American Squadron, and Sir James Yeo who commanded the British Squadron amused 

themselves and their respective comrades by playing tag up and down the lake; that neither of 

these commanders evinced any very strong desire to grapple with the other. Just what number of 

Jefferson County men were on board the vessels of Chauncey's fleet, I have no means of 

ascertaining. That there were some is most probable, although the larger part of the crews on 

board these vessels came from the Eastern States. Large numbers of them had served on the 

Atlantic Ocean on hoard naval vessels. 

In September of this year, the Secretary of War, John Armstrong came to Sackets Harbor for the 

purpose of being nearer those who were in command of the military and naval forces and with 

whom he could communicate and avoid the delay that a correspondence be tween them and the 

Headquarters at Washington must necessarily cause. Following his visit and in the late fall the 

unwise and perilious expedition to invade Canada was started from Sackets Harbor, with a 

rendezvous at Grenadier Island in Jefferson County Waters, Basin Harbor as it has been called. 

There were men from Jefferson County in that expedition, but it is not my purpose to follow it, 

and to recite the details of the disaster which followed at  

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  



 

Page 86 

 

Chryslers field in Canada. General Brown had a part in this exedition and distinguished himself by 

his good conduct which characterized his entire career in the war of 1812. The enemy made an 

attack on French Creek, which was gallantly defended by General Brown, who erected a battery 

of three heavy guns on Bartlett point. The elevation of this position enabled the battery to fire 

with such effect that the vessels of the enemy were driven off. 

In the spring of 1814 a battle took place in Sandy Creek in this County, which was of considerable 

importance in which volunteers from the inhabitants of our County had a conspicuous part. On 

the 28th of May nineteen boats or bateaux left Oswego for Sackets Harbor with a large quantity 

of stores, including heavy ordnance. The enemy's fleet was off Galloo Island waiting for these 

boats to come understanding that their cargoes were of the utmost importance for the 

equipment of some war vessels that had been building at Sackets Harbor during the previous fall 

and winter. 

The boats finally succeeded in reaching Sandy Creek in the town of Ellisburg, with the exception 

of one boat that fell into the hands of the enemy. The boats ascended the Sandy Creek as far as 

possible until they grounded two miles from its mouth. The transports were under charge of 

Lieut. Woolsey of the navy, and upon his arrival he immediately dispatched a messenger to 

Sackets Harbor for assistance, and also appealed to the people of the surrounding country to aid 

him in transportation over land to Sackets Harbor. 

On Monday morning, probably the next morning after the boats entered the creek, the enemy 

approached and followed up the creek with gunboats and cutters, and commenced a cannonade 

with a 68 pounder in the direction of Lieut. Woolsey's flotilla. The troops were landed from the 

enemy's boats, and they marched up either bank of the stream. They were met by the American 

forces and a sharp fight took place; the enemy were compelled to surtender. Some hundred and 

thirty were taken prisoners, and quite a number of the enemy were killed and wounded. The 

stores were removed to Sackets Harbor by means of teams which, considering the condition of 

the road through a new country, was a herculean task. Among the stores was a huge cable, 

designed for the frigate "Superior" which was then being built. The cable was of such bulk that it 

was found to he impossible to load it on a wagon and haul it in that way; finally the suggestion 

was made and quickly acted upon that the cable he taken up on the shoulders of men who, in 

close order and single file, should carry it from Sandy Creek to the Harbor, a distance of twenty 

miles, and the men principally,  
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who undertook this arduous task, were inhabitants of the surrounding country. It was successfully 

carried, and its arrival in that mode of conveyance at Sackets Harbor created much excitement 

and enthusiasm, and was received with loud cheers on its arrival. 

During the year of 1814, there seems not to have happened any event of any particular 

magnitude except that already mentioned at Sandy Creek. A large force was assembled at Sackets 

Harbor, consisting of militia from the counties of Herkimer, Oneida, Lewis and Jefferson. These 

were for the most part kept in barracks till the following winter when a treaty of peace was 

effected and the forces were disbanded. 

During the summer and fall of 1814, the theater of war for the army was transferred to the 

Niagara frontier, where Gen. Brown arrived in the month of June. The American troops crossed 

Niagara and occupied Fort Erie, and on the 25th of July the severe battle of Lundy's Lane was 

fought at which Gen. Brown was wounded. There is no record of any other son of Jefferson 

County having any prominent part in the campaign on the Niagara frontier, but it is probable that 

there were some who served in the ranks. The American army retired to the American side and 

went into winter quarters at Buffalo. In the latter part of the year 1814 a peace was negotiated as 

stated which occasioned the retirement of the military forces from Sackets Harbor and along the 

entire frontier and the dismantling of the navy. The New Orleans and the Chippewa were left on 

the stocks in an unfinished condition. 

History has recorded the fact on the American side opposite Fort Erie at an carlier period of the 

war Major William Cuyler was killed on the American side of the Niagara River by a shot from Fort 

Erie, and he was an Aid on the staff of General Hull, and is said to have been from Watertown, 

New York, but I have not been able to ascertain anything in regard to a family by that name 

residing there. The peace of the country was maintained so far that there was no occurance of 

war except that in 1838. There was much excitement growing out of what was known as the 

Patriot War in which a number of the misguided inhabitants of our county were involved. It is 

hardly within the limitations of my address for one to speak with reference to this matter. It 

ended in the surrender of the forces that had invaded Canada at the Wind Mill near Prescott. 

Some of the men engaged in it from this county paid the forfeit of their lives after a trial by a 

Court Martial in Kingston. Others were sentenced to imprisonment for life at New Zealand. A few 

of them after long imprisonment were liberated  
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and came back to their native country. Peace reigned until the breaking out of the war of 1848 

with Mexico except that there were frequent uprisings among the Indians of the West which kept 

employed for the most part a small army that the government maintained to keep them in 

subjection. In the Mexican War so far as I have been able to ascertain there were but five of our 

County's sons who participated. We were far remote from the Mexican border, and the questions 

involved were not of that soul-stirring magnitude that induced our peace loving inhabitants to 

volunteer to any great extent in the service of the Government. The five who went from here 

were Maj. M. R. Patrick, who afterwards held the rank of Brigadier General in the War of the 

Rebellion and who died many years ago as Governor of the Soldiers Home at Dayton, Ohio. 

Another was Maj. Jos. C. Pattridge of the Pay Department, who has been dead many years and 

whose remains were interred in Brookside Cemetery near this city. Thomas Dunlavy of Carthage, 

whom I suppose to be deceased, and Frank Nimocks, who was a resident here in boyhood, was a 

painter by occupation and served in the campaign from Vera Cruz to Mexico; James Butler of 

Campbells Point, who was a drummer boy. 

A local orator of good repute and much learning spoke of the wars in which our Nation had been 

engaged as being righteous wars, save that of the War with Mexico, which he characterized as 

having been for the purpose of spreading and strengthening the institution of human slavery, 

therefore, it was an unrighteous and unjustifiable war. With all respect for the orator, whom it is 

always a delight to hear, I think such a view is too narrow, in that the United States can hardly be 

said to have been the aggressor. Texas had been largely peopled from the United States; its 

civilization was foreign to that of Mexico. 

A revolt had been raised there, and independence proclaimed and maintained until the 

sovereignty of Texas had been recognized by our Government and by England and France. Then 

came the question of annexation. A majority of the American people favored it, and Texas was 

annexed. Of course, we were in duty bound to protect the territorial rights of the new states, 

which were threatened and menaced by Mexico. The two nations became involved in war, in 

which the United States were victorious, and in negotiating peace, we acquired large additions of 

territory. No matter if the slave holding propogandists supported the acquisition of Texas to keep 

a preponderating influence in the government, their narrow views were over-ruled. In the great 

march of freedom, they were  
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swept away, and their counsels confounded. Texas to-day is a mighty state, and could the 

statesman, Samuel Houston, be alive to witness its evolution and development, his early fond 

hopes with respect to the future of Texas as one of the great states of the American Union would 

be more than realized. No, the war with Mexico was no exception in the matter of righteousness 

to the other of our national wars, as the fruits of it abundantly prove. 

Jefferson County performed her full part in the war for the Union; she sent to the support of the 

Union a greater number of soldiers than comprised the regular army of the United States at any 

one time during the war with Great Britain in 1812. It has been estimated that over five thousand 

soldiers were recruited from Jefferson County that had a part in the Civil War. I think it is safe to 

say that a great majority of the families in our county were represented by sons or other relatives 

in the bloody struggle for the preservation of the Union, and that in the course of the conflict, 

sorrow and mourning visited a large portion of the homes from which these soldiers had gone 

forth. 

Of course, the call for volunteers was supplemented by requisition upon each of the states for a 

certain number of men to make up the number asked for. The method adopted in this state by 

Governor Morgan of New York, was to authorize the recruiting of companies to be consolidated 

into regiments. The first call was issued early in 1861, and the quota of New York was made up 

with 38 regiments. A number of patriotic gentlemen determined that there should be a regiment 

raised in this county. The work of recruting companies was begun. Steps were taken in different 

localities; the nucleus of a company was started at Adams, one at Hounsfield, and Brownville, one 

in Alexandria, one in Theresa, two here and one in Copenhagen. Such energetic work was done 

that early in May a company from each of the places I have named was recruited, and on the 13th 

of May these several companies or the most of them departed to a camp of rendezvous at Elmira 

in this State. 

Because of the novelty of the situation and of the fact that these companies represented the first 

troops raised in the county, their departure was marked with great public interest. Of course, the 

relatives and immediate friends of the men in the ranks were more deeply interested in the 

welfare of the membership of the companies than anybody else, but the general public on the 

morning that the Watertown companies left for Elmira turned out en mass. The point at which 

the cars were to be taken by the troops was at what we now know as the Junction. That was the 

passenger  
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station on the Rome, Watertown & Cape Vincent Railroad. The companies marched from Public 

Square to the railroad station at the Junction, and all the way masses of people, composed of 

men, women and children lined the streets on either side. There were parents and wives and 

sweethearts of men who were going out to offer their services and their lives upon the altar of 

their country. 

To most, the scene was of a most impressive character. The band played patriotic airs, and much 

enthusiasm was manifest, but mingled with this enthusiasm and which had a strong effect in 

curbing its manifestation were the sad feelings and thoughts of the relatives from whom the men 

of the companies were tearing themselves away. There was, as to the future, uncertainty and 

gloom. The forces that were going out were not dominated by the hope of glory or of personal 

gain, but they were actuated solely, it may be said almost to a man, by the desire to uphold the 

flag of the country. 

The 13th of May, 1861, in this locality ought to have special commemoration, for it was on this 

day that the Watertown companies set out for Elmira, N. Y., which was the place selected by the 

state authorities for rendezvous. 

Later, on the 11th day of June, 1861, at Elmira, the companies of Jefferson County-six in number 

with four other companies were mustered into the United States service as the 35th Regiment, 

New York Volunteers. Its Colonel was William C. Brown of this City, and the Lieutenant Colonel 

was S. L. Potter also of this City; the Major was Newton B. Lord of Brownville, N Y. The regiment 

was mustered into the service of the United States for two years. 

It is not within the scope of my address to follow this regiment in its career of two years at the 

front. I may say, however, that its record was a noble one, and that it performed well every duty 

as signed to it, and was especially distinguished, I think, for bravery and efficient service at the 

battle of Antietem and also at Fredericksburg. 

Some of the men of that regiment attained distinction in after years in civil life. Notably is this 

true of Col. Albert D. Shaw, who went through with the two years' service as a private and 

corporal in company A, one of the Watertown companies of that regiment. He had the distinction 

of being the first volunteer from the town of Cape Vincent. 

The next organization which was made up in part from this county was the 1st New York Light 

Artillery, which was mustered into the United States service about October 30, 1861. It was 

recruited as separate batteries, but finally organized into one regiment  
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of artillery. Its first Colonel was Guilford D. Bailey. Joseph Spratt, a young lawyer of this city, was 

the Captain of a battery, and was very severely wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks. He was 

subsequently promoted to be Lieutenant Colonel of the 10th New York Heavy Artillery. He had to 

leave the service on account of his broken health. He died on the day when Richmond fell, and it 

is said that the joy the event gave him hastened his death. His system was too weak to bear the 

shock. 

The 94th Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry recruited in this county was mustered into the 

United States service on March 10, 1862, at Sackets Harbor. Its field officers were Colonel Veily, 

Lieutenant Colonel Calvin Littlefield of this county, and Wm. R. Hanford was Major. The 94 

Regiment made an excellent record, and saw fully its measure of severe service. One of its 

officers, I think, before the mustering out of the regiment, become its Major - Mr. Samuel 

Moffett , who is now a resident of Chicago, Ill. Other surviving members of the 94th are still living. 

In this county, Major Charles W. Sloat may be mentioned as one of these, and Mr. William Loan, 

late one of the assessors of the city of Watertown, is another. Charles H. Sprague who was the 

regimental adjutant still lives, and is one of the members of our municipal government. 

The 10th Regiment New York Heavy Artillery Volunteers largely if not wholly recuited in this 

county, was mustered into the service of the United States, September 11, 1862 at Sackets 

Harbor. This regiment comprised a greater number of men than any other recruited in this 

county. It had on its rolls, I think, some 2,800 names, first and last. Its Colonel was Alexander 

Piper of the regular army; Joseph Spratt was for a time its lieutenant colonel, and there were 

three majors, Jas. B. Campbell, C. C. Abell, and Seneca R. Cowles. It was exceedingly fortunate 

throughout the most of its career at the front in escaping field duty, by serving in the 

fortifications about Washington. Of course, its losses were not heavy in proportion to the number 

of its rank and file, but every where it was a gallant regiment, and performed every duty required 

of it in a most efficient manner. The 18th regiment New York Cavalry Volunteers included one 

battalion raised from Jefferson county and the regiment was mustered into the services of the 

United States about July 30, 1852. Its service was mostly in the southern department in the 

region about New Orleans. One of our prominent Citizens was a captain in this regiment; Colonel 

W. W. Enos of Chaumont. The 20th regiment New York Cavalry mustered into the United States 

service at Sackets Harbor, September 1863. This  
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regiment was recruited in Jeff county, with one or more companies from Lewis county. It had for 

its colonel, N. B. Lord, who was also at one time colonel of the 35th New York Infantry. A 

prominent survivor of that regiment is Major C. F. Smith, residing at Copenhagen, Lewis county. 

The 186th regiment was raised in this county with the exception of two companies, one from 

Lewis and one from Herkimer counties. It was mustered into the United States service at Sackets 

Harbor, September 5, 1864, and your humble speaker was its colonel. The lieutenant colonel was 

E. J. Marsh of Adams, and the major was Abraham D. Steinberg of this city and of the town of 

Clayton. The regiment was mustered for one year, but before the close of its term of service the 

end of the rebellion had been reached. It greatly distinguished itself in the last campaign of the 

army of the Potomac against Petersburg and Richmond, and was at the final surrender of the 

rebel forces at Appomattox. 

The 26th New York Cavalry Volunteers was in part recruited in Jefferson county and mustered 

into the United States service February 22, 1865 at Watertown, hut never saw any service at the 

front. 

The 193rd regiment New York Volunteer Infantry was in part recruited in Jefferson county, and 

was mustered into the United States service April 3, 1865. Its organization was so late that it was 

not called upon to do active service in the field. 

It is estimated that our county furnished between 5000 and 6ooo of her Sons to do battle for the 

Union. Many served in organizations for the greater part recruited outside of the county, but 

none of these sons were fortunate enough to obtain high command, except in the instance of 

General Patrick, who commanded a brigade, but in average intelligence they were not excelled by 

the volunteers from any other part of our country. On no field did they turn in disgraceful flight, 

but on every occasion filled the full measure of their duty. Ay! instances were not lacking of 

exceptional bravery and brilliant conduct. And I would be glad to enumerate many of these, but 

for the fact that where all did so well and achieved so much, it would be invidious to undertake to 

make conspicuous some, and leave others unmentioned. 

In magnitude our Civil War down to the breaking out of the Russo-Japanese War was of greater 

magnitude than any other of modem times. Its bloody character and the loss of life it entailed 

and the injuries it inflicted led many of our people to indulge in the hope that war might be a 

thing of the past. Another has said, "war  
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is unnecessary and absurd; and always has been unnecessary and absurd." War is a calamity, and 

between civilized nations should be avoided if it can be by both parties; but it is not true that war 

is always unnecessary and absurd, and that no nation or people is justifled in going to war to 

secure their rights. War conducted upon a large scale inflicts irreparable injury to those who may 

be engaged in it; destruction to lives and property, and the covering with a pall of woe thousands 

of homes, are many of its baleful results. Wars in the past have been, and probably in the future 

will be necessary to the world's progress. To illustrate, was not the world benefited by the War of 

the Revolution? Was there any way of becoming rid of the tyranny of the Mother Country, except 

by war? Only through war was it possible to obtain independence and without independence it 

was not possible to create this great nation. Without war, England would never have ceased to 

tyrannize over this people; when she may have regarded it for her interest, she would have 

demanded tribute. The second war with England was necessary to establish the freedom of 

commerce and the security of all persons from seizure while under the stars and stripes. Would 

England have given up the right of search but because of war? Would chattel slavery ever have 

been eradicated except by war? Would the unity of Germany have been effected except by war, 

or could the unity of the United States have been preserved, except in like manner? The French 

Revolution was accomplished by fearful destruction of human life, but without war and 

revolution the rule of the hated Pourbon would have never been broken. Disputes between 

nations as to boundaries, and in regard to commercial interests should always be the subject of 

arbitration, or in some other way should be settled without resorting to bloody war; but in a case 

where human rights are involved; where an oppressed people are in spired to be free; away with 

all sentimentality to the effect that war is cruel and wrong, and it is better to suffer and be 

obedient than to resort to arms. A people so weak, would not deserve to he free. Who believes 

that the effete and cruel Spaniards would ever let go their grasp upon Cuba, except it had been 

severed by the sword. It is the history of humanity that where a great wrong has been inflicted by 

one people upon another, that in the end the sword is appealed to as a means of obtaining 

justice, and only by the sword does the relief come. War is an evil in magnitude proportionate to 

the injury that may have been inflicted in a particular case: but better war, with all its attendant 

evils than that the spirit of a brave people should he crushed under the heel of a degrading 

tyranny. As war  
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may open the way for an expression of free thought, it is a blessing. War has been essential to 

keep alive the martial spirit of our soldiers, for it has moved them to action always in a just cause. 

They fought for liberty, for independence, and for the preservation of the Union, which 

represents the best government the wisdom of man has ever devised. There is one phase relating 

to Jefferson county in war that we rarely consider at this time. Vie are prone to forget that the ex 

penses of equipping and maintaining a large militiary force is of necessity, enormous; the ardor of 

our young men, taken from their various fields of employment and made soldiers could be relied 

upoa.. yet the people of this county, reflecting upon the sacrifices they werv making, and desirous 

of doing what could be done in their aid, issued during the war, bonds to the amount of a million 

and one hundred thousand dollars, the proceeds of which were devoted to the pay-4 ment of 

bounties; and these bonds, I suppose, have all been paid, and this large sum was expended upon 

the volunteers in addition to the amounts that were received by them from the federal govern 

ment. It was a liberal provision on the part of our people, but no one will for a moment consider 

that it was anything in excess of just remuneration for the services rendered. It is evidence of the 

high and patriotic purpose which actuated the substantial and property holding people of our 

county. They had means, and they were will ing to make use of them to aid those who were 

devoting their lives to the preservation of the country. The lapse of 44 years since the 

commencement of the Civil W'ar has removed many of the marks of the great conflict the 

poignancy of the grief that ensued from the loss of husbands and sons has passed away with 

those who experienced it. The war itself is a memory. For particulars in regard to it, we must turn 

to the pages of history, although of course there are thousands 0 survivors from whom much of 

personal experience can I be obtained. Their tottering forms as they pass along the stree are 

reminders merely of the destructiveness of the conflict in which they were engaged. in the bloom 

and prosperity that everywhere surrounds the people of today we have the fruits of the sacrifices 

which our young men made in their efforts for the preservation of our Union. The declaration of 

war by the United States against Spain was heartily approved by the people 0 Jefferson county, 

and many of her sons had a part therein. In this war, a elsewhere, they performed I well their 

part. They were in Cuba, in the Phillipines and at Pekin,  
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China. In China they stood the test of comparison with the best troops of the European nations. 

All honor to the men who served! 'In the war with Spain, 1898, Company "E" of the 203rd Regi 

ment New York Volunteers, was recruited in this county from the 39 Separate Company. There 

were also from this county thirteen men in the 71st Regiment, New York Volunteers, and there 

was a commissioned officer, and three men in the 202nd Regiment who were from this county; 

also one commissioned officer of the gth New York Volunteers Infantry, and there were two 

enlisted men in a light battery in the United States service. (if these men, James S. Boyer entered 

the service as a captain, and came out at the end of his term of service with the rank of major. 

The late lamented Frank Peck entered the service as a private, and was mustered out as a 

captain. There were other promotions among the men who thus sErved their country, but time 

does not permit me to mention them. The brief patriot war of 1837 was not a national affair. 

Some of our citizens, misled and laboring under a delusion that the people of Canada desired to 

throw off their allegiance to Great Britain, made the attempt, by force of arms, to get a foot hold 

upon Canadian soil. The attempt was disastrous, and Derefus Abby and others of our citizens 

were summarily executed, and others sent to the penal colony of Van Demens I ,and for life. It 

was a lamentable and u affair. The conduct of the American soldier deserves commendation. He 

has been not only a soldier-a machine-but a machine that has He has been a soldier with a 

conscience. It has never been the policy of our Government and people to maintain a strong 

standing army. When the emergency of war has arisen, and military forces were necessary, 

eligible' men have rallied in great numbers. In the war with Spain, volunteers of ferred in larger 

numbers than could he accepted. In enrolling them selves as soldiers, they believed they were to 

serve a just cause, and for this reason they were willing to take all the hazards of bloody war. It is 

said that the Japanese do not pay their soldiers; they serve the Mikado as a solemn duty, and are 

most loyal and true. Is it not worth our while to give every encotlragenieilt to the spirit of 

patriotism that should characterize our people, so that strong arms and stout hearts may always 

be found to sustain our Govern ment, wherever it needs strong arms and stout hearts to sustain 

it. There are many ways to do this, or rather, there are many in fluences that may be brought to 

bear to accomplish it. 'We may ma e the study of patriotism a part of tI c rricul i im of our schools  
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and especially is this necessary at a time when so many thousands are swarming to our shores to 

share the blessings of liberty and good government, that are our inheritance. The foreigners need 

to be taught the principles on which our government rests. They need to be taught to reverence 

the flag, which is our national emblem. We may do this with great profit to ourselves, and to 

those who may come after us. And notwithstanding the mighty influx of foreigners to labor and 

make homes here, no harm will come to us as a nation, so long as their children are taught to 

shout for liberty and to say in chorus, "One country and one flag, and that flag the Stars and 

Stripes, now and forever." 

We may put up monuments and memorials to be object lessons through all the coming years, of 

the sacrificial blood that has heen shed as the price of liberty. 

In unison with this spirit, the Grand Army Post of this city, and its kindred allies have entered 

upon the enterprise of building a Memorial Hall, where the organizations referred to may have a 

place of meeting, and exert an influence along the line I have indicated. These organizations teach 

patriotism. Through the influence of the Grand Army patriotism is taught in the schools; 

memories connected with the preservation of our government and the flag are constantly kept 

alive; that the object is a most worthy one, nearly every one will concede. Being worthy and of 

the highest importance, do not the generous feelings of your hearts respond and influence you to 

lend a helping hand to aid the enterprise? Who would pull down Bunker Hill monument; who 

would raze to the ground the Washington Monument at the National Capital; who would wish to 

see the Statue of Libery enlightening the world in New York Harbor, tumble over into the waters 

that surround it, to be engulfed and hidden from the sight of men! All these noble monuments 

represent the contributions of noble men and women, whose hearts have thrilled with the love of 

country, and the spirit that has made it free. 

The men and women that are moving to erect a Memorial Hall in this city to represent the spirit 

of patriotism, are devoted to their purpose. It is this spirit that has caused to he erected the 

granite piles that adorn our country here and there, and that stand as silent educators of the 

people in patriotism, love of country, liberty and righteousness. Open your hearts, and open your 

purses to help the building of a Memorial Hall.  
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PIONEERS OF THE COUNTY. 

By Hon. ISAAC L. HUNT 

Prior to the close of the 18th century this portion of the State of New York was an unknown 

solitude, covered by a forest of immense growth of trees whose limbs had waved in the breeze of 

Lake Ontario from primeval times. Coursing through this region were many streams, and the 

great river whose dark and rushing waters colored from the moss from the mountains gave it its 

name, and from it the name of this region, the Black River country. These waters were teeming 

with fish life and the forests were abundant with game, but the foot of the white man had never 

trod its solitudes with the exception that in the French and Indian Wars and the War of the 

Revolutions, military parties had made excursions through this region and lonely trappers and 

hunters had wandered here in quest of game. Now and then a Jesuit missionary had left his home 

in Sunny France and had wandered to these solitudes in his zeal to reach the gospel of Christ to 

the savage aborigines, who flitted through these shades. Trails from the Iroquois nation in central 

New York crossed this country to the several lakes and rivers and to the great river, St. Lawrence, 

and these dusky warriors, either on excursions for fish and game or on war excursions to Canada, 

passed to and fro in these forests. Reports had reached civilization from this and other sources of 

the value of the forest and the fertility of the soil. Towards the close of the 18th century, land 

purchasers became interested in this section of the country. At the close of the Revolution in 

1783 and thereafter, great business depression had fallen on all the country and especially on the 

New England states, but after the organization of the federal government, confidence was 

restored in our political institutions. Business began to revive slowly and conditions of great 

poverty were widespread through all New England. At this period in our country's history, the 

spirit of adventure and desire to possess valuable lands seemed to take possession of the people 

of New England. They turned their eyes toward the westward, and the stream of emigration 

broke on the Ohio, and a smaller stream was diverted northward to the Black River country. The 

people desired to leave the sterile lands of the New England states and to acquire more fertile 

farms, and to seek better opportunities in the West and in the North. Large tracts in this section 

of the State had been purchased by land speculators, and they resorted to the usual inducements  
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to cause emigrants to take up the lands which they had purchased. Thus information was spread 

broadcast of the fertility and value of this section. 

The towns in this county were settled in the following order: Adams was settled April 16th in the 

year 1800, and was organized as a town, April 1st, 1802 and was named in honor of President 

John Adams. Some of the first settlers were Nicholas Salisbury, David Smith, Peter Doxtater, the 

Coopers, Foxes, Wrights, Edmons, Wm. Benton, mostly from Rhode Island and Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and the Eastern part of this State. 

The Town of Alexandria was settled in 1811. It was organized as a Town in 1821. It was named 

Alexandria for the son of J. D. Leray who lost his life about the time of the Mexican War. Among 

the first settlers of Alexandria were Leray and many other Frenchmen. Many of the other settlers 

were from the State of Vermont. 

Antwerp was settled in 1803. It was organized as a Town April 5th, 1810. It was named Antwerp 

from Antwerp in Belgium. Capt. Wm. Lee, Jas. Bethel, Mary Sterling, Samuel Sterling, John C. 

Foster, Wm. McAllester and David Parrish were among the first settlers, many of whom were 

from the State of Vermont and nearly all from New England. 

The Town of Brownville was settled, May 21st, 1799. It was organized as a Town in 1802. It was 

named in honor of General Jacob Brown. Among its first settlers were Jacob Brown, Geo. I Brown, 

Ebenezer Hills, J. W. Collins, R. Avery, Horace Matthews, and Wm. Lord. Many of these people 

were from New England and the Eastern part of the State. 

Cape Vincent was settled in 1801. It was organized as a town April 10th 1849, and was named in 

honor of Vincent Leray. It was first settled by white men, by the French and British soldiers, who 

occupied the fort on Carleton Island, but the first American settler was Abijah Putnam in 1801, 

Samuel Coen in 1804, and Daniel Spining and others. Elber Kelsey came with twenty other men, 

among them Richard Esselstyn and Dr. Avery Ainsworth came about this time. These men were 

from New England and the central part of this state. 

The Town of Champion was settlcd in 1797; March 14th, 1800 it was organized as a town. It was 

named in honor of Henry Champion, a soldier of the Revolution, who fought from Bunker Hill I to 

the close, and who led one of the columns of Mad Anthony Wayne when he won the brilliant 

victory over the British at Crown  
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Point. He was a brother of Deborah Champion who has been honored by the Daughters of the 

American Revolution in the southern part of the County, who named their chapter of the D. A. R., 

the Deborah Champion Chapter in honor of this patriotic woman. The first settlers were Noadiah 

Hubbard, Daniel Coffeen, Samuel Starr, Thomas Wood, David Star and many others. These men 

came from the Mohawk Valley and New England. 

The Town of Clayton was settled in 1801. It was organized as a Town April 27, 1833. It was named 

from Hon. John M. Clayton. One of its first settlers was John Bartlett. 

The Town of Ellisburg was settled in 1797. It was organized as a Town, February 22nd, 1803. It 

was named in honor of Lyman Ellis, the first settler. Some of the first settlers were Lyman Ellis, 

Marvel Ellis, Caleb Ellis, Wm. Hicks, B. E. Pierce, Robert Fulton, Wm. Root, Isaac Waddle, Abram 

Wilcox and Hezekiah Pierce. The Ellisses were from Troy. The majority of the other emigrants 

were from the New England States. 

The Town of Henderson was settled in 1802. It was organized as a town February 17th, 1806. It 

was named in honor of Wm. Henderson. Among the first settlers were Thomas Clark, Peter 

Cramer, Luther, Asa, James and Jedediah McCumber, Jesse Hopkins, Mark Hopkins, Calvin Bishop 

and David Bronson. These men were mostly from the New England states. There was also a 

Scotch settlement begun in 1803. There was Duncan Drummond, Peter Barry, Duncan Campbell, 

Daniel Scott, Daniel McNeill. 

The Town of Hounsfield was settled in 1800. It was organized as a town, February 17th, 1806. It 

was named in honor of Ezra Hounsfield. Some of the first settlers were Peter Kimball, Amasa Fox, 

Augustus Sacket, David Merritt, Samuel Luff, Wm. Ashby, and Elisha Camp. These men came both 

from England and New England, and the central part of this state. 

The Town of Leray was settled in 1802. It was organized into a Town, February 17th, 1806. It was 

named in honor of J. D. Leray de Chaumont. Benjamin Brown and his wife were among the first 

settlers. She was the first woman that settled in this township. Others were Joseph Child and his 

sons, Samuel, David and Moses, Benjamin Kirkwood, Thos. Wood, Wm. Cooper, Dr. Horatio Otis 

and Rowell Woodruff. Moses Kent was the land agent. 

The Town of Lorraine was settled in Nov. 1802. It was organized in a township, April 6th, 1804. It 

was called Malta, afterwards Lorraine. Some of its early settlers were Jos. McKee, Elijah Fox, 

Benjamin Gibbs, John Oliver, Asa Brown, Aaron  
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Brown, Wm. Lanfear, Clark Allen besides the Pitkins, Lamsons and Wises and Lymans. Most of 

these came from the New England States. 

The Town of Lyme was settled in 1801 and was organized in March, 1818. It was named from 

Lyme, Connecticut. Among its first settlers were Henry A. Delameter, Timothy Wheeler, Richard 

M. Esseslstyn, Peter Pratt, Joe Davind and Timothy Soper, Jas. Horton and David Horton, John 

Tremper, Jos. Rider and Silas David. Many of these were from Ulster County and New England. 

Orleans was settled in 1806 and was organized as a town, April 3rd, 1821. It was named after 

New Orleans. John Wilkes, Asa Hull, Roderick Flagler, Richard Taylor, Peter Pratt, Wm. Collins. 

Samuel Lennel, Lester White, Warren Hall, Adams and John Page, Benjamin Page, Dr. Cushman 

and John Lafarge a French man who came in 1824, Dr. Reuben Andrus who came from Vermont. 

Philadelphia was settled in 1803. It was organized as a town, April 3rd, 1821. It was named 

Philadelphia for the city of that name. It was settled largely from people from Pennsylvania, who 

were Friends. Joseph Childs, Moses Moon, Jas. Moon, Benjamin Brown, Mordecai Taylor, Robert 

Comfort, Daniel Coffeen, Thos. Gilbert, John Stickland, John Townsend and David Evans. 

Rodman was settled in 1801. Jt was organized as a town, March 24th, 1804. Named Rodman for 

Rodman, clerk of Assembly when town was organized. Anson and Ebenezer Moody, Jonathan, 

Noah and Aaron Davis, Benjamin Thomas, Simeon Hunt, Timothy Greenley, Jessie Smith and Geo. 

Gates were among the first settlers. Mrs. E. Moody was the first white woman in the town and 

her son, William H. Moody was the first white child born in the town of Rodman. 

Rutland was settled in 1799. It was organized into a town, April 1st, 1802. It was named after 

Rutland, Vermont. Asher Mills, David Coffeen, Ethel Uronson, John Felt, Dr. Isaac Brown, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Parkinson and David Taylor and Samuel Porter were some of its early settlers. They 

came from Vermont and other New England States, and from the central part of this State. 

The town of Theresa was organized in 1841. It was named after a daughter of J. D. Leray. Captain 

John Hoover, Ebenezer Luff, Dan Hall, Mrs. Keeler, M. Huntington, H. Mooney, Anson Cheeseman, 

Marcus B. Ashley, John A. Evans and Dr. Jas. Brooks are among its first settlers.  
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Watertown was settled March 14th 1800. It was named on account of the water power of the 

river. Among the first settlers were Henry Coffeen, Zacariah Butterfield, Oliver Bartholomew, 

Simeon Woodruff, Dr. David Massey, Hart Massey, David Bent, Aaron Brown Jas. H. Biddlecom, 

Jothan Ives, Ezra Parker, Wm. Parker, Joseph Moore, Joel Goodale, Aaron Keyes, and Mrs. I. 

Thornton. 

The Town of Wilna was settled in 1798. It was organized into a town, April 2nd, 1813. Many 

Frenchmen settled in this Town at an early period besides David Coffeen, Jas. Barney, Francis 

Lloyd and Nathan Brown. 

The Town of Worth was settled in 1802 and '03. It was organized as a town in May, 1848, and 

named in honor of General Worth. Among the firsts settlers were Timothy Greenley, Joseph 

Wilcox, Elisha Gillett, Leonard Bullock. Lodowick Edmons, Joel Calkins and John Houghtaling. 

By these statements it will he seen that the first settlements in this County were made in the 

Town of Champion and in the Town of Ellishurg in 1797. Noadiah Hubbard was the first settler in 

the Town of Champion. He came from Steuben with several others and penetrated into the Town 

of Champion which was then an unbroken forest. He followed blazed trees for a part of the way, 

but came to the spot where he built his cabin, through the trackless forest, in 1797. When he 

made his home in this township there was not a human habitation within miles. He was solitary 

and alone in a great pathless forest. He supposed that he was the first settler in the county and in 

the memoirs which he wrote in regard to the early days of the pioneer living in Jefferson Co. 

claimed this distinction to be his, but the honor of being the first settler in Jefferson County is 

contested by Lyman Ellis, who settled what is now known as the Town of Ellisburg in 1797. It is 

almost impossible to decide priority of settlement between these two men. It is possible that 

Noadiah Hubbard is entitled to the distinction bitt Lyman Ellis certainyy raised the first crop of 

corn and wheat that were ever raised by a white American in what is known as Jefferson County. 

These two men passed their long and eventful careers within the boundaries of the Towns of 

Champion and Ellisburg and their ashes are resting beneath their soil. They were stalwart 

represent atives of the pioneers who settled our County. 

The first religious organization was made in Champion in June, 1801 by the Reverend Mr. 

Bascomb. At this date he organized the  
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Congregational Church. The Church organization was kept up but meetings were not held 

continuously until 1807. Reverend Nathaniel Dutton came from Vermont and was installed as the 

pastor of this church. He was the first settled minister. Rev. Dutton was born in Vermont, and was 

graduated from Dartmouth College in 1802. He came to the Town of Champion, sent by the 

Missionary Society of Connecticut as a missionary to the people of the Black River Country. He 

was a devoted Christian man and spent his long life in ministering to the religious demands of the 

towns on the Black River frontier. He died in 1852 and is buried in the Town of Champion where 

he so long labored with the people as a Christian minister. 

As will he seen little advance was made in the settlement of this county until the year 1800 when 

emigrants from all parts of New England, from the Mohawk Valley and from Pennsylvania came 

pouring in, seeking to carve their homes from the wilderness. They came down Black River, they 

came from Utica and Rome, through the forests, following the trails of blazed trees. They came 

on Lake Ontario to Sackets Harbor, and from that point, distributed over the country. The 

hardships they encountered are almost incredible and it seems amazing that anyone could be 

found so courageous as to leave civilization and plunge into the great forest hoping to establish a 

home and fortune in its solitude. Many of the pioneers were accompanied by their wives and 

their first work upon arriving upon the property that they had purchased was to erect some kind 

of a habitation that would protect them and their families from the elements. The implement of 

greatest importance to these pioneers was the axe. On every side of them was a dense growth of 

timber in the midst of which they proposed to erect their future homes. Upon arriving at the 

selected spot, they immediately began to cut down the forest timber and in an almost incredible 

space of time, a habitation was erected which afforded comfortable protection for them and their 

families. After the erection of the home, the next matter of importance to the pioneer was to 

clear off a sufficient portion of land so that potatoes and vegetables could be raised for the 

maintenance of the family. The task was soon accomplished by burning the trees after they had 

been fallen into heaps and the ground was soon made ready for cultivation and crops were 

immediately put in the ground and the pioneer began to feel that he was independent, although 

surrounded by the great forest. While this work was going on they subsisted on such food as 

could be brought into the country through the trails in the woods, and from  

 

 

 

 

JEFFERSON COUNTY CENTENNIAL - 1905  



 

Page 103 

 

the fish and game which abounded in the streams and forests. The settlements grew rapidly after 

the year 1800 and soon were quite considerable hamlets, in various parts of the County. At 

Adams there was a sawmill built and a number of houses. The place was then called Smiths Mills 

in honor of David Smith, who was the first representative of this section of the country about the 

village, then covered by a forest of mighty growth. It was beech, maple ash and giant elms and 

birch, and interspersed in the hard timber were giant pine trees that lifted their bulks to 

enormous heights. To give one some idea of the growth of these monarchs of the forest, tradition 

tells us that on the site that was for years known as Totmans Tavern, there were three pine trees. 

They were cut down by Daniel Fox. One of the trees made thirteen logs, and the other two made 

twelve logs each, making thirty logs from the three pine trees that stood on this spot. No sooner 

did the settlements begin to appear than the pioneers immediately began to erect school houses, 

and churches were organized, church edifices erected so that people might not only have church, 

but school opportunities. Many of the pioneers were God fearing men and women, and they 

introduced to this frontier and to these forests the conditions of New England life. Books that the 

pioneers brought with them into this country give us some idea of the trend of their minds. They 

brought with them the Bible, Shakespeare, Milton, Pilgrim's Progress, Saints' Rest, the English 

Reader, Spelling Book and a few other books. They were masters of few books but good ones, 

and in perusing these works, they obtained ideas which moulded their lives and their characters. 

The social conditions on this frontier were democratic. The class distinctions which have grown 

up under our civilization were unknown in the primitive days. There was a genial and genuine 

hospitality. Each cabin received with generous greeting the newcomers to the community, who 

were invited with hearty welcome to participate in the frugal fare and the best conditions that 

the family could afford. No one was turned away from the door, in the daytime the men were 

occupied in falling the trees and when the trees were sufficiently dried, they were burned and the 

ashes were made into potash or black salts and sold at Albany or Kingston. The sale of this potash 

was about the only means that these people had of obtaining money. 

In the evening the family gathered in the large room of the cabin in front of the fireplace whose 

ruddy glow filled the room. They  
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engaged in reading the well worn books and in discussing such matters of interest as would arise 

in the little community. 

The home of the pioneer was the center of ceaseless industry and toil. While the men were 

engaged in cutting the forest trees, or in cultivating the land, the women were equally industrious 

in the rude cabin home. They prepared food by the fire in the fireplace, and baked the huge 

loaves of Indian Bread in the great oven. They prepared a bill of fare that was appreciated by 

these hardy sons of toil. From early morning the hum of the spinning wheel and the click of the 

loom gave evidence that the busy housewife was industriously preparing the cloth for the 

homespun and the linen for the household. Some of the linen has been handed down to the 

present generation and it is prized as evidence of the thrift and handicraft of the women of the 

frontier. A mutual dependence made these frontier people sympathetic and helpful. If from 

accident or sickness or any other cause one was unable to perform their necessary work, the 

whole community would make what they called a "bee" and they would do the work in the fields 

and in the house. There was fellowship, a sympathy and a brotherly kindness among those people 

that is refreshing to know. The whole history of this frontier is filled with instances that illustrate 

the kind and hearty helpfulness of these people toward one another. In the Town of Houndsfield 

one Sunday evening a little boy wandered into the woods and was lost. The alarm was given and 

Sunday night the people searched the woods in vain for the little child. On Monday a general 

alarm was given, and nearly 500 hardy men from all around the surrounding country congregated 

for the purpose of instituting a systematic search for the lost child. In about two hours after the 

search had been in progress, the discharge of a gun three times in rapid succession announced 

that the child was found. Then all returned to the home of the parents and the child in great 

weakness was restored to the arms of its weeping mother. A shout went up that made the forest 

ring, from the lusty throats of these hardy men of the wilderness, in joy and in sympathy that the 

boy had been found. Instances of this kind are found in the history of almost every town in the 

county. 

Following the pioneers who first established their homes were the professional men, physicians 

and lawyers. Of the lawyers I will not speak. Of the physicians I can only mention in passing a few: 

Dr. Green and Dr. Eli Eastman of Adams, Dr. Avery Ainsworth of Cape Vincent, Dr. Horatio Otis of 

Leray, Dr. Isaiah Massey, Dr. Reuben Andrus of Lafargeville, Dr. Abel Sherman, Dr.  
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Hugh Henderson, Dr. Isaac Bronson of Rutland and also Dr. Crafts Peyson Kimball of Burrville. Dr. 

Kimball had a varied experience in practicing medicine in this section. He married one of the 

pioneer women, Miss Julia Porter. He was commissioned a surgeon in the War of 1812 in Col. 

Tuttle's regiment, a regiment that was raised in this section of the State. His last years were spent 

at his farm, and he died in 1872. A great debt of gratitude is due to these pioneer physicians. They 

left civilization and came into this country to minister to the afflictions of the people scattered in 

the wilderness and they encountered great privation and hardship in the practice of their 

profession. They did not accumulate a large amount of the world's goods for that was an 

impossibility, but they were held in grateful regard by the people of the frontier and their services 

for humanity entitled them to he remembered with gratitude. 

Many of the frontier people came to sudden death by accident. The first to die in the Town of 

Adams was Alexander Salisbury. He was drowned while crossing the creek during the freshet. The 

first death in Watertown was a Mr. Thornton, who was killed by a falling tree. Such accidents 

were common all through this county. The people were also afflicted with fever and ague, and 

many suffered from fevers and from diseases incident to frontier life. The faithful physicians that 

ministered to them in their afflections, riding on horseback for miles through the lonely forest, 

were important factors in the early life of the people in this county. Many of the pioneers had 

been Revolutionary soldiers. They had fought successfully the soldiers of a foreign tyrant, and 

only achieved victory to find themselves sunk in poverty and financial adversity, but with stout 

hearts they came to this desolate country fully determined to carve from the hard conditions of 

nature, both their fortunes and their homes. 

A type of this class of pioneers was Edward Salisbury, a native of Rhode Island, who moved to 

Adams in 1802. He was the father of 12 children. Thomas, Edward, Duty, Enon, Lodwick, 

Alexander, DeEsting, Smith, Lovina, Sarah, Charlotte and Abigail; was 1st Lieutenant in the French 

and Indian Wars, was in several battles at Ticonderoga where 2000 men fell. His brother was 

killed at his side and himself had nine balls in his coat. He was in the Battle on the Plains of 

Abraham where Wolfe fell. Served in the Revolutionary War and died March, 1829, aged 104 

years. By visiting our older cemetaries and graveyards you will see by the marker at the head of 

the graves that a great many Revolutionary Soldiers are sleeping in the bosom of the soil. On each 

recurring  
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May morning their graves are scattered with flowers, an evidence that their name and fame is 

embalmed in the hearts of grateful posterity. This in brief is a short history of some of the pioneer 

men and women of Jefferson County. They left civilization and made their way through trackless 

woods to seek their future home. They cut down the primeval forests, reclaimed this country to 

civilization and made the wilderness to bloom and blossom like the rose. "They cast a handful of 

corn in the Earth in the top of the mountain, the fruit thereof shakes like Lebanon." 

We drop a sympathetic tear in memory of their suffering and privations, but we hold them in 

everlasting rememberance for what they were and for what they accomplished. 

 

HISTORY OF PENET SQUARE. 

By IRVIN W. NEAR. 

The subject you bid me discourse, relates to a territory larger than the oldest republic in the 
world, larger than either Athens or Rome in the days of their greatest power; and of the same size 
as the original District of Columbia: a territory given as a gratuity or beneficence to a person who 
lived by his wits rather than by any service of real value: then a trackless wilderness, now a land 
teeming with productive farms, thriving towns and attractive homes of a prosperous and 
intelligent people. 
A line extending due west from Split Rock -a sunless and reputed bottomless chasm- in the town 
of Westport, Essex County, on the west shore of Lake Champlain, terminates at the confluence of 
French Creek-the Weteringhraguentere of the aboriginal occupants-with the River St. Lawrence, 
in the town of Clayton, Jefferson County, formed the northern boundary of the territory of that 
powerful league of Indians, who dominated and controlled most of the country between the 
Mississippi and the Atlantic, known as the Iroquois, and also the southern limit of the land of the 
Algonquins, an aggressive and warlike nation who mostly inhabited and dominated the whole 
country to the north, always at war with their superior southern neighbors. 

Long before the advent of the white man into the state of New York, fortified places had been 
built by the Algonquins at either end of the division line, notably at the western terminus where it 
intersects the river then known and called Cataraquy or Iroquois, now  
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the St. Lawrence; early Jesuit Relations have a misty account of deserters from the French with 

Jacques Cartier at Montreal, joined the Algonquins, participated in their wars against the Iroquois, 

taught them to build forts at either end and along the before mentioned division line; there is 

some probability for this tradition, because each terminal is on the same parallel of latitude, to 

ascertain this required knowledge the Indians did not possess, it is fair to suppose the French 

renegades did. This was contemporaneous with the origin of the confederacy of the Iroqouis, by 

the mysterious Hiawatha. The Oneida Indians, one of the constituent nations of the Iroquois, 

whose domain was invaded, resisted this invasion of their territory, attacked the western 

outposts, and after a desperate battle lasting a number of days, drove out the invaders, 

destroyed the work, and occupied the country further east; from this time the place was known 

as Weteringhraguentere - the place of the destroyed fallen fort. The eastern termination of this 

line is the location of the naval engagement between the Americans under the command of 

General Benedict Arnold, and the English under Sir Guy Carlton in October, 1776, by which the 

British plan of the invasion of the colonies by way of Lake Champlain was frustrated, but again 

undertaken by Burgoyne the next year with disastrous results at Saratoga. 

From the place of the "Fallen Fort," the territory of the Oneidas extended south, to a point on 
Wood Creek, the outlet of Oneida Lake and from thence, to and along the "property line," to the 
Delaware branch of the Mohawk - the Delaware River. 

From the services rendered to the Oneidas by Peter Penet, and as a benevolence to him from 
them, the Oneidas gave to the same Peter Penet, a tract of land, ten miles square, lying in the 
northward of the Oneida Lake, where ever he shall elect and locate the same; and by the 
subsequent treaty of cession made by these Indians, at Fort. Stanwix, in 1788, this reservation 
was made, and a grant thererom provided. 

Who was this Peter Penet? He was an adventurer, a speculator, a promotor with a keen look-out 
for the main chance, unscrupulous in conduct, of small, if any, financial ability; of great personal 
energy and inordinate vanity, withal a great liar and graceless rascal. 

Penet was a merchant in Nantes, France. He first came to this Country December 10, 1775, 
landed at Providence, R. I., on a vessel sailed by Capt. Rhodes, who had been sent to the West 
Indies for powder; Penet was then in Hayti, and with a fellow traveler, one DePlaine, came from 
Cape Francois, bearing letters and credentials of character, and proposed to undertake to supply 
arms and munitions of war to the colonies or to congress, through his alleged business  
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connections in France. Governor Clark, of Rhode Island, received him favorably and gave him a 

letter of introduction to General Washington, then at Cambridge, Mass. He immediately went to 

headquarters, and was courteously received by Washington, who with great care and caution 

referred him to Congress, without committing himself to any endorsement of his proposals. 

However, his reception by the General was quite flattering; he was sent at public expense to 

confer with Congress, then in session in Philadelphia. Washington also gave him letters to 

Governor Trumbull, of Connecticut, requesting carriages he provided for conveying him to his 

destination. Governor Trumbull examined his proposals, and added his own approval. He left New 

Haven on December 24, 1775. Upon arriving at Philadelphia, sought and obtained upon the 

letters of recommendation he bore, a hearing before Congress, who approved his plans and 

proposals, and by its resolutions, the secret committee executed a contract with him, under the 

name of Penet & Company, for the supply of large amount of arms, ammunition and military 

stores from France. 

He made like proposals to the Committees of Safety of the Colonies of New York and Virginia. He 
contracted and agreed to furnish to Virginia twelve 6 pound cannon. 

Having completed his arrangements, Penet left America in March, 1776, in a vessel hired on 
purpose for sending him and other French adventurers to France. He was intrusted with letters to 
our agents abroad, coming direct from the field of action, that was then exciting great interest 
through all Europe, was able to give detailed information of great value to the colonies. But 
except his contracts, he returned empty handed; it required skill and diplomacy of no mean 
ability to meet the emergencies that arose in attempting to fulfill his contracts. M. Dubourg, 
writing to Dr. Franklin in June, 1776, says: "Mr. Pennet appears a faithful, active, intelligent man, 
and very mutch the connoisseur in arms of every kind, but I have been led to think that your 
committee not knowing him sufficiently to trust with large pecuniary funds would only engage to 
repay amply his advances, and he is not in a position to do great things in that way, however good 
his disposition is therefor. This is what retards all his operations which might have been much 
accelerated if you had somebody here duly authorized to make bargains and to pass 
engagements in the name of the thirteen United Colonies, on terms which would he readily 
owned agreeable." 

He was first received with the caution due to a stranger in a delicate negotiation, when the 
actions, sympathies and intentions of the French government, were yet concealed under an 
assumed reserve;  
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through M. Doubourg assured him of the favorable wishes of the court and nation in behalf of the 

colonies. Dubourg was convinced by the intelligence, manners and actions of Penet, that he could 

confide in him, and upon his judgment Penet was called from Nantes to be secretly presented to 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs for consultation upon the condition, resources and prospects of 

the Colonies. Through this event he managed to procure and forward a considerable amount of 

arms and munitions under his contract. 

Penet, thereupon, and on August 3, 1776, wrote Washington: "I assure you of the success of my 
operations in France. You need not fear the want of ammunition. I have found means to furnish 
your armies and to provide for your garrisons." In the same letter he implores Washington to 
appoint him his first aid-de-camp, and that he would permit him to wear the uniform, ribbon and 
decoration of that position. He also presented his respects to Madame Washington. On October 
7, Washington addressed the President of Congress, endorsing this letter, asking leave to grant 
the request, which was on the eleventh of that month done by a resolution appointing Peter 
Penet, an Aide-de-Camp by brevet. At this time it does not seem possible that Washington and 
the Continental Congress could he induced to comply with the request of this wily, insinuating 
adventurer. Later on it will be seen that there were other victims of his cunning pretensions. 

Afterwards the Comissioners of the Colonies in France, became satisfied that Penet could not 
advantageously perform his contract. On June 17, 1777, they wrote the Secret Committee: "We 
think it advisable that you should so far be on your guard with respect to M. Penet, as not to 
deviate from the original contract made with him; we cannot learn that he is a person of 
substance, but he appears to be active, industrious and attentive to your interests. He is 
connected with the house of M. Gruiel, in Nantes. We do not know the terms of his connection, 
or how far M. Gruiel is answerable. It seems to us that those houses that are connected with 
Great Britain are to be avoided." On February 11, 1777, Arthur Lee wrote to the Secret 
Committee of Congress: Penet has not such recommendations or substance as he could wish; 
they are of a low order." 

About two years later M. Penet petitioned Congress for its encouragement in the establishment 
of an armory to manufacture fire arms, side-arms and other army equipments. On January 2, 
1779, the committee to whom this petition was referred, made a favorable report. They 
proposed to contract for 100,000 muskets and bayonets at 26 1/2 livres each, of which one-fifth 
were to be delivered in two years and the balance in six and seven years. The arrangement  
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